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'~ around there believed _tﬁey'we}e‘ placed there by~the Chaldeéhs, bﬁt I

" wedge appearance being few, and scattered amon

told thim that in all probability- they were similar to the tablets found in

Mexico and Peru.” oo . L o S
From the two sets of photographs, which are not identical, showing

that the ‘(:lel'eétion,t‘aken,must have been larger than that in the posses-.

sion of either of my correspondents, and from Mr.:Roberts's communica-
tions, I gather that the tebra-cottw caskets, surmounted by sphinx-like -

and couchant winged animal figures, were at least five in number ; that™ .

- eitherin or near them were found complete specimens of pottery, stone
 dies for stamping the figures on’the.clay, pieces of copper larger than a
cent, having the appearance of ‘coin, and some six tablets, of which one

is an effigy thoroughly mound builder in character. As I have already
stated, I have made no attempt to'decipher any of the tablets but. the two
of which Mr. Roberts sent me faithful copies, nor of the legends of ths:

remains of Buddhist Indja, and doubtléss are known in Japan. The
supposed Cuneiform characters are not really such, those that-have a -
g-the ordinary types. of
the Turanian syllabary. There are-also some hiérgfyphic or ideo-

‘graphic symbols with which 1 am not familiar.. The deluge scene is .

misnamed, us i;ivcstigators might have learned -had they only taken the
trouble to look at the object -nedr the human figure ‘on the top of the left
side of the tablet. It is-the stump of.a iree. and indicates that the three

. Jower compartments arc stages in the Buddhist under-world. {
ch, in

The chief peculiarity in the writing on tablets and caskets, whi

thé'fo]d"Turan‘ian sﬁIabary throughout the world, 1 have met but rarely, .
. isithe grouping of ‘characters, cither by simple superposition or by adhe- -
‘rence.to a stafl represeénting an open vowel or an aspirate syllable, such as

0, ha, ye. - As the documents are ecglesiastical rather than historieal, con.
sisting of what might almost be called charms -this mode of writing may
have been an invention of the moiks to-add mystery to the formulas of .
theiricreed. A fow ideographs- occur in the tablets under consideration,
such’@s the figure of a man, hito, and that of a deer, skika. These are

_ six@plé’iénough ; but'more difficult are two conventional characters of much
importance that play a comsidérable part-in the funeral ritual.- One of

them:is a- crenelle, not unlike the Egyptian hieroglypBic fof water, ma. -

. frame of mind whi

.

But:in Turanian seript, such a crenelle. has the consonantul value of n

ever, represent the first syllable of the J. apanese nami, a wave, which rises
ang falls. With reduplication, this would give anon, tranquillity; the Stoic

e

¢askets beyond -two which he also sketched for my berefit. In the. . -
~uninitiated they are calculated to "inspire ‘ir}credulily. _Sphinxes and
" cuneiform characters, together with a deluge scene, seem out of place in ,
Michigan.. Yet, sphinxes with men’s faces such as these belong to the art .

E rathé_xi than of m, and has no relation to water directly.. It may, how- ~
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ch Buddhism exalts, although it is hard ‘to see how the \\ )
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