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THE ECCLESIASTICAL ANI

Papists are notoriously sacnlegious, in robbing
Christ of the greater part of his flock, und in dis.
membering th - greater part of his body, ihat they
may b tuken to be the whole.  Huth 1t cost
Chirist su dear 10 purchase a peculiar people to
himselt 1 (s i 144)  Hath he purchaeed lus
Chureh with Iz own blood T ( Acts ax, 28.)
And now saat) the soas of men presume to rob
hiue of the gronzest partl 13 lns flock so bule,
and will these presumptuous sectarivs make 1t
less? ‘Uhe Papists would unchurch afl the
Chwurclies of Chirist on the faco of the earth,
onder that they nught make themzelves the sole
predonunant Chuarch.  But blessed be God, who
Judgeth wot ag they do?

Reason 3 Herein also are they guilty of the
meat inkumane and unreasonable cruclty i pre-
suntng to damn the whole of the Clurch of
Chirist which 1s not of their panty,  If we are so
stricily charged asto a particular man,— Judge
not, that ye be not judued,” (Matt vii. 1,2;) and
sharply taken up,— Who art thou that judgest
another wan's sevant 3 "T'o his own Master
ho standetl or falieth,”” (Rom. xiv. 4 ;) what then
are they Iikely to hear that judge tv damnation
the beat of tbe Chureh of God ! for this is essen-
tial 1o whatthey call the Roman Catholic Fauh:
—To beliere that the Catholic Church consists
of those unly that are subject to the Pope as the
Vicar of Christ, und gorernor of the whole; and
that vutof this church, thus headed by the Lope,
there is no salvstivn. ‘I'bis is the soul of
Yopery.

Reason 4. Aand what a proud and arrogant
way is thi< for a defiled picce of 1he Cathohe
Church to syy, We are the whole! as they who
say, * Stand by thyself, como not near 1o me ;
for § am hoher thaa thoy,” (Isa. lxv. 3 ;) susay
the Papsse You are all dumned leretics, and
wg oxLy are tlie Chuarch.  Such hortidvle prido
dath not unimate the Church and cause of
Christ.

Reason 5. And all this is dono by them
sgawst the very tenor of the Gospel and the cov-
coant of Christ ; for it s the scope of the Gospel,
«‘I'nat whosoever beiweveth 1n Christ shall not
pesish, but havo everiasting hife,* (John i 135,
16, 18.) A hundred texts nught casily be cited,
where God dathi make the 1o-t solemn protntses,
that alt who behieve in Cliist, aad love hum, and
hope in him, shall be saved.
were in defianco of the Gospel, the Pajists make
it an anticle of their fanh, that no mun shall be
saved that becostes not a sulject of the Pope of
Rowme. Leta man believe in Christ, love him,
ohey ia him, hopo 1n him, ever so much ; Jet
him believesa the Father,Son, and Holy Ghost;
yot can he not be saved it he believe aot in the
Pope.  Wonderful! that 2t should be poxsible lor
Chiristiane, tor men to be thus brsotted!  Why
has uot Cunst once mentioned to us this Article
of tath,~=Ie that obeyeth not the Pope and
Roman Church shall be dumaed 2 Wiy is it
not in the Holy Scriptuzes!  Why was it never
in the Creel of the Church,~—1 beliece 1n the
DPupe and Chureh of Jome,as well as, [ beliece
iu the holy Catholic Caurck ?

Reason 6. Morcover, the cause of the Papists
is plamly caraad, bang all resolved mtoa cor-
il interest, and 1smaiatmined by at.  "The mawn
qa-3aaus baween us are, Waether the Pope
must goxern all the Christian warld?  and,
Whether all peasoas nust oley ham upon pun
of damnation? Aud what 13 this Lut te exalt
a worm, asd 1o lay the hingdum of Chnst vpon
his shouldezs 1 il the question were, whether
we shuuld be holy or profane, obey Christ or dis-
obey hun 1 we would be ashamed to be behind
thear  Bar wiien ail this stie 13to set vp one cay
1o be the mistiess of the world, and onc man to0
be the Charch, nad this 1o, withvut Christ, and
against him, what ean we thiak, but that ambi-
tion makes Lucifer mad.

