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01; AN ACTRE8s.
c"Ayo, sho played rarely, though it lid been played

A hundred tinies, and orne of mocre rotioiwn
Have )Iye(lit Nvor8o ; but *ihe bewiitchqd tho town

Dowere. witli ethorcal lovoliiie&éshoIi swaycd
AUl lîart8 te love, wbîlo iiiîtisî lent aoft aid;

She iaoved, alto spoke, sud Mdien she iwould, drew
down

Laughtor uîîquonclîablo, the player's crowii,
Synibol that ail hier frolie rute obeyed.

Ayo, mie piayod rarely ; but mnyseif irlie knoiw
Wliat grie f viîd gripped ber iii iLs ch ill tunbisce,

Cou Id hcar durnbtwcopiîîg- iii lier words, snd through
Her every pose tht, anguishttd seul could trace,

And pierce the frippory o! art utu
The palier 8hining in bier perfect face."

X. *

Yvette Gnilbert bas corne sud gone, sud lte
nities as visitedl are the purer sud saner by ber
departure.

Those wbio went te hear ber are reaponsibie
only te tiémmelvea, or rather te tiat bigbest self
whici le the conscieceC cf eaci. But the press
wio beshowed upon ber colmue of laudatien
holds a larger sua graver responsibîlity, since ils
influence ls uuuieasured, aud noue eau tell where
its utterances shall full, nor wbo shahl weigh
tbeni.

'Phare are many aspects possible aneut tItie
question cf press respoueibility ; 1h coutains germn
matter for endîcess debahes ; but thé issue iu the
case inmhanaed le plain.

Yvette Guilbert la an artiste, sud uue of excop.
tionsi hemprament-that gees almoat witbout
thé mayiug, ince ehherwise aie could neither bave
aaaured uer beld public attention te the extent aie
bas due.

Singera cf indeceut songs may bé beard in
New York at any timé--if eue goes low enougi
iu searci of them. Guilbert. diffcredl in thut ber
eonge were more ludeceut, and wvere snng viti
more artishie finish than any previously board tiers
-tiat was aIl.

Cover it; as yen wiill wih fascinatiug verbiage,
thé faet romaius that this Freni girl came from
Paris halls, sud made ber réputation in New
York by siugiug souga tint aven Lhat city dis-
allowed for their iudecucy. vulgarity sud répul-
«iivénesa. That mie sang them. artishiaally was
sLifiaient coudons tien lu Paris ; but lu New «York,
for many menthe aftor ber first appearance, ih
'was considered risque for reputable womeu te
attend ber recihala.

Thé great City got niscd te it after a while ; thé
Parisienne isd irnitators by the score wio sang
ber songe, without ber art, sud New York sirnply
ahrugged. Yvehhe Guilbert bas bolped te lowor
aven New York's lowcst permiesible standard.

Vice le nover me daugerous as wien it loses ite
groseness, aud av'Ille fl6VQr se insidione as when
wrought lu thé tapcstry cf pichuresque wcrds.

Ont lu the country place, iu village sud town,
tiers are wornen fighhing slant muner battîca-
terrible battles-wihh houer sud home sanctity
=rin on tic eue sae, %ith a passion cf love on

thécher. Tbey have lougbt until every nerve is

-. t tension, tue licart is more sud
Swcary, sud moral 8trougtiî is

almeet gene. Inclination, lin-.
man longing, s wiomau's passion fer
love--tbe tempter, if yeu will-s

beaten tiorn airnoat dowu ; tlîey graspi eagerly nt
auglît that wili justify. Wbat are tho prolty
noivspapezr glessing8 of vice geing to do0 for t lie.4o?

What IlAu Euerny te tlîe lEiug " Isoke iu geau.
ine dramatie elernont, it covera by tbe exquisite
hcsuty of its scenie affects . Criticismn la
lullcd in testhetio coutei:L . The tionseb are ab.
snrbcd lu supBrb sunsects, purpie shadows, tue
yellew glerios ofatntunneaves, soft trailing vines,
sweet inging birds, oxquieite forest scenes bo-
ncatb sunlight sud uightfall-au mucisntreut of
natural bcsuty, iu the absorption of which tho
weaknoss of the play le quito forgetton or ever-
louked. "lBy distraotiug poople's attention, yen
eau luoodwiuk tlîom complotely," says Miss Don-
gal'*s philosophie burglar ilu "Deggars Al, aud
the trti 1201dm good upon thc sLgo, as elsewlîero.

Que of the best touches in the play is revcaled
incidoutally by that charmiug Rotress, M1ary Hamp.
ton. Her role cf Ilfle. do Varien le that of a
brave girl, a beroine, iudlecd. Dut the splendid
courage that onables ber, lu the clirnactie set, te
face deathifcarlessly, faltersand vanishes befnre
the tead that obtrudes itself upon the interview
botwcen ber and ber lover in the forest'q doptlîs.
She takes refuge ou a sturnp; sud the loer's
promise that he wvill kil! the obtrudor lu return
for a smiie from bis lady, winm, after rcpeated ou-
treaties, a very wau and fictitiona srnile indeed.

To be vauisbed by a toad, te face deat in
love-loyalty-it le a woman lu truti.

