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THE PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL
MESSAGE.

Oue ‘'wentioth Century ‘Thanksgiving
1*ur ol has now been Caicly Tnunched, but
hofore the harvest i« reaped there must
b untlnguing zeal and persistent effort,
No ditliculty  should diveourage md 1o
of pottunity should be losg,

Phis movement began with the inspira.
tien given to a Methodist layman, Mr,
Perks, wos caught ap’by the Methodist
prople of Fuglaind: and hax found g glon-
wie 1esponse ot this side of the Miantwe
awl in our own fair Dowinion,  (‘ana.
dune Methodixm has already crossed the
halr wmillion dollar line, nod British Co-
lumbian Methodidds are doing their full
slzre,

A along the ministey, ax it ought to
bee hag been in the van of this great
movemncnt,  lalting thus for a1 moment
to snevey the way by which we have
rome, we see that the people are with us,
bevause, best of wll, God is with us, 'I'his
ix oup joy and pejoicing, but there ix no
room for self-congratulation as if we had
veachell the goal,  ‘Che hardest pact of
the work now ties before ng, henee there
shon'd Iy relonbled rather than relaxed
clfort,

Connexional fundg durving this year of
ypeeial effort should e earefully guard.
i, Every cirenit should, if at all pos-
sible, bring them up at least to the stad-
wid of last sear in order that it may
truly be <aid that the ‘P'wentieth Century
Thankegiving 'and hag been raised as a
pise olfering in addition to the other
fulds and i« in no sense a transfer of
mone) from one fitied to another,

A great spivitual revival is the supreme
desite and need of the Church, How-
ever mueh we may desire other dud tem-
poral blessings, the outpouring of the
ILoly Spirit upon the people transcends
in importance all else beside, Ag pastors
let us pray and labor and live for this.
Souls revived and souls saved must he
the paramount watchword of the hour,
it He is to see of the travail of Hias soun!
andd be satisfied, and we are to enter into
the joy of our Lord, At thic point, then,
lot s honor God more, if more we ean,
and a great revival of the 8pirit of God
tie the hearts of men will be followed,
wad. accompanied by a great revival of
Guwl's work ia the lives of men, ‘'he
tithes will be brought into the storehonse,
Goid will be proved and He will pour out
such a blessing upon ux that there witt
not he room to contain it,

‘I'o this end, then, let us organize all
the forces at one command: let us asg-
sume that eur bucinesg men in the Quar-
terly Ofticial and other boards and com-
mittees are not simply men of business
but men of God and of prayer, so that
their moetings be not only a2 means of
husiness but also a means of grace, Their
prototype was the proto-martyr Stephen,
oman full of faith and of the Holy
Ghost.  Let every Sunday school super-
intendent and Epworth League president
as well as the pastor, realize the respon-
«ihility for souls, so that there may fol-
low a glorioux ingathering of our young
people and of our children into the fold
of the Good Shepherd.

Lot us all =0 empty ourselves of self
as to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Then,
as we face the work of the future, who

shall say us uay? If God be for us who
can be against us?  Yea, we ean do all
things through Christ, who strengthenetn
us,

The Pastor’s Sick Call,

It is said that we are living in a e
tervialistle age, half the wsorld & meas.
urad in onaces averdupoin, amnd the other
half in odollars and ceunts, The baker,
tailor and doctor are appreciated  for
their  tanzible services rendered, their
dis ensatinn of Ioaves, conts and pills to
the hungry, shabby and the sick, but the
preacher, after hisx Sundoy’s duties have
been discharged, what of Ls learrehold
ministrations, his  pasta il visitationg,
and his “sick calls?’  Are these but the
conforming to time-honoted custom, or in
these services is there n distinet contrie
bution to the welfure of humanity, any
positive  advantage derived by the par
ishoner?

