Suveny

We are sorrv to have kept our readers waiting so long for this
month's number ; but we-conld not help if. ‘
Since the iasue of our last, the Master hae been pleased to call u
aside from the active duties of life into ‘e Bamber of sickness.
And however much « flegh and blood * may doprecate suchb expen-
ence as we have been called to pass throWe have no doubt it is
good for us ; ard we are thankful to ssy{ that whether suffering the
greatest psin, or—as the nstnral <ffoct of the disease—fooling the
greatest depression of spirit, we were uever tempted——even for a
moment—to doubt either the wisdom ur goodnegs of Him ¢ who

worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.”

Wo believe there are lessons to be learned which can only be
Jearned ¢ffectually by = lversity of sowe kind or sucther, and we trust
that we have by our sicfnass, short as it has been, learned some of
those lessons. Wo have had e.g. brought home to us in & way
which no mere words could have done, the uncertainty of all tempo-
ral blessings and even of life itmelf. By eaffering intense pain we
have learned somdhing of that love which led - the Lord of glory to
voluntarily endure the eross for sinuers. We have learned—-prac-
tically—sowething of the sustsining grace of God. And we hope
we bave learped to sympethise more fauy with those who are iu
affliction. Thege are Yesson. ~Hirh we all neod to learn, snd what-

~»~cr means are used by our Heavenly Fatherm teavhing us must be

blessings, thaugh sometiwes mdaagm e.

We are thankful o say that we ace in 8 fair way of resuming our.

usnal duties in s fow days, and we .sk the prayers of our readers

that we may some forth from the sisk room more than ever in earn-

est, fully determined to devote body, sonl and spirit -to the wark of
the ministry in presching Christ and “im crucified, and i seeking io
win souls, as well 5s to build up Christ’s people in their most holy
faith ; having learnod how short is time, how opportuninics are pass-
ing away, apd how soou will come the night when no mau can work.




