
TRE1 CANADA FAli)1,1.

in completely reversiag the asv.et of things. Wo
shall briefly review the history of the year, se far as
if relatei ta the leading products of the farm.

oAM AIND PLo'n.

The grain crop of 18tà has not only been a heavy
one, but It has also been of excellent quality. White
whcat lia scveral of thae old townships was good, ni-
thouglh somewahat smuatty, but in tho new townships
il, was of very superior quality. From Cobourg east
the crop was a partial failuire. West of Cobourg,
Iaowever, especially west of Stratford, iL was very
heavy and the sanaple o wheat, excellent. Spring
wheat in the front townships was a light crop of
average quality, wliilst in the rear townships the crop
was ap'endid. l'eas were aiso a f1rst-class crop.
There was more barley grown lia Canada during the
past year th:.n evrer before. probably moro than
double the quantity grown in 1861, almost ail of
whieh louni a market in the Unitel States. During
the past year not le" than 2,992,432 bushels were
shipped fron Canadian ports to Oswego alone, of
vhich nearly 700,000 bushels were from Toronto.

The shipments lo Chicago from Toronto were, during
the past season. 315010 bushels, and to Toledo 67,-
532 bushel.

The total shipments of barley from Toronto by
water were 1,107,2 Il bushels, being largely in excess
of the slipmnitsa of wlat, Our great staple, there
having been but 770,692 buashel of wleat sent away
dulirinag the saine period. These igures do not in-
chide tht quîantities that amay have been taken by
railroal. Large quantities of peas have also been
shipped. principally ta Montreal, ta 1111 English
orders. The price of barley at this port, bas filuctated
between 53c and 80c, these being the lowest and
bighest prines of the scason. The previous season
52c and 83c were the lowe.st and highest prIces given
at this point. Peas, during 1865, have fetched fron
56C to 90c. In 1861 they brought from 50a to 63c.
Wheat has rangel in price as follows:-Fall wheat,
from 90c t $1 55 ; Spring wheat, 80c ta $115. The
previous year the prices stood--for fall wheat, from
84e te $10 3; and spring wheat from 76c to 90c. For
the first threo months of tho past year, prices kept
pretty low and steady, but towards the close of navi-
gation they took a start and went rapidly uap. It
then began te b feared that there would not be
enough grain in the countay to feed us until the new
crop was ready for use, and some speculation, there-
forè, ensued. Pr*ces consequently kept advancing,
till they reachet a point at which IL became profit-
able ta import flour and wheat from Milwaukee and
other western markets. A large quantity of their
best wheat and flour was se imported, and being at
once put into competition with our Own, checked all
tendency ta any further balvance. Prices wre rweil
maintained until harvest, which was an early one.
From the very first appearance of new grain and
fleur in the market prices took an upward turn, and
kept steadily ad-aucing during the greater part of
September and Gz:'ber. As tho season for shippirg
by water, drew ta a close, bnsiness very sensibly
languished, a reaction set in, and to effect sales con-
siderable concessions had ta be made. Stocks were
light, however, and the few who Lad any on band
preferred sbipping on their own account, te taking
the prices offered by buyers on the spot.

The flour market Las fluctuated greatly during the
past season, as the folloving table, giving tho highest
and lowest prices of irece usual grades, wil sbow:-

No. 1 Super. Extra. X. X.
Lowest prices,...$378 $422 $450
Hlighest prices.....$5 87 $7 50 $7 75
It ls almost impossible, with the means at Our

disposal, to arrive at any definite or correct estimate
Of tho quantity of grain still ta bo brought into mar-
ket. A few weeks of gooad leighing will probably
salve this problem, which at present occupies the
thoughts of dealers, and about which very diverse
opinions are entertained. Farmers are this 'r in a
better posilton to hola on te what stock they iJ.'V

yet hava on band than they have been for many years
past, ;,d they are not secmingly disposed to accept
much i ;wer prices than thej have already obtained.
Under such circumstances, IL in difmoult to express
any opInion as ta the amouant of business likely ta
bo dono during the remainder of the winter. The
largest quantics of grain net yet marketed are ln
tho counties of Huron, Bruce, Grey. Simcoe. Peter-
borough and Victoria, whero a largo stock of soind
spring wheat and cats yet remains. Want of aleigh-
ing bas doubtlesshadl much ta do in keeping the grain
yet ln hand from fnding its way to market. Coin-
paratively little bas been donc by shippic-; to Eng-
a dur ng te y e bik et our bausiness
having been wi nur neglighbours across the lake,
who thfi year Lave absorbed ail our best samples
and neaA.y ail our hi ger grades of flouir, and a gi At
part of our farta prodice of every description.

