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year the scasons having been most favorable to
Illinois, as to most other portions of the North-
ern States and Canadas, nature wears her most
smiling aspect. Ilor miles along the railway
hundreds of acres are to be seen covered with a
most luxuriant growth of corn, some as high as
sixteen feet.  ‘The varicty commonly grown is
the Dent, or Horse-tooth corn, which I believe
throws up but one shoot, while the labor of
removing the suckers, as with other varieties,
*is done away with, aud the general produce is
but two ears to each statk.  The carcless sys-
tem of cultivation may be imagined from the
fact that 40 acres is considercd a proper amount
for one man to cultivate in 2 season. Under
ordinary good cultivation the average yield is
stated to be 40 bushels per acre, and this yearit
is set at 50, though some pretend to export 80
and others even 100 bushels per acre of shelled
corn. This year the price will probably be from
15 to 20 cents per bushel. The grain is always
bought in the ear, and 72 1bs. of corn in the ear
is reckoned equal to 56 1bs. of shelled grain. Tt
is to the production of corn alune that the whole
of central Illinois seems particularly adapted,
the ahsolute deficiency of lime in the soil ren-
dering it unfit for the productivn of wheat; and
‘in Northern Illinois the want of snow as a pro-
tection from the frost, and the prevalence of
keen biting winds which sweep unchecked across
the country, render the cultivation of any but
spring wheat very precarivus. In Northern
Illinos lime is most abundant, but further south
the price of $1 per harrel will for & long time
be a bar to its general use for agricultural pur-
poses. This deficiency in the soil itself, and
the general want of drainage are the great
impediments in e way of farme:s to a certain
adequate return for his labor and will afford an
easy explanation of the compmathve failure of
the crops in Illinois for the pust three years. A
machine simiiar to the Buglish mole plough has
been worked in some places, aud will probally
come into use in many moure as » cheap means
of temporary drainage; butir & country where
the general level of the Jand is so complete a
more carcfu! system will be necessary to ensure
thorough drainaze, as it scems impussible to
regulate the depth of the drain in passing vver
any inequalities o undulations of stface.

Withoutattention to drainage, faiming—espe-
cially in Ilinois—must be wnreliable as a jrofi-
table pwrsuit.  The geneial difficulty of getting
the water away must prevent an early seed time,
and the succession of « season of drought will
entail a failure.

Very good water ean be reached in wany
places by digging from 30 to 60 fect, but fie-
quently boring has been resorted to for a depth

.0t 150 feet. Great inconvenience must he felt
for want of water for the large Lierds of cattle
pasturing on the prairics, as there are fer e en
rivers or creeks crossing the country, and the

. sloughs or water courses diaw their supplies
only from surface water, and therefore fail as the
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The price of land in the wnbroken prin
varies from $5 to $20 per annum. The aversg
value of a farm in at all an ecligible situatin
would be fiftecn dollars per sere. The contra
price of the rather poor fence, usually built ¢
posts and four six inch strips of boamds isadi
lar a rod, which will come to four dollasp:
acre for an outside fence, 160 acres in a squn
To this will have to be added the expense ofy
house and any other buildings the settler vi
consider necessary, which will all have fob
paid for in money, as no materials of any ki
will be found on the land.

The valie of improved laud varies from 30t
50 dullars per acre. It is said that the ordine
expense of cultivating and harvesting the ce:
is from 8 to 10 cents per bushel ; the avem;
yicld 40 bushels per acre and price 20 centsy
busbel. There are three methods of harvestiyy
The most slovenly is perbaps not very mw
pracused at present—namely, when the «
1s ripe to tuin the cattle intoit, and a cetts
number of hogs with them to feed off the o
in the ficld during the autumnn and winter
Another process, and the most common, is
drive directly through the comn and gathert -
pears fiumn the stalk and load them at once it
waggon, leaving the stallis to be fed off bys
cattle, and the corn is thus sold. The ¥
methud is that used in the Eastern States, ne
ly, to cut and skock the crop, and then dur
the winter corn, stalk and all, are thrown wl
to cattle to be fattened, two hogs being tur
into the yard with each vne, In this mame
is computed that one ox and two hogs wille
sume and fatten upon half 2 bushel of cor
day. In this centres the business of Il
namely the production of corn, beef and
and its capacity fur this seems unlimited
Luundless is the territory capable of being
tivated for this purpose. The actual pro
preduction being of course ruled by the see
cach year, though we doubt not as populatic
creases and capital flows n, more careful ¢
vation and the all indispensable drainage
eventually cusure a greater certainty of pr
tiveness.  As 1o the salubrity of the clic
there was little opportunity of forming au:
ion in so short a period as that occupied by
excwsion.  Those however whom the trave
mct secmed to enjoy the best of health. &
said that as the country gradually became.
vated the :nalaria disappeared in the -
praivie, but that there was more sickness &
ueighborhoud of the few rivers of the eot
and the wooded parts adjoining.

These observations are made by a Can
who fully appreciates the richness of the «
Ilhuois; but iv will not e surprising
should compare the two countrics in am
favourable to bis own.  Qne of the most i
tant points is that therc are immense quat
of excelient well-cieared Jand in_Canads
to the best wheat producing lands of Na

season advances.

lllimois, which can be purchased for les



