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depose in favor of this system of education. The the Rochefoucaulds; the Polignacs, the Flechiers,
sirst fact is the universal esteem in which they wero|| the Bossuets, the Huets, the IFunelons, the Fleurys,
held, This esteem is testified by the numerous| This society with its defective system formed for ('hc
«olleges which were confided to their care all over*. magistracy the Lamoignons, the Biguons, the No-
urope. Now it is absurd to suppose that the vions, the Potiers, the Pelletiers, th: Henaults.—
whole of Burope, could have been so far deluded, It formed for the sciences and for literature a Justus
as to become infatuated, and that for nearly three  Lipsius, a Descartes, a Cassini, a Corcille, a
hundred years, with a system of education so bad, Rousseau, a Crebillon, a Moliere, a Pompigoan, o

-tsnot to Jeserve that areas.n should be given for
s condemnation. Their system was so much
esleemed and was found by experience so superior,
us Lord Bacon observes, to every other, that the

classes of other colleges were almost deserted for|

those of the Jesuits. Ewven Mr. Du Boulay, the
historian of the university «0f Paris acknowledges,
this. ¢f Students flock to the sciools of the Jesuits, |
whilst those of the uvniversity are abandoned.’—
Frequentantur eorum (viz. Jesuitarum) schola:
magno numero scholasticorum, et Academice
depopulantur.—1. 6, p. 916. They enjoyed tosuch
a degree the public confidence, that when they
quitted France under Henry IV. who in the begin

uing of bis reign expelled themn, and a few years af-
ferwardsrevoked the unjust sentence, which had
hanished them, the students preferred to follow them
to other countries, rather than to place themselves
under other teachers. A similar mark of esteem
was shewn to them at their expul ion from France
two yearsago, Their colleges in Switzerland and
Spain are filled with French students,

Another fact which deposes in favor of this sys-
tem is the great number of distinguished men who
owed to it the developement of their talents. 1 shall
tirst mention a few of those who distinguished
themselves in the society, and afterwards a few of
those whe were educated in its colleges.

Among those who distinguished themselves inthe
society, we find che names of Bouhours, Cossart,
Rapin, De la Rue, Jouvenci, Giaunatazi, Vallins,
Mascnius, &c. in the aunals of literature; the
vames of Arriaga, Scheiner, Kircher, Fabri,
Buffier in those of philosophy. ‘Fhe ecrudition of}
Petau, Sirmond, Bollandus, Papebroch, Hensche-
nius, Hardouin, Labbe, Tourncaime Nicolai, men
very different from the moving libraries of the Ca-
nadian Courant, is well known to the learned
world, The lalents of Clavius, Dechales, Fournier,

-

. Gresset,  Even the too celehrated Voltaire was
(their pupil.  They formed his mind for literature,
but their efforts to  form his corrupted heart for
yvirtue proved unavailing.
Hence we may conclude with the apologist of]
“this cel-brated order ; cither the education received
‘in youth does not contribute tothe success of great
men, and in that case every education is good ; or
;it docs contribute to their success, and in this case
‘the education of the Jesuits must be deemed ex-
cellent : at least it cannot be deemed so very
defective.

3, Lct us now seo whether reason is as favorable

to their system of education, asfacts and authorities
are.

In the Courant’s remarks there is an evident,
but, alas! an abortive attempt at depth and sagaci-
ty. He would wish for proper mnsters——nothin:ﬁ
moroe reasonable. He would desire a supply fro
‘England and Ireland ; that is fair—or from the

United States! Doublless to infuse into the hearts
'of the rising gencration sentiments of loyalty, of
patriotism, of altachment to the British government!
: Do you not then know, sir, how much depends up-

on the first impression which youth receives? But
, the education of the Eeart, the direction of the will,
{lhc enlightening of the conscience, the communi-
‘ cating of principles to regulate the conduct of men
‘as good citizens or good christians, scem to form no
Iportion of tho Courant’s system of education.
Let none be surprised at this assertion. I draw
it from hisown words. He would wish for a sys-
tem of cducation established on the broad basis ¢
civil and religious liberty, Now if this phrase
means any thing, it means that during the course
of educationteachers should not inculcate any prin-
ciples or maxims relative to religion or government,
which may have a tendency to interfere with the
religious or civil creed of studenfs. For ifhe can

Scheiner who first discovered, in tho year 1611,
the rotation of the sun upon its axis, (see his work
Rosa Ursina) Grimaldi,
Pegenas are admired by mathematicians and as-
tronomers. Bourdaloue, La Mulombier, Cheminais,
Dela Rue Seigneri, Pallu, Neusille rank high
among christian orators; and Mariana Strada,
DMaffet, Tursellin, Daniel, Bartoli Longueval,
Charlevoin, Berruger, yield to none the palm of
history.

