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Now, if it be so, that the consent of the wvil1 is essential to constitutO
an act virtuous or vicious, then it follows as a necessary consequence
that every one assumes the responsibility of the act or acts to which he
gives his consent. Whether they be his own personal deeds or those of
others-whether they be the deeds of persons stili living or those long
since dead-whether they be the deeds of nmen individually and persofl-
a.fly, or in their officially capacity-whatsoever they be, or by whoniSfr
ever committed, lie is responsible for them. By lis consent lie endorse8
them and so makes themi lis own deeds, and is answerable for the c0flSe
quences. The great Teacher mentions a case strikingly illustraive. Of
this principle. In the eleventh chapter of Luke's Gospel H1e thus ad-
dresses the Jews: "'Truly ye bear witness that ye allow the deeds Od
your fathers; * * * that the blood of ail the prophets, which -was
shied fromn the foundation of the world, may be required of this genera-
lion ; from the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, which perished
'between the altar and the temple: verily, 1 say unto you, it shall 1>
required of this generation." The Jews in the Savîour's tisse had flot
actually shed the blood of the prophets; and yet on thema lay the gruilt
of ail the prophets' blood that had been shed f roma the beginning of the
world. On what principlel The Saviour answers the question. "'TrulY
ye bear witness that ye alloiw the deeds of your fathers." Here the,"
was a case of persons involved in the guilt of sins committed thousalds
of years before they had an existence in the world.

In God's dealings with the Jewish people there is -furnished another
illustration of the sanie principle. That once highly favoured people,
whom God took into covenant with Hissself, and whonm He chose to be
the recipients of peculiar privilegres, are now a ipeople "lscattered and
peeled," rejected of God, and trasspled upon by nman. What is the'
cause 1 Nearly nineteen centuries ago, on Calvary, there was a bloOdY
tragedy enacted. The Son of God in human nature was there, by wicked
hands, crucified and slain. The actual perpetrators of that tragedy ha 0e
long since gone to their account, but yet the guilt of the deed st-ll
remains. The proud defiance of the fathers, eighteen hundred yee
ago, is stili taking effeet: Il Hs blood be on us and on our children." ý l
the present anti-Jewishi agitation in various countries, the descendafl
of Abraham are reaping the fruits of their fathers' deeds. And whY 's

it tliat the guilt of Calvarv stili rests upon the Jewish peoplel Tl.
reason is just the same as thiat assigned l'y the Saviour in the case prOv'-
ously mentioned-"lTruly ye bear witness that ye allow Mhe deeds of Yûur
fat hers. The present generation of the seed of Abraham give heartY
consent te their f athers' deed in crucifying "the Lord of gloi'y." TheY,
as a people, reject the sasse Saviour, whom their fathers rejected. They
dessonstrate that, if it wex-e possible to do so, they would re-enact thie
tragic scene of the cross. Thus giving tlîeir consent to their fathe{o
deed, they are partakers of their fathers' sins. The curse of CalvarY
rests upon thers, and not until they, as a people, shaîl enterir pOte,,

against their fathers' deed, and ,look unto Him whoni they have pierced'
will the curse be removed, and they -%ill be made glad according to the
days wherein they have been afflicted, and the years wherein theY h1ave
seen evil."
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