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O’CONNELL’S SPEECH.

AT THE IRISH STATE TRIALS.

MUNDAY, FEBRUARY .5,

Long before the doorsof the Queen’s Bench
were opencd this morning, they were sufe
rounded by crowds of persous anxious to ob.
tain aduussion.  We never saw curiosity ex-
cited to such a piteh, and we do not exagge-
rate when we state that several thousands
went away who were disappointed m obtain-
mg places m the galleries and budy of the
Court, The arrangemants made by the Shenfl
were well caleulated to mamtaui ordor and re-
gularity. At ten o'clock preciscly theie Lord-
ships took thetr seats on the beach, and as
soon as the names ot the traversers and jury
were called ovor,

Mr. O'Cossern rose, aud, having howed
1o the beneh, proceeded to speak asfoliows t—
Gentlemen, 1 beg your patient attention whilst
1 endeavour to show you in as few sentences
as possible, and in my own plan and prosaic
style, my riglt to demand a favorable-verdict
without distespect on the one hand, or flatte-
ry oathe other. I shall not appeal cither to
your passions or your feelings, but I trust that
1 shall beable respe ctfully to show that Theve
a right to ask it in the name of esmmon seuse
aid comnion justice, and those beingthe basis
upon which 1 shall rest, Thave too high an
opinion of your undurstandings to doubt for &
moment I shall ask atm vain.  Bemg thus
convinced in my own nund that I am cutitled
to your verd:ct of acquital, and after the bril-
hiaat display of cloquence you have heard, 1
do not think thut I would be warranted in
tresspassing ou your attention at any greac
length.  Gentlemen have addressed you, with
whose eloquence you must have teen dehight-
ed as well as instructed, { will not, because 1
cannot attempt to follow them ; but I shall, 1
teust, subit o you plaun, unanswerable facts
that will come howe to your understanding
and goud sense, an  convince you thutinany-
thing | have done I have transgressed no law,
end was actuated solely by a desire to serve
my country.  Gentlemen of the Jury, Tam
here notas my own clent alone—my cliente
are the peop'e of [reland—1 ant-her? as coun-
sel for the Insh nation—1 stand here as the
advocate of the rights, liberties, and privileges
of that people, and, my only anxiety s, that
they. or theirrights, should not be impeded by
any thing I have done, or by my want of pow-
«r 1o sustan their cause fiere this day. ]

rust, however, that Iehall be able to convince

1ou, that they outsht not to suffer by any pro-
ceeding of which I have been instrumental. I
am the advacate of Ireland, and the Insh peo-
ple~1 ama Repealer—{ avow it. Jam con.
scious of my ntegriy of purpose. and, [ tell
you, that whea I conimeuced that line of con-
duct wiich has brought me before you ths
day, the obj.ct [ had n view was the Itepeal
ofthe Unton.  1telt you thatI cannot bearst
~-it was forced upon the Irish people by the
tnost foul and unjustifiable means that ever a
governmest had recour:e to, and 1 have th:
highest antherity for saying vo.

I iave the authority of one who had a seat
on that benzh, uad: who is now inhis hunored
grave. I promse yus, gentlemen, that I wal

ve as bricf as | possibiy can—~nand L may repeat;

again, that it would be unfur towards you,
after all you have already heard, to attempt to
travel overthe satne gronnd as those who went
before me. 1shalldea! *n facts, and those facts
1 will condense 2s much as possible. [ am not
diere o deuy anything Lhave said Jlon the con-
trary, 1 am kere to assert what I have ofien
hefore stated in-other places, at the same tme
cla.ning the nght of Lot being made account-
able fur the cluwsy nmustahes of newspaper re-
porters, and newspaper speeches squeezed e
o such a compass 15 zuzht have suted the
comemence of those who published them.
No doutbt I inay m the excitement have sad
harsh thingsofgndividuals that upon reflection,
I wonld eather Ihad not said; but the sui.
stance of ail I have ever sawd { am not ony
ready tovindicate,but to reiterate agam., Then
as to @il my actions, [ am ready not only tv
avow. but jasufy taem.  All that [ have doae
vas in the performance of what 1 believed to
be a sacred duty, having no other object
view but the restoration of the Insh Partka-
ment, and thegood of the Inish Penple, 1 wsas
lookir for an lrish Paraament bezanse 1
found that the Irish people had been cheated
of this sacred right I found the Union was

accomplished at & revolutionaty pestod—the
natons of Enrope was disturbed by the safides

