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THE BLIND LEADING THE BLIND.

) Reap Luxe vi. 39,
9( / R 1

uts is one of the shovtest and simplest
of parables.  Indeed, we should have
wther ealled it a proverh, had it not
BLeen called a paable by Luke. 1t
scems to have been spoken by our
Tord on two occasiony, as recorded
by datthew and Luke.

R There is no difliculty therefore in
s naderstanding  this  short  pmuble,
5 The blind leaders mean tie Servibes

wd Phavisces; the blind who were led mean the
imorant Jews whom they faught; and by failing
iniv the ditch we are {o un-
dentaned going astmy as {0 g5 o
F ospititual  things,  wandeiing oA
f from true doctrine and practice,
f and so coming to ruin, or al
¥ ot suffering danger and loss,
2 The people therefore were not
[ {0 follow such feachers; for,
ot knowing the way of God
themselves, they could but lead
ciliers astray.

The only tyue spiritual light
Feones from God, and this hyht
He has given in Ilis Wonl.
Saibes and  Pharisces
R were DlEnd leaders, because
3 thev forsook  the Word of
f Ged. This was their fanlt,
1aid it was this that aade
them unsafe feachers.

1 Al who forsake or distegard
E & Word of God ave but blind
2 baders, for that Wonld is still
e vuly sure guide.  Manners
il customs, forms amd cere-
1 onies ehange, but the Word
of Gl remains the same. The
| duws had but a portion of it,
welave the whole.  The light which they enjoved,
tongh true, was but faint and dim, compared with
ile light of the Gospel.  So that we may say, with
E evenmore conlidence than David,  Thy Ward isa Jamp
tato wmy feol, and a light wnio my path.”  For there
4 we find light indecd, and no darkness : the light of
iruth, the light of God, the Hight which never misleads,
i the Tight which gmides, cheers, and comforts all who
3 walk hy it

Yet thew are still Blind leaders, and for the same
g Tason as of old : they do not take the Wond of Ged as
their Fight.

Seme pay £0 much atiention to forms of man's
% invention, that their mind is dmawn off from the Wond
3 of Gunl,

Some refuse to submit theiv understanding to the

deatl.

Precept, Promise, 4
Wraper.

Watch therefore, for ye
y know ncither the day nor
the hour whesein the Son
of man comcelth,
Matthere xxv, 13,

—

This God is our God
for cver and ever: Hewill
be our guide cven unfo
Lol xviii. 38

1 wait for the Lond, my
soul doth wait, and in
iy His VZord do | hope.

2l XXX 5.

Word.  They doubtand cavil, and find faneied defects,
aml venlwre to seb up theiv own little 1cason against
the plain wond of Seripture.

Some, though sincere, have never songht the teack-
ing of the Tloly Spirit, and thevetore the main truths
of the Word of (iod are hidden from them. The lisht
is betore them, hut the eyes of their understanding are
darkened.

Some are careless.  Though by profession teachers
of others, theiv hemt is noi in their work.  “Lhey
have no knowledge or love of Christ in their hemty,
no concern for souls, no carnest desive to lead them
arvight,

These are all blind leaders of the Ulind,  They can.

not teach what they do not know., They cannot lead
others by a way which they have not found themselves.
The poor and ignorant who go
to them for guidance do not
find what they seck. Yorsurely
one cannot lead another to
Chyist who has not sought Iim
for himself, and it is hard to
think that a soul can receive
spiritual Jight by means of one
who shows no sign of having
received it himself,
« The test to which all teach-
ing should be hrought is the
Bible. “To the law and to
the testimony: if they speak
not according to this wornd, it
is because there is no light in
them.”®  Allreligious teaching
should be judged by this mle.
Scriptural {ruth is the point of
first importanee; and no teach-
ing can be really good and
wholesome in which this is
Iacking or even ubseured.  As
it would be the height of folly
{o trust one<dlf to the guidance
of 2 blind man, so it cannel
be vight or wise to listen to
unsaripiural teaching. A proud,
eaplions, arifici~sing  spivit must indeed he guanded
againgt by hearers; but, in hwmility and sineerity,
with an carnest desive to know the truth, and {o be
fod with spiritual food, it is not only their right, but
their duty, 1o judge what they hear by the standand of
the Wond of God.

Let those who ave plced by Gals providence
where the trath is faithfully proclaimed, bless God
fur this great merey, and seck camnestly fo bring
forth fruit to Ilis glory. Xet those whose lot is
less happily cast make it & waiter of continual
and persevering prayer that God will give His Holy
Spivit, and bring bolh feachers and hearers into
true Gospel light.  And let their prayer be the prayer
of faith.

® Ysaiah viii. 20, 15
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