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THE CANADA FARMER.

Marca 15,

The Dairp.

EDITOR-L B. ARNOLD, oF J1I1AC 4, NECRFTAKY oF THE ANBKI-
AN DAIRYNEN'S ASSOCIATION,

Introductory.

1n opeaung a communication with the dairymen of
the Dominion through the columins of the Cavapa
Farueg, 1t will bo tho leading eftort of the wnter,
a8 it is the declared purpose of the pubihisher, to wake
tho Dairy Department both interesting and protitable.
Great progress has been made within u tew years, m
thoart and science of dairyg; sud though much
has been done, much more remmns to be done, and
the concentrated cflort of all concerned 1 1¢giured
to push progress and investigation further. We
announce at the dutset that wevery wuch desire the
co-operation of the dairy readers of Tun Finser,
both men and women, to wud 1 the furtherance of the
common cause It will be gratifying at all tunes to
have them' make statements of expenence which
they may deem valuable, to offer such suggestions
as may occur to them, and to present freely such
quenes as they may desire to have solved A satis-
factory answer to Ly ety yuestion that way be rased
is not pledged.  No single inda ndual can be expected
to oxplai, or to knoww, all that 1, or can, or ought
te bo known, concermng dwiry hushandry  The
field 13 too broad, and the amolved poblems that
aro constantly loomng up, hike o succession of \lps,
before the vizwon of the investigator, are too numer-
ous and too great to be mastered by a simgle mind.
But whatever has been guned hy havisg beon born
and brought up i the heart of the best dawry district
in America (Herkimor); by a hfe-long contact and -
tercourse with tho best dairymen, and the best dary
writers and mvestigators in the country ; and by an
experience that runs back over a quarter of a cen-
tury, in which study a.d manual labor m all depart-
ments of the dairy have been combined --bo 1t much or
httle—shall be at the service of the readers of The
Faryen who may seck 1t Andif amnd the contlicting
opinions that prcval m regund to dary matters,
statements shall be made or views expressed which
shall not appear souud, a friendly enticimm will
always Lo acceptable and 1s mmvitel  Thete 1s plenty
of room for all to improve, and it 15 very desirable
that the best effurts of all shuuld be contrbute 1.
Progress canunot be predicated so wuch upon the lahor
of any single mdinudual, as upon the combined
wisdom and expenience of all, aud 1t 13 to Le hoped
that tho readers of Tae Fanuer will appreciate how
much they can do tor cach other and the cause
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Advantages of Dairy Farmiug.

The introduction of the system of assucrated
dairying, and tho wmcrossed attention and study st
Lias attracted to the sabjoct, ave steadily makng the
business of dmry husbandry a leadig iamh of
rural industry  The more thoroughly the watter 1s
investigatod the more clearly dous st appear that the
dairy affords wany advautages over gran-raiswng
and the other ordinary branches of farnung, especially
in particular locahitics ; and as a natural conscqueunce,
this branch of {arming is stesdidy gammng adherents
in all parts of our continent.

In favorable scasons, the annyal returns from a
grain farm and & dairy farm do tot feat up with a
very wido difference; but that difference, whatever
it may be, is generally wn favor of thodmry. Batit
isnot tho extrasndinary margin of prafit afforded
by dairy farming that 13 makug so many con-
verts to the cause.  The inducemcnts which cause
%0 many to give a preferenco to this industry are
vanous ; and first among them is the greater certainty
it affords of uniform results. All that portion of Noxth
America included in the north temperate sone, is
subject to great climatic variations and sudden

- jother.