The relation of the teue clergyman to
hiv charge should be that of instructor,
ndviser and friend, His teachings should
be thoughtfully cousgidered and his ad-
vice, though po<sibly unsolicited, should
be accepted in the spivit that gave it
utterance, while his sympathy in seasons
of utlliction hax become proverbial. 1t Is
in the latter capacity that I would en-
deavor to cmphasgize the pustor's work.
We have thought of the clergyman in the
pulpit, we have discussed him ig such
eapacity, often omitting the considera-
tion of 0 part of hig activities none the
less fmportant,  We have sat in the
pew ard enjoyed the publie services, we
have not all experienced the heat  of
fevor and the pains of inflammation, nor
have been confined to our beds for many
weeks or months; but some of us know
well the meuning of this by sad experi-
ence. and some of us also know that the
brightest hours of that long and weaty
period were those illumined by the bright
and cheerful face, and comforted by the
approprinte words of the pastor,  We
felt we kuew ,and as we considered we
wondered that o strange calin so often
followed the retreating form of him
whove elouence perhaps under other cene
dit'o:..s fa'led to move ue, Not thap ae
swothed the stormetogssed frame 8y the
refinetnents of suepestition, but  simlpy
the hieartfelt sympathy of a nature that
we bhelieved to be true and noble in self-
wierificing endeavor for the bhenofit of
othrs, with a faith firm in the eternal,

I'he attending physician  comes and
gacs we ap:reciate his faithfulnese, we
have confidence in hiv skill, the pains
are lessened; the fever is controlled, and
we rest assured that all that sciepee can
do is being done; but there are forces in-
herent in humanily conditioned by purity
and nob’lity and avallable through sym-
pathy that fail to be estimated by our
cride system of weights and measures,

In our feeble offorts to explain phe-
nowenoit we not infrequently exhaust the
resounrces of recognized law and are com-
pelled either to repudiate processes amld
results that are patant to even the super-
ficial ohsrver or to admit the existence
of natural forees and laws yet beyond
the reach of scientific tabulation, Above
the physieal laws that we know and the
physical forces that we can measure
there exists a different classifieation of
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activity, the laws of which we do not
know and the forces of which science
has not measured. Life is the mystery
of mysteriex, definitions fall to define it
and oxplanations fall to explain it,

These responses to immaterial stimuf
these asubjective conditions of satisfac-
tion, peace and rest, are brought about
through the ageney of the sympathetic
nersous wystem, a system of nerve fibres
and centres oot under the coutrol of the
will, yet the system which direets all the
importany organfe functions,  The pro-
cessos of rospiration, clrculation and di-
gestion are presided over by this mon-
itor.  "Che tlushing of the eye in anger,
the blanching of the face under fright,
the blush of shame, the quickened pulse
of hope and expectancy, and the cessa-
tion of digestion through fear, nnd many
other alterations of function of cvery
day experience are  the result of the
complex workimgs of this system which
ns yet wellnigh  bafiles  investigation,
This system, which never sieeps, fs ule
wiys on the nlert nnd cxerciscs n most
fmportant influence upon the whole or-
anism, 1€ 0 word can ciuse the face
to mlow with joy, flush with auger, pate
with fear or blush with shame, s0 can
a word nlter the action of parts oot so
exposed and cause congestions of internal
parts with disturbance of natural ac.
tion.

Hervin {s the sceret power of  hope,
sympathy, comforting sentimenta., pleas-
ant  thoughts, ‘“abiding peace,” otc..
a'l capable of producing a  decided
change in the condition of the body as
netual, yer less easily demonstrated, as
that frequently produced by the adunne
Isteation of wmedicines, and herein lies
the possibility of the applieation of yet
uncomputed forees,

It is not the province of the pastor to
relieve n congested liver, but to point
ont the remedy for the consciousess of
the accumulated bunlen of laws trans-
gressed, which depresses the vital forces
and retarls, if not conflicts with, the
phivaician’s c¢fforts towards physienl ree
covery. It is his to administer the ap-
proprinte remedy to the upbuilding of
the moral wreeks, and to co-operate with
the physdician in his effort to restore the
physical; and these moral forces, paychie
influcnees and smypathetic chords have
wot only their comforting, hopregiving
function, but through that functien are
powerful therapentic agencles, giving life
and vigor to the invalid. There is a hope
eute for the despondent, a good cheetr cure
for the melancholic, a joy cure for the
aorrowful, and a faith cure for the
diseouraged, all representing and convey-
ing to the invalld a life imparting infin-
cnce of whose actlon upon the physenl
aystem we yot know but little, In view
of thia physical aspect of the pastors’
“gpiritual” ministration there is room for
development beyond our present expert-
onces nud oxpectationat it gives to the
pastor an enlarged view of his oftimes
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Of all the qualities we assign to the
Author and Director of Nature, by t_‘ar
the most envinble is to be able ‘to wipe
away all tears from all cyea."-Ro'bert
Burns. !