From the Masters let us farn to the pupils.—
This society with its defective system of cducation
cullivated the talents of the Bourbons, the Condes,
the Contys, the Bouillons, the Luxembourgs, the
Villars, the Brissacs, the 3ontmorencis, the
D’Etrees, the Broylies—names encircled with the
laurels of military glory. This sacicty twith its
defective system of education formed for the charch

’ Protestant boarders should assist at the Catholic
Riccioli, Boscoritz, || service, although, as we shall hercaller see, this is

complain of Catholic colleges for requiring that

not contrary to Protestant principles and is required
merely to avoid considerable inconveniences, he
must complain much more of a direct and positive
endeavor to engage the youth to alter their princi

ples. Hence it immediately follows: that in his
system, the doctrine of the Trinity cannot be taught
because it would shock Unitarians; that the divini-
ty of Jesus Christ, and the truth of the christian ve-
ligion cannot be taught, becauss the first would
shock Unitariang, and both would shock Jews;
that the existenceof God eanno? be taught, because
it would shock Atheists; that the essential obliga-
tion of the law of nature, and the essential distine-
tion between right and Wrong cannot be taught®
because it would shigk the disviples of Hobbes,
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of Helvetius, of La Metrie ; thatthe civil authority
hag the right of punishing criminals with death,
cannot be te .ght because this would shock Tous-
saint, the Cavadiac Courant, &c.; in short it fol-
lows that no single truth relative ta religion, mor
ality or government, can be inculcated, because
there is no truth howevee evident that has not, and
may not yetmeet with opponents: for as Cicero
observes, there is no absurdity, however great, that
has not been maintained by some philosopher ; nikil
tam ebsurdum dici protest, quod non dicatur ab
aligtto philosophorim.- De Divinatione, 1ib.2p, 8S.
Peehaps the Courant did not infend to carry his
principle to such length. His expressions, how-
ever, authorise my assertion. If he did not mean
1o go su far, he ought to have reflected upon the
tendency of his words. There is much danger in
laying down principles couched in vogue, unde-
fined terms, which admit all tho latitude of interpre-
tation which passion, interest or Jmpiety can desire.
Although I am willing to excuse the Courant as
much as possible, I cannot help observing that be-
sides the words upon which I have just animadver-
ted, the tenor of the first balf of his articlo on edu-
cation leave him open to the suspicion of desiring
an irreligious system of education, For what other
tendency can his anxiety to exclude the clergy.
that is to say the ministers of God to whom by
right of office the moral and religious part of edu-
cation belung, from all interference with education,
even as commitice-men? To whom then docs
England, does Europe in general, does Canada
owe its scholastic institutions? How many
schoolshave not the clergy established- in various
patis of the Province !  And if more have nof been
established, it is not always owing 10 want of zeal
on their part, but to other obstacles : sometimes {o
the want of means, af other times to the dificulty
of finding masters worthy of confidence, (for their
attention to this point, to say the least, is as scry-
pulous as that of the Courant) sometimes to the
difficulty of collecting children from widely sepa-
rated habitations, and sometimes to the stubborness
of parents who would not co-nperate withthe zeal

jof their pastors All these circumatances are

carefully kept inthe back ground by the impartial-
ity of the Courant. Neither does he observe that
the portion of the Canadian population which pos-

.sesses mot the art of writing and reading, even that

ignorant portion whose nakedness has been exposed
before the Smperial Parliament,is as wellnay better
instructed inthe duties of religion and morality
than the great bulk of the population of England.
For the supertor attention of the Catholic clergy to
the duty of catechising children, and.of inétructing:
the ignorant is an indisputable fact.

Extraordinary assertions ! some will be inclined
to say—extraordinary as they may appear to the
ucreflecting, they are nevertheless correct. Thoy
who wish ¢e enquire howr far the knowledge of reli-
gion has flourished in ‘England under the fostering
caro of the established -clergy, would do well to
weigh the- Sollowing remarke, “The attention of
the nation, says Dr. Lingord, -has been Iately
turned {o the subject (namely ke state of seligiays