Reason 7. Moreover, the way of Popery is
agams Cheistianity, and shakoihithe very found-
aton of 1t, a0d tempicth the world 1o infidelicy
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by butlding thear futh on an uncertam ground,
yea, on a ground which s certninly fatve.  For,
according to the Pipmists, we cannot know the
ductrine of Chnat 1o be true, nor Serpraro to be
the Word of God, but on the awhorty ol the
Pope or ug church.  Now 1t 13 as clear as the
hight, that no man can know thaty the Pope or
the Reman Church hath any such nuthomy, une
til ke knows whether the ducirine by which they
claim 1 bo reatly the vue doctnne of Chrst.,
Who can teht that the Pope or the Chureh of
Rame 3 to be ceedited, more thaa any other
Church ur person, til he find some such thing in
the Word of Gud 1 And at he finds it thero he
cannot belteve i1, because he receives it not on
the authonty of the Caurch, and yot the author-
ity of thy Ruman Chureh cannet be hnown but
by the doctrine of fuith, a8 sume say ; or else ay
‘mhcrs say, we must wait uljat s proved by aur-
| acles, as the Apostles did.

Reason 8. Morcover, this causo and ths
Chusch 1z a novelty, and a jate anvention,—a
tung wahoows to the Poontive Church 5 and
thereforo it cannot be of God.  Notwithstanding
thss, they agroso shameless as to call their opin-
1ous the Old Religion, and to persuade the sim-
pie that we are an upstart geacration, and that

y our Chuzch 1sbut of two huudred or thres hune
dred years’ standmg; because we have forsaken
 the Roman novelues, and are torned back to
primntive antiquaty.  For our part we say, and
say again, Let b be scom of the Churches that
believerth any Catholic Uherchh that i3 less than
sixteen huadted years of contnuance [in the
. year 1633).  And what can ho eapect but 1o be
s gecursed of Ged that betieveth any Gospel of
; less than sixteen hundred years' continnanco 1—
(Gal.i.8,92.) Let usgo to the Gospel, tho records
{ of antiquuy, aud seo there whether our religion
1.0t therr opnnious be the oMer ; and let the older
y carry 1t wathout contradiction. Where find you
that the Church of Jernsalem, or Corinth, or of
Galatia, or of Plulhippi, or, 1n fact, the Church of
any pan of the woild was then commanded to
obey the Church of Rome, or that the Church of
2ome was ever called the Mistress of all Chur-
ches, or the Universal Church? Then Rome
wag bat a particnlar Church hke the rest.—
i Where read you thar the Apostles did direct
. men to recewve the Chrisuan faith upon the
ciedit of the Chorch of Rome?!  Or \When dd
Paul and Barnabas, or any preacher, teli the peo-
ple, ** You must beleve m Peter, or m the
Church of Rome, before you can bilieven
Chsist ;" or,** You must behieve the Christian
doc.rine an the credit of the Chuich of Rome ;”
or, ** "I'hat the Church of Rome 1s mnade the judge
of all controversies?”  ‘The Romush dominun
was thien unknown,