great military force—princes were banishod
and monarchics overthrown—-it wae st that
period’that Iroland wae robbed of her legisia-
tive independence.  Iiaw thatthe doy of'res.
toration and regeneration had come for every
country but my own, and I summoned all my
cnergies to arouse the people to obtain what
they lost, by moral, peaceable, and constitu.
tional meaus, which, 1 believe, were pleasing
m the sight of flcaven, and ought to be ap-
proved o%by man. That was the courac that
I pursued, aud ought I, gentlemen of'the jury,
to be ashamed to come in here this day to jus-
iify itt [ know that I labor under great dis-
advantages ; let me nstfor o moment be under-
stood as saying that they aronot such as the
law and the court have sanctioned, and §
ought not on thataccount to complain of theni.
T'his 18 not the tme to discuss how you have
been brought into that box, or ifthe Attarney
General has done any thing that the law did
not sanction ; but I am here to address plain
facts to your scusc and understanding—f am
here to speak to you with courtesy, but withe
sut flattery s and § deceive myself much 1fthat
love of honesty and fe.r play, which constitute
the noblest and best part of our common na-
ture, shall not be trivmphant over sli precon-
ceived prejudices, and that T shatl have a fa.
vorable verdict at your hands,  There s a
great discrepancy of opinion between you and
me You differ with me onthe question of
Repeal; and if you did not, not oue of you
would be in that box to-day ; if you prufessed
the same faith that I do you would not be al-
lowed to sit :n judgment upon me. I wey say
that all the ditierences which exist between
us are aggravated by ny bewg a Cathole, and
that I have dore more than any other man to
put down Protestant ascendancy, of which

some of yon were, pethaps, the champions, |

and 1fnot the champions, yeu were not the
antagonists. 'I'his is ene great disndvantsge,
but it does not, terr.fy mo from the Anaud.ce-
inent of thuse general principles of eriversal
liberty to alt s which 1 glory ; nor dues 1t

make me feel fora moment that my ecauge,

shall not be safe m your hands.—1 glary
what I have done; and being now i the pow

er of your honesty and integrity, I appeal to
you on these groundsalone.  Lfeel verfectly
sure that you will be gmded only by commvt,
sense and justice in your verdict; and it 13 not
in nny way desgairing of your justice that I

———

agreement existing. Well, Jet us take the
conepiracy which 18 alleged in the prosent
case, and ste what aré its negative and aflir.
mative-qualities ; let us ece what 15 the evi-
dence brought by iho.crown to establish it,
In the first place, it is admitted by the Crown
iteelf that thero is no secrecy in the natter
—that the conspiracy docs not consist of any
private agreement—any secret society—.they
do notallege any private information—na, not
cven a private conversation.  Eveey thing wes
open, uncoucealed, public, as clear to the
eyes of the whole world ag the noon-day sun,
Its cvidence was to bo fomnid in the columns

of the Evening Mail quite ns much asn the
Lvening Post. It was raked up out of'that

spirecy, and not such an egreement whichis
wade 1 that way before the worhl § not an
agreement which s made for metance in the
presence of the law officers ~“ the Crown,
of the lcarned Attoruey General, or Sohertor
Genezrl, or of her Majesty's Serpeantat-lun.
You see the absurdity, gemlemeu, of catliag
such an agreement a conspiracy.  Isit, mdeedy
commo:n stase 1.8 it to be endured by ra.
tional men that we should be told that stichian
agreement s a conspiracy ' But when was
the agreement made, ur how,. or where was it
made?  \Was it in the winter scason, or m
summer, 10 spring orw antina ! Was it on
a hohiday, or a week day?!  \What was tie
hour, or day, or wecek, or year, on which
it was entered ialo?  Who was it that
proposed ity v who second:d 1t  Gen-
tlemcu, I appeal to your common scuse
and reason; [ ask you to place yourselvesin
1y position, and 1o suppose that you address

a Catbolic jary, es I address yon, and would
you not fecl—{ will noteall it mdignation—
but would you not laugh toscarn the wea, that
such a Jury should fiud you guilty of a con.

lspiracy under such circumstances ? “There 18

not the ebightest evidence betore you uf any
concoction which would be requred n the
cnme of congpiracy. | don’t know whether

ceven lam aceused of having been present at
have made these observations , but L nust say , the furmation of the oonspisucy, but surely f -

that ¥ would prefer thatat had been otnerw ise 30, Some ime ought to iisve been pointed out

for your own sakea and for e, Twould pre-
fer that your verd:ct, whatever it may be,
shou!'! not be linble to misrepresentation, and
that no afirmty of human nature could be

