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This is one of thec most notable of

the great religious asseniblies of the
ý%-orld. It is a great pleasure to en-
joy .?ven for a short timne the sessions
of this important body. We give
hei-e in abridged forni somie con-
densed notes of the Conference,
wvhich wve furnishied for publication
ci sewvhere.

The Conference represents over
100 conférences, i2,ooo niinisters,
2,000,000, niembers arnd probably
about io,ooo,o>oo adherents. This
is the only legisiative body of the
entire Chiurcli, and its lawvs are bind-
in- upon ail its mnibers fromi New
\ ork to San Francisco, as wel' as
mn its widely scattered mfissionls
throughiout the wvorld. Atike on the
banks of the Ganges and the barks
of the Congo, its decisions carry the
weiglit of final authority. Among
the delegates are representatives
fromn the Missions of Germariy,
Italy, Swveden, India, China, japan,
.Mexico and Africa. Several of the
COriental delegates wvear the native
costume of their respective coun-
tries.

The Conference is composed of
the very cuile of the Church, both
clerical and lay. Distinguished
divines, editors, col lege presidents,
and profess;ors, judges, ex-army
o~ffcers, %vith one or tvo ex-generals,
b)ankers, mierchants and protessionzl
ien, compose a body who for intel-
ligence and ability it would bc bard
to surpass.

Not many buildings wvould accomi-
mnodate the deliberative sessions of
so nunierous a body, and also fur-
nisli sufficient commiittee room ac-
commnodation and space for the
large and deeply interested audi-
ences, w~ho gather on the more
imiportant ocasions. 'l'le nei%,. Metro-
politan Opera 1-buse, however, is

found to adinirably answer the pur-
pose. The delegates occup), the
main floor. Above this risc the gaI-
leries, five in numiber. The flrst two
aire comnposcd entirely of boxes or
stalîs. These are rented for a large
sun, %%hich wvill go far to mecet the
nccssarily large expenses of the
Conférence. l'le u pper gaI Icries,
accomimodating 2,000, are free to
visitors.

One of the most conspicuious
figures in the Conférence is I)r.
Williamn Taylor, missionary I3ishop,
of Africa. H-e is in popular appt-e-
ciation more like a mediieval hero
of a romnance than a matter-of-fact
nineteenth century preacher. He
first becamne knowvn to famne as
" California Taylor," fromn tie daunt-
Iess courage of his preaching in the
saloons and streets of San Francisco
in the lawvless goîd-fever days of
' 49. H-e is the founder of several
self-snpporting missions in India
and in South America, and rccently
lie lias been taking up the same roie
in the Free State of the Congo. H-e
refuses to accept salary for himiself
or for bis hundred and more mis-
sionaries on the Congo. He is
planti ng self-supportit-g mission sta-
tions along the route of that great
river, as centres of civilization and
Christianity to the Pagan tribes
around. His large, bony frame, his
keen andi piercing eyes, bis long
and venerable beard, %vould make
bimn a strmking figure in any assein-
biy. For many years he refused any
personal salai-y, supporting himnself
by thc saie of bis racy books, %vhichi
are founid in many a Canadian homne.
In bis sturdy iridependence lie bas
more than once made bis missonary
voyages in the steerage of crowded
and ill-equipped vessels -litcrally,
amiong the " steers " and sleeping on
the deck. In 1îi. "journeyings oft "
and inissionary zeal, and determined
self-support, he is, to ly mm1Lid, more