James A. Herne, wiose « Unele Nat' in «'Shore
Acres,' bas capturcd the hearts ')f the theatro.
goiug public, recently lccturcdl, or ratier taikcd,
te a charme audience, frern a Congrogational
pulpit, iu a City acrose the lino.

Among otier interesting things, lie assertcd
that the mest sublime play bc liad over seu was
"lTbe Passion," lu which James O'Neil imperson.
ated Christ.

This was the play, it will bo remornbered, which
was produced lu San Francisac', but prolîibitcd
front the New York stage, by the ?Layor of tint
City.

There la a natural répugnance te tic thougit
of tie macred drarna bcoming a thome for the
stage, at loast inasmuci as 1h involves tic imper-
sonation of the Divine Man as a central role;
yet were it possible te bave thus ioly play playcd
holily, sud appreached reverently by both actera
and audience, 1h is doubtful wbether it could ho
surpassed as a spiritual force sud impreasmeut.
And sucb artists as James Horne, Vith his lofty

concoptions, diguity of purpoEe, sud finely sweet
ideale, leads us te believo lu thé possibility.

Neyer bad the gay finale cf thc first îct; cf
"Martia " a more tragie eudiug than that given
iten the oeniug of
Febmuary lih, ah
the bletropolitan
Opera Bouso, New <
York, wicn Armaud -, *-.-

O&etelmary, tho 4 ý
basse, foll upon the
stage dead, as the
ourtain droppodl te
au applieuding ionuse.

ou.Caitelxnaty plaved tlie rolo of r4.in
anold beau ; wlio, a, ilioio f4uiliar wita the

protty littlo opera will reutember, coinés to the
village fair in Comipany witlî Lady, Krc ansd
Na iey, aud is tormented aud laugliecd nt by the
villago mitidetnkm.

Triistano aceod and sang as excellontly as usua;l
-only ex\celletlce is tolorated nt thi M'otropinlîtsin
Opera llonso. At the close of tho net thov dancecl
about hiui iu a tcatmitg erovd : the old beau
grnspod his Itair, forced lits way titrougli tito
inaidons and fell, as thougli exhau8ted, uipon
a table whieht stood nt the side of thio stage. ihe
curtain foll for the close of tho scene, amid great
applause nt the basso's good acting; aud nt the
noent of its droppiug Castolmary rose front tho
table and foi! ini the contre of the ;btage-&.a-..

At the Ooning of the second Rot it Was
anuoauced that Mens. Castelmary liad been talion
iii, aud tliiht ait uiiter-mtudly lid 'talion bis place,
The music rippled ou ; the niaidens auccd ; tho
rich voices of Je Reszke, MRutolli and Marie
Engle rang ont tho sparkliug musmic; tho bouge
sparkled and glittored, hsnughcd aud applanidcd. If
the footlights looked a trifle dini te mi8ty eyes
npnn the stage, if tho mnorry chorusea wero
caugbit bore aud thoro witb a sob, thoseo î
listeued würe noue the witser; wvhile withiu the
littie dressing rooui beyoud the stage wîings, the
moat brilliaut singers ini the opera world to-day
bowed over their voiceless cenfrere.

Some oharrniug and informai eveuiugs net
knewu te the goeral public are thoso given by
the recital and dramatie clasa ponductcd by -Mr.
H1. Shaw, tho well kuown toacher of expression.

Mr. Shaw loased the Bickford liomn8tead laat
autunin, aud Jurig Ille plist sensoi hIe liaodsonje
aud lofty drawing room.j have witnescd mauy
pretty ana intcresting bits of private theatricals.

On eue or two eveninga of saci woek the
studeuts assemble te rohear8osemo portions of
the varions plays aseigucd them, sud amid hindiy
laughter ovor naturai niistakes and falterings, sud
mueb caruoatuesa8 of purpose, ao.ne good ana
effective work ls doue.

On eue snch evening, fer instance, 'he -fiuai
scone front the Il'*Jorchatpt of Veuice," a scene
fromn the Il Scarle*. Letter," and ene front IlPyg-
malien and Galatea," wcre rebecarscd. Each
scone was in difféout stages of preparation, aud
in the bauds of stucleuts more or ]os nclvauced,
wbich nadcd te the intercst.

The fir8t was excellently reudorcd, a yenng
Shyiock sud Portia doing work Vint would be ae-
cordaid recognition on a publie stage; the second
was aveu more intcresting, mince in it Mr. Shaw,
wlîe possesses marked histrionie taleât, assunicd
the role of Arthur Dirnraosdale. Tho last scene
raealcd a splcudid cornedy gift in eue little
wvorau, but bcing a first rehocarsi, euded in con-
fusion, muai laughter, and a provoked prompter.

At the close of oa scene, Mr. Shaw gave pro.
fitable, poiuted and brilliant littHo criticisme of
the varions rolcs-which wore in themmelves a
reoîtion.

Mr. Shaw lias an extensive acquaintance in
the theatrical wçorld, aud frequntly a momber of
sme cornpany at tic Grand wîll corne up after
the play, bis exporionccs adding te the intorest of
thc oening.

On tîte eveuing iu question it was Miýr. Abbéy,
of tho Roland bcde coînpany-a prince of mtory
toilers.
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