Reason 3. Moreover, their profession is made
up of mauy contradictiuns, and the subjects of the
Pope (at least those in orders) ure sworn to these
contradiciions. By the ‘I'rent Confession they
are 10 swear, * that wall never take andanterpret
Scnpture but according to the unanunous ¢me
sent of the Fathers”  And vet they swearinthe
saue oath to many parnculars which the Fathers
were against, and many to which they never
unammously consented.  Thoy oither know not
what the Fathers hold, or else they know that
the FFathers donat snterpret with unasimous con-
sent: and thero 13 not one of 2 huadred, or «of a
thousand of them, that knows what the Fathers
do unammousty conseat 1, and what they do
not. la abundance of texis the Fashers difer
among themseives. and bLere the swearers do
bind themselves never to amerpret thuso Scnp-
tures at all, 1l & messenger from heaven shall
teil them what the Fathers arc agreed on since
iheir death.  They have sworn aiso to embiace
the sense of .acit Church ; whereas she Fathers
and ther Church do frequensly disagree.  They
ato sworn to all things delivered, defined, and
declared by the Canons and (Ecumenical Coun-
cits, and tus without doubling, U strong fath?
When even men's fanth in Cinat hunusef 18 oft
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unxed with such deubitings that we must pray,
* Lond, wicreass vur fauh 3 * Lord, 1 believe ;
help thou mine vabeliel.  Yea, there ia not ono
of & muaftinude of them that knows what all these
Canons anil Counctts do contam,—yea, where
these Cnnons and Councils do often contradict
each other; still they ate wworn 1o bolieve them
all. The Council of Constance decreed, that a
general Council 18 abuve tte Pope, aud the
Counail of Basil did xecond 1t ; but the Lateran
Council, under Juliws 11, aud Leo X, deereed,
that the Popre 18 above a General Counet  ‘Tha
Couneil of Trent dothiadd to the eanvn of Scnp-
ture contrary to tho Counncd Laodicea, awd ho
third Council of Carthage. And tho Papists at
this time go contrary to the current judgiment
of the Church 1n adding Apocryphal Books to
tho Canon. Abundance more of theso contradic-
tions may be shewn,

Reason 10. Moreover, Popery is an uncertain
profession, both for the foundation and the matter
of . No man can fully tetl what iy, or when
he hath 1, and when he hath it not.  For the
Sounduation of it; thewr conncr's and nations ate
yet disagreed, whether the Pope or a Geueral
Counel be the chiref, and which must be followed
when they disageee, and which is the infallible
judge of comitoversies. And, for the wmaller,
how few in the world can tell what is in their
Canous, Councils, and Fathers, and what is their
sense, with many such uncertainties!  And for
the Articles of Faith, they ate still 1o them un-
certan, whether they bave yet all or noy, be-
cause the Pope may make those to be points of
faith to the people that were not so Ybefore, aud
$0 he may mcreaso them as much as he scos best.
Every tune the Pope determnes a controversy
ho makes a new article of faith, as he did not
long sice against the Jansemsts.

Reason 11, Further, Popery is 2 human, and
not a divine faith, [tleads us to man, and
bottometh us on man, and therefore leaveih us
short of Ged. ‘They must first beiiove the
Chnstian docinine and trath of Scenptuzre on tho
authority of the Pope or the Roman Church, and
then they must tako the meamag of everv word
of Scrpturo upon the credit of the Roman
Church and the Fathiers.  So that the very upe
shot of all their rebgion 18,—they believe the
Scriptures to bo the Word of Gad, and Christ to
be the Son of God, because the Church of Romo
doth tefl them so.  And how know they that
this Church 18 infallible ' Becausc they say so
hemnselves, or because the Scapmite saith they
aro anfathble? But where can be found any
passago of Scrpiure which supposts such a
notion ' But, agun, which is the wfallible
Church of Romel ‘The Pope, saith a hird.
And how knows 1the world thar these are the
acts of the Pope, and e coufinned the Couneil !
Because such a cardinal, or a priest, or a Jesunt
sath so.  And here 1t is where the poople aro
left.

Reason 12 Popery scis up a head for tho
Umiversal Chorchahat cannot possibly govern it,
and a centre for the Church in which it cannot
possibly unite.  And thus it is only a tiwlar
head, a name, and a shadow, rond for nothung,
except 1o divide and 1o vex Chnstians® byt b
umung and the ruling of thetmn, which is so snuch
pretended to, 13 a lat unpossibility. Tt i not
morally possible to bring all the Christian warld
10 be of tho Popish op niun herein; it being a
point that 13 s0 void of comemt cwidence frun
Scnpture and reason that they are buth against
te—Lulwark.
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MEDITATION ON THE SABBATIH.
EXTRACTED TROX TiEJOURNAL OF TIE LATE JAXCS
HALLET, A. B., STUDENT OF THEOLOGY. ~
* This day is holy unto the Lord your Gad;
motrn not, notr weep : for the joy of the Lord
13 your strength."—Nch, viii. 9, 10,



