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Ele ]ives to bo the Baptizer, and whereas
the atoning sacrifice is coinpletely fin.
ishied, the gyreat baptizing workç wvil1
neyer bce curpleted until the laýst be-
liever is safely home in glory. To carry
on this work our Saviour lives and
reigyns as Hea,)d over ail things to is
Oh urch.

If we were askzed how we wouid define
the Ba.ptismi with the Holy Ghiost, wc
wvould express it thus: It is such a coin-
munication of the Spirit of God to the
spirit of man as it is the prerogative of
the Divine Beingt alone to impart, and
such as, beingr given, onriches the icli-
viduai so privilogred wvith whatever grace
or gift nmay be necessary to, and sufficient
for, a noble life andl a lioiy waik.

flore ail believers are one. Ail agroe
to aeknowledge a Divine Baptizor, even
the Lord Jesus Christ. Ee in wvhorn
dweils "ail tie fulness of r'ie Godhead
bodiiy" gives out of lis fulness to be-
lievors. '-The Father givethi not the
Spirit by measure unto Hum. Having,
received of the Fathor on our behaif,
the promise of the Holy Ghost, fie now
sheds forth perpetuaily that gYracious
onergy to quieken and to inspire, Hie
who from the eternai throne, who, with
an onorgyy nover wasting, gives each year
as much brighltness and beauty to tie
springtide verdure as thougrh it wore
the first outeome of 1-lis fulness, does
continuaily send as richly i-he fulness
of God into human souls, age after ago,
as when the first outpouring began. Who
s0 fit to be the Administrator of this
hoaveniy Baptismn as fie of whoin John
haro record tlîat "fiHe is the Son of God ?»

It is, inoreover, revealed to us thirotigh-
out the Acts of the Aposties, and the
Episties, that this is our Saviour's work.
iPutting it generally: in the Gospels 'vo
have Him -set before us as the Atoner;
i the Acts -%ve have fis work as the

Baptizer. The Gospels take us up to
Calvary, wviiere the foundations of the
Church were laid in sorrowv, tears, and
blood;- the Acts take us on from Cal-
vary to witness the resuits of the Resur-
roction and Ascension, and show us tie
great baptizint wvork of our Redeemer,
as the power wvhereby the first Churches
wvore built up and Ijelievers " added to
the Lord."

If we pass on f romi the Acts of the
Apostles, and go Mhrough the Episties,
wve there find that every virtue and
evcry grace i attributed to the Holy
Ghiost.- Whether it is faith, or love, or
joy, or peace, or -%vhatever it be, it is
owing to the life and power of the Holy
Ghiost first coming, into the believer, and
thon radiati.iý; from hirn, making, the
Church brighter and the -world poorer.
And thus, this is the great privilegre in
whicli, as believers, we have to irejoic-
that our Saviour live.ï and reigns above,
iii order to give us> at any moment, the
plenitude of tie Holy Ghost; îîot occa-
sionallY, but perinanently; not fitfully
and unicertainly,bu t on'ýtantly and su rely.
Yea, as surely as the Father is réady to
give good thing's to them that asic Hlm,
s0 surely is the Lord Jesus, as fie -%vho
baptizeth with the HOly Glhost, roady
to giÏve us this-the one distinctive bless-
ingy of the great Christian age-that
constant, that perpetual. Baptism oE
Power of which Mlie outpouring, of the
Holy Gliost on the Day of Pentecost
wvas but the inaugural pledge.

THE EFFEOTS 0F THIS flAPTISM.

Let us now suppose that wve were al
roceiviîîg abundantly of the fulness of
the Holy Ghost from our risen Lord,
Nvhiat wvculd be the effect upon our own
spiritual ,life ? If we wore filied with
the Spirit, tbat lufe would rise and grow
immoasurably in holinoss and power,
and our courage atnd vigyor in the gyreat
battie with the sin and ignorance around
us would be surprisingly augmented 1
Yoa, ive should ho so eînpowered svith
Divine migh it, thiat the sense of our own
weakness would. alrnost be forgotten,
thiroug(,h the overpo;voringr fulness and
energry of the gift of the Holy Giîost.
And thon. if this Baptism. of tho Spirit
were to corne upon us fuliyand abidingly,
as ininisters and pastors, we shouid
proach wvith now power, and our hearers
would be inspired with new life; tiiere
would be new enorgy diffusod throughi
all our conrrogations, a new aspect
w'ould be put upon our Christian work,
and xnany of those miserable barriers
whlîi divide Chiristian froin Christian
would be broken down. The hard words
that Christians utter to and of oach
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