‘-.';moments “of tlme tha.t ‘seem-like" years—ay,.
. and:do ihe worlc-of. yea.rs “‘You: would have
" liked to a6 something ﬁne ‘to. ha.ve i che.noe

*'to show off. and-make the world cail:youa,

-_chaps eall ‘yon 'a-fool.”:
- “back:-you- will know: all:your: life, whatever
... they may- say, that . you -are ‘a’ poor pitifal

' .coward. Well it’s ha.rd duel; tha.t’s what- Small-pox is the omne 'disease: that is ‘most
-dreaded in-his class, and his mother had’
when she was a child witnessed an awful -
outbrea.k of it-in her native town, .and her-

‘him.-

“And- this is what comes to- you——a.
chance to’ die a dog’s dea.th whlle the. orther
Bt if: you turn your .

gt is-"ﬁ.. : ,' i ‘
'_ Jack Temple gnve ‘a. llttle sigh like a’

schoolboy dnven to. some. unwelcome task;

‘and took two, or three steps nearer t.o the‘
.woman. ! :

‘Cateh. hém of my arm,’ 16 sadd. Lean

'pretty ‘hard, ‘and. you’ll get along that ‘far,
.. 1 should: think:. 'If the worst comes to the
" “worst, I.can carry you a bit’

" The" woman stared_dumbly ‘at him,to0 -

SN

s muoh‘surpri‘sed to -make any movement to

Y

" now .too late to draw back.

accept his offered help; but he drew her arm

“firmly within his; and at the same moment
. his late’ compamons scattered back in all -’
: directions once_more, R

"From 'a- safe distance they ra.lsed thelr
voices .in confused remonstrance; angry,
men .are apt to be when they see a. man do-
ing what they dare not do themselves and

" ‘what they would like to think quite unneces-
sary to.be done by anyone,

Jack Temple would not have paid any heed
to them even if he had not felt that it-was
But he telt "

- little hurt when, as they went off more than -

" 'were ’going to finish the evenlng
. #You needn’t be fnghtened'
want to ‘have me I want as little to, come, : .
_he’cried, ﬁingmg the words 1ndig'nantly ‘back

one shouted back a-warning- that he. ‘was.
not to thinh himself fit company for anyone |
for. one While, and - that -he .had better not
try‘ to ‘join'- them at the place ‘where they.f :

I you don t

over his shoulder; and’ then he turned again
to the woman, and "gave.his whole mind to

" belping her tottering steps along the rough

half-made road. . -

It was not a pleasant walk for Jack Tem-
ple.” He had.put aside his fears, but’ he had.
not forgotten them ; :
tempted to burry his- charge beyond her
strength, that he might get-away from her
dangerous neighborhood.

She  began to talk, In her low shaken
vodce, g-lving some kind of explanation that -
ke could hardly catch, and was not at all

‘inclined to believe in He was quite sure

that ‘she had the small-pox whatever she
might have been driven to say; and while

~ ghe talked he was wondering whether, hav-

ing been vacclnated as & baby would protect

. -him now, ‘or whethér being vaccinated the
' next day or that very night would be a safe--

guard agains‘t dangers already run into.

And the time seemed so long!" The d.ls-
tance to the end.of that long straight road,
that his young feet could have travelled in -
five. minutee if ‘he had "been alone, . seemed
to stretch- itself out for miles as his com-

" “panion dragged , more . a.nd more weemily

upon his arm.:

Jack thought at last tha.t he- should rea.lly
have to keep his word and carry her; but
she ‘made shift to kedp on, and to creep past
the long front of the Small-pox Hospital;
and, ‘sure enough, the second of two small
oottz.ges that stood fifty yards beyond it

-was called Southview.

Here’ Jack had rather hoped that. he would

:': find- some one who would confirm the Wwo- -

man’s story, or-tell him honostly what was
the.. matter. with ber,. but as he tapped at

- ‘the ha.lf.-open -door a big stupid-looking girl-
~camse forward' and exclaimed in surprise at -
. the’ sight of his oompa.nion, whom she call-
‘ed Aunt lezie, nnd whom she evidently Im.d
. not seen for some time.; .

It was pla.in that ‘the woman mea.nt to.

"and he was sorely

i teli her own tale, trite.or. false, to these Te- ..
la.tions of: hers, a.nd Jack could see "mo: good.
ln staying to: h%.r her tell it ~He" was just

hurrying oﬂ’ when - she stopped h.im for am
T ”;’plucky fellow, ‘a. yoice in his hea.rt said to.: mstant to. beg for his eddress .and he: ga.ve

it 'and went’ a.wa.y, only hoptng that he might.
never ha.ve occasion” to think' of her again.

. It 'was: not; because Jack. Temple cared’ no--
thmg about intection that he had: ‘been the:
one“to come’ forward in this. emergency. -

_stories of that t1me had ' made a deep ‘im-
pression oL his, mind.‘ e :
He. was no coward; and if. he ha.d ha.d a.ny-

thing to do he would soon ha.ve ehaken off-.
hig fears: zmd hig- serlous thoughts reason— :
-~ able_ and umeasona.ble, bogether

But his hohday had - come to an untxme—

1ng. for the rest of ‘the’ evening""tyying" to .
set his ta.ce to; wha.t m!ght e before him. .
Tha.t hls rea.rs were more’ tha.n half fa.ncl--

‘ful, that, right ‘or wrong, the next’ mornlng a
»‘would see him’ ree.dy to la.ugh at: them, malde .
no dlﬂ'erence to; Ja.ck Temple Just them. " In -

the fulness of life and strength, with plenty.
of time to think: about lt, he had’ to realize
how near dmth is to all ‘of us; and ‘8 cold

'breath from the g'mve seemed to chill the.
- Warm- young blood in. his velns, " -

.1t did oceur. to him that’to go out and get -

‘drunk would be'a very: good way-of forget-'

ting’ unpleasa.nt t.houghta ‘If he had run into

v;this danger. by mere acciden/t, he might per-
- haps have’ ta.ken that:way; put .now he felt

a sort. of nnwilhngness to spoil ‘what, had
been mea.nt we]l in that fas.hion.‘ 'Nay ‘he
thought 1 mea.nt it on ‘the right side._
face it out a.nd take the consequences and
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“IT ENDED IN. HIS GOING TO THE CLUB DOCTOR’ |

ly end, and yet there was of course no work _

for him to do. His home was too far off to

-go to, and even if it ha.d not been he might

not have felt himself safe.company for any-

‘one. There was nothing for it but to take :
& walk by himself on the lonelicst, and airi- -
est and bleakest road he could find, and to-

amuse himself by wondering how soon a

‘man would begin to feel that he was in for -

sma.ll-pox, if he really had taken it.
It-‘ended in,his going to the club doctor
and getting hxmself vaccinated, thhout ex—

plaining . the rea..on for  his sudden.- desu‘e'
for the doctors servmes, :md then gomg

-./' "

not make a beast of myself this time., ' "

And as he sat and faced it out, the care-
Tess, hght-hearted boy, - to whom life ‘had
seemed . no more tha.n a game of chance greW
all at once into a man. T

He saw, or partly saw, hat life -was -
worth, and what he ‘might make of it if it
wos’ spared to hxm, saw the sins and follies
of the thoughtless past,. and’ felt a whole-
some pang of sha.me, caught a ghmpse of.-the
mewy that had Watehed and had. patience

,’nll through his’ ca.reless boyhood and_made

a-very. humble and honest resolve th'lt ifhe -
Wns kept now safo from ha.rm he would try, :

I




