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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Among the many impertant ques:
tions that have lately been taken up
by the various Diccesan conferences
in England ,nene is of greater or mote
far reaching importance than e
question. of the religivus educativn of
the young. It is, in the cstimation of
many, the church question of the day.
because upon its soilution depends to
& large extent the future character of
the church. We are approaching a
very important ciisis in the history
of christendom—a crisis whean it wiil
be necessary to see who are really
churchmen in word and deed, and why
are ¢nly nominal, outward adher-
ents of the one Holy, Cathoiic, Apos
tolic church; and, the result will de-
pend Jargely on the training in the
Faith that is now being given to, our
young people. Many there arc among
ns who are-quite gontent to send thelr

children to a public school, where the
teacher does not hold his appoint-
ment because he is a churchman, or
cven bhecause he is a0 Christdan  at-
tached to any of the many Lodies -
to which Christendom has been rent.
but simply because he or she has at-
tained to a certiun standard of <M=
ciency In secvlar knowledge.  Such
parents are quit- satistled to  know
that the day's proceedings in schovl
are opened with prayer and that oe-
casionally a portiun of the Bible is
given as a reading lesson. They are
of opinfon that all the religious in-
struction required can be given in
church or in Sunday school-they
leave all these things to the parson of
the church with which. they are con-
nected. I€ we laok at this matt »
valmly, thoughtfully, and dispassivn-
ately, we cannot help sceing that hewe
there is nothing like an adequate ful-
filment of Qur Blessed Lord’s com-
mand—"Feed my Jambs.” Can any
sane person imagine for @& nwoment

that in the short time at his disposal
on one day of the weck a parson can
give the same careful, systematic re-
lizgious instruction that s given in a
church  Day  school, where the
Apostie’'s  creed, the Lord's Prayer, and
the Ten Commandments are regularly
taught day by day? Such a thing
cannot be. It §s altogether a mystery
to me how so many really devout
Presbyterians can stand out for the
secularization of our day schools,
when I remember that John XKnox.
the Apostle of Presbyterianisin, laid
down as a necessary” and vital part
of his system, the establishment of
parvchial schools, where the smparting
of religlous knowledge formed an in-
tegral part of every day s work, And
this fevling fs all the more accentua-
cd by the fact that it was the re-
ligious training in these old parochiat
schouls which gave to the Scotchman
the mural stamina that made hun a
success whercver he went. The same
thing applivs to the English chuich
schools. A clergyman of our chur-h
who has had any experience at all
Will at wuice admit the difference he
finds Vetween th: candidate for con-
fitmation wheo has Yeen educated in a
church day scheol, and the vne who
simply passel through the curriucu-

lum of a Board school. Even
if  there was nothing else, the
church day school pupil had
the actual text of the funJ-

amentaly of religfon at his fingers’
ends; and, it {8 easy to build a2 good
strueture on such a sure foundation.
In this Canada of ovurs, the question of
teligious teaching has caused a4 great
deal of heart burning. The struggle
for existence—the race for wealth an.d
posttiot, and influence, is so Keenly
contested, that men seem altozether
to ignore the spiritual aspect of the
question. But the day will come, and
that gon, when the people of this
Western land will realize that educa-
tion without religion Is o sham and a
delusion, ay more, that it is a sin,
because it 18 only putting weapons in-
to hands that have no guiding influ-
ence to control  them. However the
school question in Manitoba may e
rerttled. one thing s certatn—elini-
inate the churdh and  her  Influence
mrom our system of education, and we
shall speedily {ind ourselves on the
down grade—miorally and intellectuai-
Iy. On the other hand, let the Chris-
tian Falth have its full share in the
school programme; let the clergy have
thelr part in the dally education ot
the young: and, we shall scon sce a
Province second to nune in the Do-
minien—aye, in  the world, in re-
spect of progress of every Kkind—
a more general distribution of wealth
and real lasting prosperity.

TH!I NORTHWEST REVIEW
UN SCHOOL CONTAM-
INATION

——

Gur attention has, o'. several ::ccns-
1ens lately, been drawa to an editorial
tn the Northwest Review of Nov.
#tK. in which the writer [critfels.gs
somewhat severely the attitude, on
the Manitoba school questivn, taken
ty the Hono Israel Tarte, during his
tccent sttt to Winnipeg., Mr. Tarte
professes to e a member of the Ro-
man Catholie Church, Lut states thuo
he Is so by the mere accldent of hirth
«nd erncironnents, and. it may there-
fore L reasonabdbly presumed that he
is not to be in any way regarded s
a fair eaxpunent of the views of earn-
cst conscientious  Roman  Catholics.
All the same, he speaks as if he were
expressing the oplnlons of a large
proportion of his co-religlonists as
well as of himself when he says that
Catholic children ought to associate
at schovl with  Frotestans  children,