Much inconvenience and loss have resultel from
the-as IL appears to us-mistaken policy of ouîr great
lendlng railway, ln neglectirig local interesta for tho
sako of the through traffic. Produco dealers arc
eatirely nt the morcy of i railways, more hspecially
ai tLe Grand Tnuuîak. Tho pawver efth îL lading
officials of that lino over the produce market ba little
understood or appreciated by the gerral public, and
the modo of its exercise la a matter ûa sufficient im-
portance ta justify legislative action.

The uancertainty 'aviaicli prevailel S ta irbether fthc
Reciprocity Treaty will be renewed or not, has with-
held speculators fron joning in any very large
operations, and every effort wal doubtless b madc
by dealers to get tlaeir purcliases across the line b-
fore thla 6,l et March. Sheiuld thao reaty ual, ho
renewea, taere i nut mael apprehiensio amoug
traders that the interests of the country will material-
ly aufer. Agricultaurists will nadapt their productions
to the change of circumstances, and soon full into
another path equally lucrative, and perhaps more
advaptageous, bocause more independent of foreign
influences.

r0r.
Considerable cLange bas taken place in the pork

trade during the last commercial year, and unprece-
dentel activity Las characterisel tis branch of
business. Parchases liere were mainly made for
sbipping in the hog, altbough packers for city and
back country use, reapel the largest profits. It is
estimatel that the l whole Log " exports of last
season would average 200 hogs per day, throughout
a season of some ten weeks, the majority being con-
signed te Montreal. The value of the pork bouglit,
shipped and retained for the home market, is various-
ly estimated at 1,600 to 2,000 tons, worth from $320,-
000 to $400,000. But little barreled pork was put
down, so that Chicago was the chief source of sup-
ply for our summer demand. Prices ruled high ;
June delivery, Mess, $18 ta $20 ; August and Sep-
tember, $21 to b25 ; Prime Mess retaining its price
at $3 per barrel less. Messrs. Vm. Davies & Co. are
the most extensive packers in this city. Last year
they packed and shipped over 400 tens of bacon to the
English market, besides a large quantity for home
consumption. This year the saine firm, are beavily
engaged in the trade. Owing to the bigh prices coi
Inandea by all kinds of provisions and the reporte
scarcity of Logs, IL was generally antici ated that
oork wotld open at, and maintain, a very 1g rate.

The droves of hogs bought by Americans, he high
price of peas, and the light stock of old barreled on
hand, all conduced in the public estimation, te fix
figures, h'aving $10 for an average. The sceaon
opened, however, at about $8 50, advanced to $10,
and since that bas cased off t frmin $7 ta $7 40, at
which rates packers are slow ta take hold, believing
from Western indications, successive declinations,
and reports of dullness in tho English market,
that the maximum bas been reached, and that a fur-
ther decline of at least $1 may reasonably b expec-
ted. Receipts, se fnr, have been amalt ; but, as the
season advances, are expected te inerease. The
qualty of the pork already brought ta market is re-
marked by ail to be much superior to that of any
former ycar,'the effect evidently of "l hard feed."

- . BEEF.

