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boeh thee, 0 Lord ; we bescoch Thee
se.nd niv prosperity 1

While the year. closes se peacefully a-,
respects the British ri.mpire and our wvhole
American continent, wve shoîtld sym-pathiize
deeply with that gallant but misguided
people, iwhoso lands are trodden and deso-
lated by tlan foot of invading at-taies, and
wve May wvelI remember that the niiseries of
the Germans are second only te those of
the French. IVe may at the sane time
egqive thanks for the ministex-ies of mercy
and love whlich have arisen wvherever the
demon of war lias extended bis cruelties.
The red cross is the badge of thousands
from our noble fatherland as wvell ns fr-om
Gcrmany and France, mon and women
whe have given themselves te the work of
sttending the sufferings of the wvounded
eand supplying the wants of the sîck.
Funids are supplied without stint.* Hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds sterling bave
been freely sent over te the Continent te
provide the cemforts dispensed by these
angels of mercy; and the spirit-of sel-f-denii-
al, and of Christian love thus called forth
as one of the redeoming features of tlae
otherîvise terrible eonflict.

Presbyterinnismn has shewn more than
its wontcd vitality during the past year.
lu the United States the union of tDue Old
and New Sehiools bas nobly stood the test
of iLs flrst and mnosr trying year. Parties
who once were rivaIs, hlave vied with ecdi
other in manifestations of genereus confi-
dence and brotherly love. Ma.rked pro-
ga-ess bias already been made in raising the
Five Million Tbhank-offering; Home Mis-
sions; Foreign M~issions ; Colportage;
Theological education, in short, alt the ev-
angelistie enterprizes of the chureh, have
felt the happy influence of the union. in
Englanti the Presbyterians bave been
working iýith the utmostenergy, extending
the inflûence of a pure évangelical sys-tem
in places -th at have long lain under the
blight of a pre4 bat. dead erastianisn or a
galvani.zed, sacerdotalismn. There is a pro,
speet of dan early union of the branches of
the PresbyteriaufamilyiiBgad se
cially gratifying, te al1 Preshyterians mnust
hoe the vigour, the wisdorn, the zeal mnï-

festcd during a ycnr of peculiar trial by our
sistcr churcli in Ireland. Ministers and
people bave risen with equal spirit-to meet
a great emergency. The withdrawal of the
Regiurn Dontirn bids fair to prove the occa-
sion of a new era of self-sacrifice and earn-
est unitcd work. In Scotland there lins
been inneh to interest the thoughtful
observer. The proposed union .between
the nen-establishied churches bas met the
approval of nearly ail the 'United Presby-
terians and Covenante-rs, but it bans met the
n'sst earnest opposition of an influential
minority in the Frec ChureI. 1'Patronage"
lias been denouncd by a large majority of
the Established Ohurcli Assembly.-The
missionary and evangelie efforts of the
Scottishi churches were neyer more vigor-
ously prosecutcd.

Looking nearer home, wve must flot for-
get to note the promising outlook there is
for union among the Preshyterians of these
Provinces. Union Committeés met in
bMdntreal; and the Most sanguine could
not hiope for hrighter results. We know
flot what a year or even a day may bring
forth; but we believe and know that the
Kingdom. of the Lord lJesus musc be ad-
vanced, until ail lands are brought under
Ris sway. &e it ours, wvhile spared, front
year to year, te do aIl in our power to.
hasten that blessed time.

STATISTICS.
Iu a few dayýs the blanks for theý Statisti-

cal Iteturns for 1870 will ho ini the hands
of ail our Sessions. These blanks sbould
bo filleê, up without delay aud. sent te the
Clerks of Presbyteries. *The S!nod of 1869
directedl the Committee on. Statisties te
bave the table for that year'published in
the Recrd for Juuie, 1870. Tlis, the 1Ccîn-.
mittee tried to do, but t.hey found it utterly
impossible, as Sessioi failed: te send in
their returns in time ic, the Clercà of Pres.
byteries, andi the Clerks *ould noét fôr*àrd
theï te iho Committee. 'Tlts wa"é a .seri-
ous diapitoent. >The adt' was
broughit beforethi Syned, ihd explanations
were offered; but it was clea:r'that -there

1871.