changos of weather, which more or less affect and
interfero with the farmer's crops.  Drought, eatly or
late frosts, eacessivo wet and cold, and storms of wand
and hail, are ever-and.anon, the secasion of untilled
bins and empty pockets 1 one part of the country or
On the prairies of tho western States, it
w estunated that the corn crop, (probably the most re-
hable erop in that sectn), 13 setiously myured on an
averago once m threo years  And all over Canada
and tho north-eastern States, crops are injuriously
affected by drought or other cause, to a serious cxtent
onco in four years. Grass 1 more tenacious of hfe,
and grows at a lower temperature than almost any
other farm product  Nothing is 80 sceure agaust
varying climate and sudden changes of weather as
grass ; and as the operations of the dairy farmer arc
based on thes crop, ho can count on results much
more nearly uniform than the graiv-grower.  Though
hiscows are hable to acaident and disease, his greater
seeurity ngamet samable scasons and  weather is
equivalent to a considerable premiwmn in faver of lus
mode of farming

A scconll counsideration in favor of dwmry hus-
baudry, is the greater wmformuty an the price of
butter and cheese, as compared with other farm
products,  The markets are often glutted wath the
different varicties of grain, meat, wool, &c, the
price runuing down helow hiving rates, to befollowed
perhaps by wtlation. In dary products variatious
arc¢ not so great  Perods of activity and depression
oceur, but there are no such wide fluctuations as in
the grain market  Great extremes cannot be reached
w the dairy  The cows of a couatry canuet vary
suddenly It takes four or tive years to producca
con —and the market cannot bo suddenly glutted.
In fact, the cows in any country generally maintain
a uniforia ratio with the number of inhabitsnts,
varying very httle, if at all. On this continent it
has remained nearly the same from the earhiest settle-
ment of the country to the present time, varyin
little from twenty three cows tv 100 inhahitants.
simlar umformity has prevailed in England and
other countries of Furope.  The rclation, therefore,
between the supply and demand of dairy products,
cannot vary suddenly or very much. The relative
proportions of butter and cheese may vary by reason of
changes from the manufacture of ono to the manufac-
ture of tho other.  But an excess of cheeso diminishes
the product of butter, for the number of cows and
the aggregate of milk remaining the same, if moro is
devoted to cheese-making, less must be to butter-
makiug, and rice rersa. Prices run up or down as
the mipply of cither varies, but dairymen osallate so
easily from the manufacture of one to the other, that
no great cxcesses or deficiencies can’ well oceur,
Theso circumstances have a controlling influence, and
willin the future, as they havo dono in the past,
keep prices comparatively oven.  The greatest
varations are occasioned by good or had scasons,
when tho aggregate of dmry products is swelled or
dimmished. )

The difference in the severity of labor in grain-
raising and dairy farmung has also, probably, some
mflucnce ininelining farmers to the dairy; but pearhaps
tho strungest inducement is the little cxhaustion it
veeasions to the fcrtiht{ of thosail.

How tho usual modes of farming cahiaust the
fertility of the soil is well known. Thestores of plant-
food which untold ages had accunulated in the virgin
soil arc sapped away in a few short years of subju.

tion to tho plough. The depleting process scema

estined to over-run tho whole co&ﬁnent. It swc:Et
stemily on, keeping paco with fhe removal of the
primoval forests, and Icaves everywhere impoverished
soils and diminished crope bohindit. The exhaustion
goes on till tho yield is reduced below profitable
culture, when somo new mode of operating muat be
adopted.  Stock-raising, dairyi allowing, rest,
green crops, plastering or artificial manuring must be
reso to, to increase tho yicld to profitable results,
for such results may always bo accomplishe:dd. How-
ever Jow tho fertihty may be reduced there is always
still Ieft in the noil an immensce wealth of plaut food,
though unavailable for pregent uso, Lecause locked
up ininsoluble compounds which require time and
the action of the clements to unloose.  Hero then is
a vast cxtent of land thus reduced, for the restora-
tion of which dairy farnning is most apgropmto and
inviting. It stops at onco exhaustion, but does not
stop income. It brings good returns from tho first.

