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year the seasons having been modt favorable to
Illinois, as to most other portions of the North.
cru States and Canadas, nature wears lier most
smiling aspect. For miles along the railway
hundreds of acres are to be seen covered with a
most luxuriant growth of corn, soie as higli as
sixteen feet. The varicty commonly grown is
the Dent, or -Iorse-tooth corn, which I believe
throws up but one shoot, while the labor of
removing the suckers, as with other varieties,,
is donc away wiuth, and the general produce is
but two cars to eaci stalk. The careless sys-
tem of cultivation may be imagined from the
facit that 40 acres is considered a prioper amount
for one man to cultivate in a season. Under
ordinary good cultivation the average yield is
stated to le 40 bushels per acre, anld this year it
is set at 50, though some pretend to uxport 80
and others even 100 bushels pur acre of shelled
corn. This year the price will probably be froni
15 to 20 cents per bushel. The grain is always
bought in the car, and 72 lbs. of corn in the ear
is reckoned equal to 56 lbs. of slelled grain. It
is to the production of corn alune that the whole
of central Illinois seens particularly adaptcd,
the absolute deficiency of lime iii the soil ren-
dering it unfit for the production -f wheat; and
in Northern Illinois the vant of snow as a pro-
tection from the frost, and the prevalence of
Ikeen biting vinds which sweep unchecked across
the country, render the cîltnatiun of any but
spring wheat very precarious. ln Northerni
Illinois lime is most abundant, but further south
the price o $1 per barrel will for a long time
be a bar to its general use for a¿riculturail pur-
poses. This defieiency in tlie soil itself, and
the general iant of drainage are the great
impediments hi "le way of farmeis to a certain
adequate return for his labor and will afford an
easy explanation of the compamtise failure of
the crops in llinois for the past thrce years. A
machine simuiiar to the Eiglish mole plough has
been worked in soime placesi, and uill probably
come into use in niany more as a cheap icanis
of temporary drainage; but in a country whiere
the general level uf ic land is so complete a
more careful systemi vill be iecessary to ensure
thorough drainagc, as i. eens imupossible to
regulate the depth of the drain i passing a' er
any inequalities or undulations of smfacc.

Withtoutattention to draina¿e, faiig-espe-
cially in Illinois-ust bu unreliable as a î.rufi-
table pursuit. The gencial difficulty ofgetting
the water away must pr eent aU early seed lime,
and the succession of a seasonî af droulit muil!
entail a failure.

Very good water can be reacled in imany
places by digging froim 30 to 60 flet, but fre-
quently boring ias been resorted to for a deptlh
of 150 feet. (reat inconvenience must be feit
for want of water for the large herds nf enttli
pasturing on the prairies, as there are fe- ---
rivers or creceks crossing the country, and the
slougls or water courses draw their supplies
only from surface water, and tberefire fail as the
season advances.

The price of land in tlhe unbroklen prij
varies from $5 to $20 per annum. The averâlt
value of a farm in at all au eligible situatie:
would be fifteen dollars per aere. The contrm
price of the rather poor fence, usually built d
posts and four six inch strips of boaîds is a 4
lar a rod, whichi wvill come to four dollais1 e
acre for an outside fence, 160 acres in a squait
To this w ill have to be added the expense otî
house and any other buildings the setler vi
consider necessary, whicl will all have toF
paid for in money, as no materials of aiy ki
will be found on flic land.

The %ah e of improved land varieq from .it
50 dollars per acre. It is said that the ording
expense (if cultivating and harvesting the tw
is froni 8 to 10 cents per bushel ; the aven;
yield 40 busliels per acre aud price 20 cents-
bushel. There are three iethods of harvestri
The moit slovenly is perhaps ot very '
practised at presciit-nanely, whien the et
is ripe to ton the cattle into it, and a cetî
number of logs with thein to feed off the et
in the field durinug flic autumn and iwinter.-
Another process, and the most common, ù
dri e directly through the corn aud gather r
ear fi omu the stalk and load them at once iît
vaggon, leaN ing the stalks to be fed off by

cattle, and the corn is thus sold. The if
inethud is that uscd ini the Eastern States, nEa
ly, to cut and shock the crop, and then dét
the wintur corni, stalk and all, are thrown wl
to cattle to be fattened, two logs being tur.
inito the yard with each tne. In this manne
is cuonputed that one ox and two ho*gs willt
some and fatten upon half a bushel iof cor
day. Li this centres the bcsiness of Illiz
naniely the production of corn, beef and lx
and its capacity for this seenis unlimiteè
bundless is fle territory capable of being
tiated for this purpose. The actual prof
production licung of course ruled by ic se
each year, ilogh we doubt not as populatio:
creuses and capital lows in, more careful
vation a.d the all indispensable drainage
C entually ensure a greater certainty of pr
tienîcss. As to the salubrity of the clit
tiere Vas little opportunity of formuing an:
ian in so short a period as that oecupied by
exclusion. Those however vloin the traçt

eit scemed to enjoy tihe best of health. li
said that as the counîtcy gradually became,

atCed due malaria disappeared in the
prairie, but that there was more siehiess i
lieighborhood of the few rivers of the cor
and the w'ooded parts adjoining.

Tiese observations are made by a Car.
who fully appreciautes the riclness of thè s
Illuîuois; but it vill not le surprising t
should compare Ie tuo countries in a mn
favourable to his own. One ofthe most it
tant points is that there are imumense quut
of excellent well.cieared land in Cana-ds
to tie best hieat producing lands of No.
Illinois, wluich can be puurchiased for !eC


