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NOTES ON THE MAGAZINES.

“Mercury’s” seventh number is ap-
propriately good. *The Energetic Ego”
and “What the Symbols Say” are fit
and proper items for that Theosophical
child’s reading book we hope to see some
dey. We who were brought up on
Kingsley’s *'Madam How and Lady
Why,” and such sterling stuff find here
the missing links of law and life whose
absence then subdued enthusiasm and
gave Art a chance to rob Nature

“The Path” continues H.P.B.’s Let-
ters. It appearsthe English Freemasons
bestowed a diploma and decoration up
on herin 1877. ‘*‘Testimony as to Ma-
hatmas” might be fuller if the injunc
tion “See thou tell no man” were not so
pinding. *‘Conversations on Occultisin”
deseribes Black Magicians and their
methods. Mz, Wright points the moral
“Do not desire to tell people how much
you know or how wise you are, but
rather instruct them so that they also
may acquire the knowledge and the
wisdom for themselves,” Mr. Fuller-
ton breaks a butterfly in “Projected
Hari-Kari,” the last paragraph of which
is almost sardonic.

“Scribner’s Magazine” recently had a
tale illustrating the alleged existence of
a metal named Osiris—why not orichal
cum?—whose value depended on iis
opacity to the force of gravity, all ob-
jects losing their weight on having a
sheet of the metal interposed between
them and the earth. In this way the
Pyramids and other great-stoned struct-
ures were easily erected, says the
romancer. DBut what if it be true?
February Scribner has an interesting
article on “Giants and Giantism” in
which overgrowth is descri®ed as a dis-
ease—acromegaly—due to a degenera-
tion of the pituitary body, a gland
which Dr. Dana believes to be ‘“‘an
organ which separates from the blood
some substance that has an important
ause in the economy.”

*The JIrish Theosophist” has Jasper
Niemand's third *Letter.” *Heed now
the danger of this spiritusl current to
those amongst you whose thought.
forms, whether of creedor plan. or what
not else, are fixed. Reactiva
awakens the pictures of erroneous im-
ages to fresh life, and casts their vivid
images anew upon the brain: bewilder
ment results.” Mr. Judge is positive
about H. P. B's teaching on the clusing
of the cycle in 1897, The door to the

Lodge will shut—religious effort vill go
on as usual—*but at the striking of the
hour the door will shut, and not all
your p' adings and cryings will open it
to you.”

“The Vahan” for Jaruary is a joust-
ing tournament. “‘Lucifer” also blows
the herald’s trumpet. Dr. Hartmanu
cousiders the disturbance an immense
joke—which it is, only the Englisnh are
weak of perception. Mr. Green sweeps
the arena with H, P. B.’s letters to the
Atmerican conventions of 1888 and 1889.
Dr. Coryn's fine article on '*The Heaven-
world,” and Basil Crump’s equally ex
cellent one on ** Theosophy and Criwme”
are concluded. James Nissim ha- a
most_interesting paper on “The Will
and Reincarnation,” dealing with the
question of whether we must go to
heaven or not.

. *‘Book Notes” announces the publica-
tion of “The Mahatma; a story of Mod-
ern Theosophy.” at 6s, and **The Dream
of Ravan” at 2s.

“The Theosophic Gleaner” (Bombay)
begins an article on *“How to Begin the
Study of Theosophy,” and says: “Pol-
itically the vaiue of Theosophy is in the
scientific and true basis it furnishes for
the good government of countries and
nations, without resorting to forcible
and violent means as we now-a-days find
to be the case in the west.”

“The Journal of the Maha Bodhi
Society” supplies just that information
regarding Buddhisin which we heartily
covet respecting the other great reli-
gions. *““What is Buddhism?” in the
December nwmber, the translations of
Buddhist scriptures, etc.,and the sketch
of “Ruddhism in Ceylon” and criticism
of Sir Monier Williams’ misleading lec-
tures on Hinduism1 and Buddhism are
exceedingly instructive, and we hope to
reprint the summary of *“Buddha's
Teachings” next month from the Janu-
ary number.
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