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And could you grasp the secrets
The thrice-great H-ernies tauglit?

Arnd dare you wield the Nvorkzing tools
With wvhich great Moses wvrought?

WVhich made the river roll with blood,
The mountains shak-e %vith lire,

And opened tit the solid earth
When Korah clared his ire?

But, Craftsmen, we were proiniseci
That wvhen our tinie wvas served,

If ail our work wvas duly wvrought
And we had wvell deserved.

The Senior Warden in the West
Should pay our wages dlue,

And wve should have the nriystic word
And rank wvith Masters truc.

In sooth, you shall, good Brother,
Go! travel toward the suri;

This life is your apprenticeship,
And wvhen your task is donc,

In the Oriental Lodge above
For your reward prepare.

The word is blazing in the East,
Arid you will find it there.

-lasoii Token.

THE MASTER'S GAVEL.

Perhaps no Masonicappliance orsym-
bol is possessed of such deep and absorb-
ing interest to the craft as the Master's
mallet or gavel. Its name is derived
frorn its shape, wvhicb is that of the ga-
ble or gavel end of a bouse. It cornes
fromn the German giebel or gipful, ga-
ble or peak. Mackay says that its true
force is that of the stone-masons hani-
mer, baving a cutting edge that it may
be used to break off the corners of rough
stones. No Masonic emblem can lay
dlaim to an antiquity 50 remote. So
early as the year 1462 its use as a Ma-
sonie symbol wvas clearly recognized.
lIt was also used as a religious symbol
in the middle ages, and wvas miade use
or to establish proprietary rights over
land and water. This 'vas done bythrowv-
ing tbe mallet at full swing, and ail the
,,round traversed w'as imniediately ac-

bnwede as tbe possession of the
person casting tbe bammer. lIn very
early stages tbe mallet wvas used as a
signal, by wnbich Gotbic courts were
convened. Wben the Judge ordered a
tribunal to assemble, a mallet was car-
ried round, and the people, seeing the
crnblem ç)f judicial authorýlty, inesantly

repaired to the appointed place. Grimm
informs us that the hamnier-stroke, with
wvhich the auctioneer concludes a sale
is derivcd from this customn. In for-
thern mythology, Thor, the strongest
of the Norse gods, wvas always repre-
sentedwitharnalletcalled Mioner,%wbich
possessed rnost wonderful properties and
virtues. 'When belted with the miegin-
jardir, or girdie of prowess, and arrned
with bhis hammrer, the god 'vas irresisti-
ble. It will thus be seen that as an
emblem of authority the mallet has been
handed down througb successive ages
to our own day, and wben, in the hands
of the Master of a Masonie Lodge, it
sounds the decision of any question, the
blow is rnerely the re-echo of a power
wvbich has been current for centuries.
At the installation of the Master of a
lodge he is presented with this impie-
ment of labor, and inforrned that it
is an emblem of pow,,er, and the out-
ward symbol of bis autbority over the
lodge, and of the tenur.- by which he
holds bis office. Without it he is im-
potent to rule and govern the assemn
bled brethren. When it is ivielded with
skill the Freemason within hearing of
its knock at once bows withi alacrity
to the eniblem of might. The lodge is
convened by its blow, which signifies
that the Master has assumed the duties
of bis office and calîs to order and sub-
mission ; and, as Nvhen Thor lost bis
mallet, a portion of his divine strengthwvas
gone, 50 when the Master Iays his mal-
let or gavel aside, bis authority is at
an end.-San -Fr-ancisco CaZ.

ORIGIN OF FREEMASONRY.

Bro. A. T. Freed, of the Hamilton
S5pectaztor-, is the author of the following
remarks on Freernasonry :-" The origin
of the order is shrouded in mystery.
Quite possibly it is a survival of some
ancient 'miystery,' preservi ng ceremo-
nies of old pagan worsbip as they are
preserved in the ritual and traditions
of tbe Roman Catholic Church. More
probably it is the continuation of a
trade union of real builders, formed in
the, wiiddle ages for mutual protection,
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