Forage crops grow well whore grain crops pa({ pootly.
Seeding down to grass gives timo for air and water,
heat and frost, to ually unlock tho tenacious
componnds which hold the mineral clements of
planty, as with a tiem grasp, and leta them looso for
the rootlets to feod upon, or to accumulate in_tho
sl for futuro use. 1t gives time for tho absorbent
roperties of the soil to take in clements of fertility
rom the atmusphere, from the snows sud rans, and
from tho dewsof heaven  In this way a farm that
has been run down may bo made to grow rich, and a
rich one richer.  Tlus problem is often worked out
practically Ly farmers wath such satisfactory results
as to strongly induce others to *“go and do hkewse.”
The manurc-heap is tho all-essential thing with
the dairyman. His mode of farming allows him to
consumo the products of his farm on his own premises,
and to roturn nearly all that is taken from the sail,
back whenco 1t came.  There s a steady exhaustion
oing on upon a dairy farm as well as upon a grain
arm, but it 1s small in comparison. It consists
chietly of phosphates that are carried away in the
milk, and which may be easily restored with bone
carth. The wasto is so slow with ordinary care of the
wanure, that 1t is not usually felt for very many
years By carefully saving all the hquid manure
from the stables and the pens, the store whichis
already 1in the carth would hold out still longer.
This & dairyman should always do. The hquid ox-
cretions of his ammals aro worth fully as much to the
dairyman as the solid ; becauso it contains just what
dairy farmng is all tho timo inchined to waste. To
lose tho liquid mauure is to lose onc-half the benefit
to the farm from keeping a dairy. This fact is begin-
ning to bo protty well apprecisted.  While dairymen
arc swelhog the manure heap by overy avaulable
means, they aro at the same time ;doq‘tmgcon-
veniences to save sud utilize the valuable liqmds
which in former days were allowed to waste, And
this increased economy in manures makes the con-
trast between a farm and farmer growing rich and
oncthntis,growingpoor. %0 tas to sttract the
attention of observant men, who become persnaded,
and keep more stock and plough less.

Limit of Lands for the Dairy.

The firet limitation to dairying is chmate. If it is
either too hot or too cold to keep cows comfortable
and healthy, their milk will be faulty and its pro-
ducts poor. Tle climate of Canada 1 generally
iavorable. But protection agsinst the heat of sum-
mer and the scvero colds of tho winter is necossary.

The second limitation is tho supply of water. 1f
an abundauce of good, pure, fresh water, convenient
of access, cannot be had, thoughts of dairying had
better not be entertained.  Purc water isa ““sine qua
non” in dairying. It must bo running water, or at
least fresh. Stagnant or even slanding water should
not be nsed : it is unsafe. Local limitations on this
account often occur. Tho prairies are almost excluded
from dairying on this account.

Tho thind limitation is tho supply of food. The
quality must bo good, whateveritis. Itis impos-
siblo to make good milk from posr material; and if
such food cannot bo supplied cheaply aund abundantly
1t will restrioct the opcrations of the dairy. The
incroasing value of land in the older settled portions
of tho continent, tends to increase tho cost of cattlo
food, and to coufine tho himits of dairyingon one sido,
while tho increased occupation of new and cheap
lands on tho other, tends to the extension of the
dai:"y_in that direction. The immense extent of cheap
land in the Domimon will defy competition for an
i:l:ldcﬁmto period, eapecially in tho production of

cheese.
Peculiarities of soil have been supposed to set
tho most rigid limits to dai csgccixuyto the
cheesa intereat. It is not easy to sct definito bounds
to tho land from which good butter and checso can
only bomado. Dairymen have been compelled to
change their opinions in regard to tho extent of
dairying lands, and with more light they may have
occasran for further modification. It is bzt s fow
years since the best informed dairymen belicved that
tho limits of successful checsc-making were very
narrow, and that the peoplo of afew favored Jocalitics
anticipated that they “would uqcx for cver tho
grivil o of supplyiug tho world with clecse. Itis
ut a few years ago that New York supplied Canada
and the Western States with cheese, Eeam it waa
then supposed that good checso could not bo made in
cither . NowCanadais not only supplying herself,
but is Dbetter cheene to N
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