. . H
supposed to haveany ufluencs inthe case. 1
have row done with the subject, and I come,

to the cuse itself. 1 must say that 1 neser
knew of o maore curious case —It certatuly s
the stzangest case of which 1 hay. had any e
perience; 1t is not a case consistan,g of one
fact, or of two fucte, or often facte, bt of the
higtory of nine months.  An enormous mass
of mntter is placed before you; a mass of matter

philosopliy of Frauce, and overrun by her

,Jtaay be

that I might have the benetit of an alibi, if 1

, could make 1t ought (laughter.) Buthere the

charse has spncad over so much tme, and 1n

'so wmdetine u way, that I should only takeit

aa % 1055-up whelaer ur not | was present on
ine oceasion.  Was the agreeinens in writing
or was it 2 parole oue? T(cally, aentlemen,
e action ut Nist Prius wereto be support-
e by cuch evidence, and that you were tn the
box to try the case if there were even no more

1 o~
T

-

e

who made.a very otrong.specch. Egan, in
reply to this—and by the way, lic was sure
of g juey; which 1o an excuse | want—snid,
“Iam sure you will not be. jed away by the
dnrk oblivion.otabrow.” (Alaugh)” “\Why
Bgan.” sa.d some ane to him, #that is non-
seusc—ewhy did you sny eo?* +'I'o Lo aiire
it i3," was his reply, “but wn'tit good enouzh
forajary 1 (lLaughter.) So eleven hours 18
goow enough foryoit.  Gentlemmi, 1t ts o«
strous——o any that that 18 a conspiracy which
takes eleven hours to dovelope it. = Hlardy
was tried for constructive treazony and to ce.
lebrate his acquital, an anniversary was held.
When the health of ane of the Jurors way
drunk, ohe of the Jurors, not much acquairit.

secret abyss of most secret information~-theled with public speaking. made aepaech, o
uewspaper, ‘The conspiracy was concocted’ N
m the fuce of the world, and the bellinan sent |
about toinvite all who wished to conen and,
be witnesses—so it is notleasy for one to de.,
fend oneself from the charge of conspyracy .
unide~ such circumstances, . I subt thre streason when so many words were used to
should bo an agreethent to constitute a con-'teil at, and such a long tiwe to prove it,

said, * Mr. Chairman, I tell you 1 acquitted
Hardy, because Lord Eldon—then Sergesut
Seott—took claven. hours to state the -case,
wight or ning days mors giviny enudence, amd
{ know that no man could be really guilty of

(laugh.) [ have made up my taindto convict
aguan of high treason wiren the case is prov.
ed, but { won’t be for letting an Attesaey Gen-
cral ransack newspapera in order to make out
a case.” (A laugh )=The case wan one ex-
uetly w pomt. It 2 conspireey existed, the

Attornay Guneral would not have taken an
hour or an hour and a half to do so—he would
Irave stript 1t to ite verbiago—he would, as a
Barrister—for, though [ awmfuot in my wig
and gown, 'l stund up for the Bar still—lave
stated a plain case to the jury—he would.have
laid s haud on it—he would have shown you
when, where, how, who were the men, what
the timé--the date<—the circumstances--but
he leaves all to yoursotives to solve—it is
good enough for you! (Loud laughter.)
But no qunspiracy or seerecy was even impute
ed, but you have, therefore, nothing left but

conjecture—nothing happened ii-private—the
entire is before you, and, therefore, [ stand on
tus—if you know it all—there never wasa
case in -whish the Attorney General wee: 80
hittle entatled to call a jury to spell.out some-
thuny berond the case—sometiung which you
are left to ruessat.  Gentlemen, you may re.

member the tune the-trisls weré about
to commence, the balisof these Courts and the
country were full of rumours. It was énid
that something dark and atrocious would come
out— ‘hat they had a clue to everything, Ido
solemniy nssure you that no less than seven
geutlemen were picked ot as betraying me.
Such a man, it issad, wasseen going into
Alr. Kemnus' office—another was at the castle
~u tiur was seen gowg anto the house of a
certain barnister, near your restdénce in Men
non-square. ¢ Do notassotiate friends,” said

Jio to mo, “with Mr. so-and.so. he is atrattor
“elte will betray you i and thus no less than

seven suffered in their character exceedingly.
My auswer was—they have nothing to betray

thauw a £10 contract atstake, Iask you couid «<wmuch good 1L might do them if they go to

you tingd a verdict thut the contrect extsted?

caud; a3 1t wasto w certamn Judge,:

thone places. I they invent, thoy will be paid
weli-forit. I ask vou, gentlemen, did younoct

whieh 1 defy the most brlliant understanding  Whoaetune has luny since passed away——t« My . expect, when empannetted w the box, to hear

so1o mvestigate and scan as o take

in all is Jord, 1t might not be evidence 1a the transac. -somethuig which you did not know before—

imgoriant points which arc necessary for tion of a £10 pro.assory note, but it would some plo: discovered—some secret machioa.