IL la now some years since 1. a stock to any extent
Lad to Le imported Into Canada. On the contrary,
we have had to notico each year the increase of aur
exporte, but especially can we call attention to the
greatlIncréase offthe past season. Almost double
thè ieight of cattle; at nearly double the price, has
fonnh'Itaway across the Bridgela the year 1865, over
any former vear. Tho operations ln this trado cvi-

dently woro stimulated by tho requirements of the
American commissariat; but the war being over, the
army necesities have vanibed, and another year so
squccessfal cannot be reckoned upon, unless, Indeed,
the cattle disease abroad ls sualcient ta affect tho
markets. Tho condition of live stock Is, on the
whole, scarcely so favourablo as last yenr, vhich i3
attriiiutabl lo tho parched pastures causcd by the
dry weathe . The marketable stock In tho banda of
farmera Is now small. and a similar drain next season
would become dangerous. There ls, however, judg-
-ing from present appearances, but little prospect of
this. The cattle prohibition order, issued by the
Unitedl States government, bas put a complote stop.
per on this branca of trade, and the expecetl repeal
of the Reciprocity Treaty wIll effcectually check, -r
net wholly destroy il. IL la altogether probable that
ln the forni of frch beef, ice-packed, and of corn-
beef, barreled, a remunerativo market Lwill present
itself in Britain for all our surplus.

We are glad ta observe that the season"a operations
li this stp*Ie have yielded a good return to alI
engaged-farmers and dealers. Canadian farmers,
or rather their wives, are, however, only lcarning ta
make butter, for each successive scason a decided
improvement in quality la perceptible. While the
quality has imnprovel, the qqjantity bas increased,
dairies being now found by farmiers ta bo as remuner-
ative in proportion as cereal crops-it not more so.
The extensive canvas of our country by American
caittle buyers bas coniiderably thinned the stock of
milch cowis, nevertheless it la estimated that tle yield
of butter will this year exceel that of any former
one by somue thousands of firkins. In reference to
the systen of making and packing, some changes aro
especially desirable, in order to enhance the value of
Canadian butter in foreign markets. Among tho
improvements, we would suggest uniformity of pack
age in regard ta size, weight, and shape, the les fre-
quent use of hot water in churning, the absence of
the slightest variation in colour, and the use of a
finer quality and lnas quantity of sait, and ln no case
more than a sprs .e on the top of the clean whito
cloth. More woiking prier ta packing would also
enhance the value of Canadian butter. We will
venture to state that 23 per cent. of the butter brought.
to this market, if not rancid, tastes checsy, or of
buttermilk. Differer parts of Canada are noted for
different and distinct classes of butter. Brockville
butter, for instance, Las a provincial reputation, and
comanands anywhere and at any tim0 four cents per
pound more on its own merits than that of other
towns. Many countrystorekeepersdeserve censurefor
tlu negligenit manner la ';hich they receive and pack
butter. Every hue,from sickliest buttermilk toglowing
orange, ls received by them at one price, andl heaped
promisscuously on bins in their £ellars, there ta re-
mai until enough has been collected for a general
packing. The exposure of butter ta the air is very
anjurius, as is also the indiscriminate mixture of
colours aind qualities, Many storekcepers, however,
we are glad to sce, are beginuing ta refori taeir
method of butter packing, taking a practical lesson
from what bas been ta some of then, very dear ex-
perience.

The present, season presents a gradual rise in
prices, commencing in spring and cxtending te lIst
Noavember. Then, as navigation wa about to close,
freights ta advance, and the Sonthern markets be-
came nearly supplied, a decline was experienecd,
which bas since continued as steadily as did the ad-
vance during the summer. Speculation throughout
the summer months ran high, carrying up prices te a
point which we believe was never surpassed il
Canada. Exportation ta Britain was suspended early
li the season, as the state of the market wvould net
warrant a margin, and the superior inducements of
the Americau markets led aur shippers ta make their
consignments in that direction. .

Prices ranged as follows :-In June, 121 cents;
July, 14 cents; August, 16 cents; September, 19
cents; October, 21 cents te 24 cents.

CEEsB.
The usual imports of cheese have decreased mate-

riallysincelastyear. Canadian factories are increas-
ing in capacity, and improving in quality, supplying
a want, long fuit among us for good Canadian cheese.
The South Riding of Oxford la fast becoming the
Herk4iper of Canada, and in a few years it la antici-
pated, If factores continue to increae among us at
the same rate as of late, that cur import will be

1866.


