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the original imipulse no rnattcr what mighit
ho tho advantagoe of interfercuce ? Man nt
toast is flot se helpless. le can interfere
with bis owvn works to stop tli, to vary
them, te guide them. Ife interkeres ovcn
with God's wvorks ovcry day, breaks chai eu
of nattural causation at a tlisand points.
Is lie greator than God ? The God of
science is a miserable fetislh. The spirits
Iocked up in caves by genii arc es ise lple3s.
lot science at loas9t give God soine liberty'
-a frecdom of %vill.which, either by or
-%vithout motive savo what lie finds in him-
soif', ie able to do what his creattiresecau, in
regard to their worke daily perforai. But
ia doing this it coacedes the possibility of~
the miracle.

IlBut thoughi possible, the scientifie mind
2o aecustomed to absoltite regnlarity finds,
itself at last incapable of conceiving the
suspension for a moment of any one natiir-
ai law. Childliood belice'es any wvonde r,
youth begyina to doubt, manhood to dcny,
andi as knowiedge increasos the possibility
of thc miraculous vanishies." Well we
cannot deny the tendcncy. We fei tliat;
ail material things go on by flxcd laws,
but are we scientific in inaking our experi-
once the xncasure of ail oxperience? \Ve
should flot permit our tondencies te pro-
nounico impossible what ive bave prcrîously
seca to bo possible. Science shio-ab ptt
thc curb, on its tendencios or it will plunge
iuto absurdity. The wviso tongue will ho-
corne a balbier. Strange that science, the
lîighest thouglit of the grandest bcing made
by God,-the great contradiction of atho-
ism-should affirni atheism as its faitit.
But wve remomber Ilthe ivoFld by wisdomn
knows flot God.'>

So we return. to the consideration of the
trastworthinesq of the wîitnesses with thia
thouglit, that tliough thcy should afflrrn
some things that are miraculous about
Christ, wo are nlot to assume that ail this i&
mythical, the work of poptlar imagination.
Wro refuse to take it for a canon that the
mir.aculousis to ho rejeetedbecause iL igs s ch.
'IVe are nlot about te affirmn nt present thc
insp)iration of the record, the truth of the
miracle, and, as a consequence the divine
origin of Christianitv. It lias boee said

tInt in the presenie day the nmiracle is the
great weight wlîich Oliristianity lias to bear.
Mliracles do fot support it-tiey are sup.
portci by it. If that were truc, and in one
sonse it is,wohave tîmispositioFnto mnko1goa(i
-It is able toboar tiemu. Only know C]rist
and ail miracles will ho possible untoyotn.

]But we must flot forget the Mvythical
I'hîlosophers. Tlîoy have taken awa7' the
miraces ; well, lot tlîem in the moantinie.

Yes, prctty mucli. Clîri2t's chiaracter?
Yes, tbat too ; for it would bc cvideonîk
more difficuit tu suppose such acliaracter
inventeÎi, timon that one actually exibted
sutitainiig iL. W at otin ~ncx
for thie most cloquent expression ef thi&
trmth. TIe witncsses, theu, are trust.
wortiy so far. Mhiemn we canliave Christ
up before us. If Strauss refuses to tllon
Jolin to corne tnp as an cyc-witness andi re-
porter of actual sayings-Renin, lus pupil,
thinks thmere is no good reasoi whiy hoe sIioald
ho put ont of court. «After ail, hoe only
says iii bis own way wvhatfflio othiors have
said in tlii ivay. We have no objection
to admit that lie preseuts, the doctrine of the
incarnation afier a I'Iatonic fasiuion, but hie
presents ih. II The nord wvas made flusi,'
contains ail that Lukie lias spread over cvo,
chiapters. Jolin, too, lias a retentivo ineni-
0ory fer the antiiogies -which.ii fen, arose iîD
Chribt's comnmunications with the Jeirs,
We saaI net, boweycr, asbtume anytiim
whidhi our oppontents are uuwilling to
grant. If thîcro ho any siand bcncath crr
foundlations ive are Nwilling that it be re-
înoved, if only we at hast corne to tIc rock,
and thiat; rock is flot Johin, or àfatthew, or
Peter, but Christ.

The point, then, at which we commence,
is thnt a certain charactor bas been drawn
of Chrisjt by the Evangchists, whsichi is alto-
gethor original and unique-the liistory et
the wvorld prosents nociiing hike it. Moscs
and Elias, Isaiah and Ezok-iot grow pale in
the ligît of thuis brighit star, It vas mno
affectation, but siÏmple truth, which led tbe
Baptist to suy, the latcict of his shoo Im
flot worthy to unloose. Ail the ivorld las
iooked to it -tvith thse long wonder of d
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teen centuries. Imposture, or superstition,,
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