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Address of the M. . Philip C. Tucker, Esq.,'

Grand Master of Vermont, D. G. H. P. of

the General Grand Chapter of the United

yiales, §c., &c., to the Grand Ludge of
Vermont, on the Canada question, Junu-
ary 14th, 1857.

READ IT.

My Brerurex,—During the past year the
important question relating tothe Grand Lodge |
of Canadu—and which this Grand Lodge
passed upon, to its own enure satisfaction, at
its last annual communication—has been
agitated in other Grand Lodges, with differing
results. The Grand Lodge of Ireland, and the
Grand Lodges of Kentucky, South Caro-
lina, Louisiana, Iowa, the District of Col-
umbia and some others, I am adwised,
agree with the decision made by Vermont.
The Grand Lodgesof England and Scotland,
abroad, and those of Massachusetts, New
York, Mssouri and Virginua, at home, hold
adverse opinions to ours.  The Grand Lod_-es
of Maine, Wisconsin, Connecticut, and some
others, have the subject under consideration,
and some of the Grand Lod=es of the United
States, have nof; so far as I am informed, yet
taken it up for consideration at all.

1t is not to be doubterl, that if this Grand
Lodge maw even specions reasons to sustamn
the opinion that its action had been prema-
ture on this important subject, 1t would, from
a sense of duty, review it.  Assuredly, if 1
had been convinced ; or—even less than that
—had 1 seen any strong reason to create
doubt as to the entire comrectness and sound-
ness of our action of last year, I should feel 1t
to bo my duty now to recommend a new in-
vestigation. I have endeavoured to obtain all
the information in my power, and (o examine
carefully and impartially all the argument

| principle of masonie law, veage, practice aud |

which has cometo my hands during the year;

“ Memor et Iidelis,”’

———
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and 80 far fivm fiuding any weaheuiug of my |, pressivn of my own opinion ; nor was that
opinion, the resuit Las Incu w suengthen ana upsnion hnuwn beyoud myself, until you, my
to couliun the judgmnat [ lad previvusly | biethiren, liad, by a unanimous vote, extend-
formed —thiat Luthi as wlter of duiys of Jwnwr, @l the night haud of masonic fellowship to
of polics, and of svuad wuasvie prnapie, the ' the iudepeident Graud Ludge of Canada.  As
Lodgesuf Canada wiuch assembled at Hanul- T was uot heard, in argument, then, I antici~
ton on thetenth day of Octuuer, 1835,und form- , pate your willinguess to hear me patiently
ed an Indepenleut Graud Ludge for Cauada, | now, when the correctness of your action has
acted lawfnlly and right,aud upun every correst | bsen questioned elsewhere.
Giaud Loldges, as they exist at the present
precedent—as well as Woth-rhoud—oughit to time aud as 1ﬂey have exsted from the year
be sustained by the Grand Lodges of the Uii- | 1717, are wholly ncw institutions, They are
ted States. ' not institutious of ancient date,and have noodor
In the differences of opinivn which hzwei“fd““‘luhy about them. In the olden time
arisen out of the consider tivu ol this sulyect. | every single Lidge was wholly independent,
one Graud Lodge—out o1 gicat caution—has , 3ad the privilexe of pracusing the masonic
reviewed its actiou of last year.  Massachu-, riles was intherent in masons, when assembled
setts, with her aged Graud Lodae ainl her ac- togetlier in due form, as mdividua{s. The
knowledged masoni bearigand ialent, stag- Cliurter obtained, not far from the beginning of
zered the Distiict of Solumbia by Ler adserse ; the fourth century, ¢ from the King and Coun-
action § ot rather, pethaps, shwok the opriitun cil," by Saint Alban, empm\'ered those masons
ofits Grand Master. .\ re-investization was  Simply to hold a ¢ general councily”” which
d ected by that Graud Master, the Clanman , Was called an « Assembly.”  That « Coun-
0. *he Commutiee for the purpose, bewg that ¢il *? or ¢ Assembly ** did not consist of mem-
e ., ghtened, learned, and well-infunved nia- bers by Jdelegations from Lodges. It was a
sohy Brather Benjamun B. Freuch, of tho Cuy , g¢neral one, embracing the craft, as it then
of Washington. The result is bufure the ma , eVisted, in England, at large ; and it was the
sonic worll. A thorough re-examiuativn of , duty of ezery mason to attend it, ifhe lived
the subject confirmed a most intelligeut cum-| Within fifty mules of the place of assemblage,
mitteo in the former view taken by that Graud ; 2nd had ¢ proper warning.”
Lodge, and their views were confirmed by it,;  Nor was the gathering of the masons at the
suppoting the deision which Liad been pre- | City of Yurk, wider Prince Edwin, in 926, a
viously made. Tirother Trench and his asso | Grand Ludge, iu auy fair modera understand-
ciates are among *he most intelligent masous ‘ g of thuse terms. It was a ¢ congregation ¥
of the United Staks, and they arc brethren ! of masens unly, who cumposed a “General
who can never be just'y charged with lending | Lodge,™ of which he was Grand Master. He
their sanction to law-brezking or revelutionin | was Grand Master of Masons, but uot of a
the masonic world. Grand Lodge, as now understood; for no
When this subject was under considerativn | SUch Grand body then existed.
in ourown Gratnd Lodge, «tits last annual] It is duubtless true, that the Yurk ¢ Assemn-
cummuaication, I stadicasty withheld any ux-, Liy ** exorcised jurisdiction, in is day, over



