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alwvays been told to believe, and that you find it difficuit. I will 'lot Mlle
you. Soinietiiînes fattL preaclied to youiig Clîristians,. with no e.xenitkaiictiûn
or sinifplifyiii- of the act, is as inapprop)riate am to, set a bushiel of whjeat ber-fère
a lialt' starved stickling- babe -witli the invitation to, eat. You cainnot Ibelieve
witlhctt an object, of Iàith. lHe stands florth, bellore you lu the Gospels, -Jesuis
the Soli of God. li tisis senise faitlh is the gift of God. You caîîîîot bel jeve
without grotinds, or evidences. They are found la the Gospels, iii the
miracles, and sinless chas-acter of Jesus Christ, and iii the efets of blis
Gospel iniiai uina arts and lives, and iii its beneficent influecs oni the
nations whicll have reccived its blessed light. The evidences of Chris3tiaïIlity
are the gifî; of God to, you. But to receive their convixxcing elffct yoti insiist
study thein constantly with a candid nind, willing to followv wherever tiue
trutli le-ads. If you wouild have faith iii Christ, becomne familiar with Ris
cliaracter and His teachiings. 1V inay be that, we have four Gospels iii ordlr
thiat the Soni of God, iii tise 1)rfectiii-of'is naîhood, and the sp)lenideur of
]îiz 'Xodhiead, inay pass four tinies before your o,,yes. As hoe Nwho would bc a
perfect, orator or poet is, exhorted by Horace Ilto, liaîdle tue Grecian iedoels
with a daily and a niitly liaid," so iiiîst the believer, who aspires to
be a peret Christianî, sit, before, the geat Exeînplar by day and by iglit.

Aueuurugfathislagely grounded iii the intelleetual nrap of the tn-itl,.
There is a sense in which we iiiist kuiow iii order to believe. A mnu's
chiaracter iiiist bc fiavourably kuown Vo, the banker, before hie %vil1 etitrîst huin
with biis iinoney. The more wvo knowv of Jesus, by the study of bis fourfold
biography, the deeper and broader the foundation for ouir faith iii His promises.
It also gre-atly assists our fsitlî Vo know wvliat inarvellous efiets bave f*o1lowed
it 4i the history of tIhe Chiuroli, especially ini thse opcing c1îapter-tlîe Acta
of the Apostles. Trace agaiin anîd againi tise triuînpliaîît mn;rcli of ouir
hioly faith fromn Jerusaleni, conqucriîîg the inveterate prejudices of' Jew
and Genîtile, as iarrated by St. Luke in thse Acts. You -%vill fixîd that fihi is

conitagious. Alssociatioin vitli sorne cýaaciois soulwlio eiiilr«ces thie.iamplituide
of tise promises and hiolds fast Vo tisein Nvith au unirelaxiug grwsli helps
the feeble siinews of spiritual iinfaiuey te jrow strong. St. Paul is sudsh a seuil.
lie is a spiritual giant. lie is accessible to yoti au. lis eiithuisiastie aydeur,
blis invincible faith, wlsicli neitiser stripes iior prisons, plotting ,Jews ieor
riotonis Gesîtiles could shako, will be a toniie to your spirituialwcks.
Lock amis Nvith him, and walk thîrouigl bis episties tihi you catch ]lis gait alid
imensure up to lus Titanic strides, as lie boldly approaches th~e tiirone ecf graco
iii the niaxnm of the evesliviiaîg R15i11]?riest. Ilwhat, part of the Bible do von
read the inost ?" said a Scotch iniister to, an old wojinaii of reniarkabhe faith
iii God. Il"he glorious episties-," 'vas tu quick repiy. On this stroig nieat
aIl the giant.s of tise Cliurcli lave fed. Yon wviIl find t. iPaul's Inter Upisties
especi;shly adapted Vo eslreyour view of your p)rivilCge unider thsedien-
tious of tise Spirit. It is very evidexît that, tIhe rreat, apostie grow ini gmace
miglitihy between tlue day whleil, the soahes MoU fi oui Iis eyes iii 1-iiiinascus asnd
the daiy wlicn hie penîiied tise epistie to the Ephlesiaxîis. But do iset lest
satisfied with ais intisuate, acquainiuce witli the Scriptiures.

3. XVhile, nîaiug this acquaintauce wvith the grounids of faith, endeav'ont
to tuppropriate to yourself every promise of spiritual grac. St, Paul imade
the prüosise ani atoingic blood of Christ ]lis own prive pr<)perty. Ilere
ivas tise secret of ]lis lierculeau strengthi of faith. «Thse life %vlioh 1 now live
in tIhe flesh I hive, by tIhe faith of (iii)otlue Soli or God, whîo loved -»14, anîd gave
iiiisself for 2n"le did not, exclude othe-i, but hiý.. ivas sure to, ielde
hiinself, and to, ilnsist not on za fracetion of Christ, buit a wliole Christ to ho as
coxnpletely appropriated to ]iuxself as if lie were the sohitary soli of M~ain foi
-%vhonui atonineut liad been. nile. Riutherford, w~hos maille is precious to aifl