Toring a groond and just jedgineat upon the
whole at one view.

ke evideuce

o support a prosecution an 2 { 8
Where such & quantdy of Ctumibul eharge an your Jordslup's coust.” these Traversers whick would astonish you?

ton—some private conversation of some of

matcrials are piaced before ity the homan ine-  Gew leareny 1t 1s nut here @ £10 contract -If yon were so fortunate as not te expect sll

wory fals, or whatis much
ure,

of a rebutting

to bear away only those ones whieh form the |

prominent parts of the charge.  ‘Therelore,

do [ arraizaths pr

cd; aud, if not proved—that it does not cx-
1st. ‘The Attorney Gereral, in good south,

wseculon, wot frem any hos- , leaves it to our imzgination to dizcover where : where to- be found.

worse than = fai-{whicl s at stake ; but, asin the case of = these.tlnngs, you have not been disapjointed ;
itis apt to forget thuse facts “h;cl.am,wmrac:." your honest view of the case wul but if you entertained ‘the expectation, was
and mttigatory character, and,be that of a cozspiracy exists it nust be prov- jever disappointment so complete 7—Go where

you please; seirch, search, consider, scan
over-tho evidence, and a conspiracy is bo
All gay of the Attotney

Llity to the troume e of ity but £r the aitde 1., T, Colspiracy exits, A conspiracy. oight 10 - General—is tnatall, bas he nothing ‘more o
possdiity i whieh it places the jury, to disen- e a feaaty but he jeaves it altogether toiteli?  We knew all that befute, aud yor this
gage from that mass of materig, the real Fouloamagae t. I don't speak in any. dis- s consprracy.  Yes gentlemen, what became

facts of the case, on wae sule; and, on the , para cmeat of dus talents. [ adm:t that he - of the dark

desigys, the stratagems, the con-

other, 10 find vut. i a word, the reel question  bas shuwn wuch talent and much.ingenuity, | spicacy-wihich existed in theé imagination of'so
ami wdustry, w laying tus case before you. { many—vanquisheds nothing to disclose; noth. *
Ue occuped eleven hougs—cleven -mortnl inw discovered 7 It would have hieen the daty

tobe tned.  Letussve what help b owill be
able to affurd you 1a the matter, and an the
firss place, lot us - ec what are tie slinmative,
and what are the negative qualities of thig
prosceitron—in oth v words,

prosccution lunme on the cabulistic word
¢ conspiracy!”
I ook mto the dictionary

11, T find that a conspiracy s “a private agree.

w hat'th.s prose. .
cution 15, and waoatit s not.  Guontlewea, thes

and what ;s a conspiracy ! If,
for the mamng of,|
Janun Lat § say itybut it any could havetound

heurs—n tis statement, yet in what part -of
it did b telt you the conspiracy existed
“Wat (sad he) til I come to the closes”

and whea Le got 1o the close, “Go back.
(#a1d he) o the begiamng—go through the

whole of ity zad find out the consprracy the
best way yuu can” It s not wath any affec-

sacal between several Persons v conanit a out the proofs of a conspitacy exishing, it
come.” New, Uat is the cummou seuse Woubl be the Attorney General. Yes.hetook
defintinn of the word; but 1t has teen taken 11 wars to throw thueo cxtracts into your hox

under the s;tenl protecuion of the garticmen
of the bar, and they. not content with the
comrmon sense mesaing, taie the word m g

tno-fuldsense, ina way of ther own; they

Jiave two hooks to their line~-and tetl youibnt

sou must spell out » conepiracy by unplica.
tion, where you have uu cvidence of any

foe youto fitd out tiat there wasa conspiracy.
“Fhere are the Pilot, Nation, and Freeman,
read thum—it is good enovgh tor you, make
aut the conspiracy i yuur cun -out-of the evi-
dence they give. I remember once, on the
; Alunater Crreunt, the celebrated:Egan was:des
feading a case which was stated: by a N,
Hloare, & gentieman of ' darkizppearance,

1

cof the government, aml” they have plenty of

resources to purchase true testimony, to'prove
a conspiracy, i it existed. We cannot con-
ceal from qursclves-that thisis & kind of min:
isterinl crume—~—that'the question-is, whether
we hall havea conciliatory ministry in-office,
who-will enlarge the -elective franchise, or the
whigs agam prowoted, who promisedto'dus
wood deal, and did divle. Tthat is the question.
You perceive then, what niterest in torwarid-
ng every part of the casé-—the strong- stake
~thg interest they have-to discover the -real
facts existing—1lie ansiety to discover and
puint-onta conspiracy ; to foilow ‘the Conspi-
rators into their.caves and recesses; and bribg
their diabolical acts- o the-hght of day.  .No
man could have a stronget motive in"conducte

ing the prosecution thanthe Automney Gen-
cral, No -man has so totally failed. Apd



