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to epeak the words he ought to speak,
but as often he closed them again pa-
tiently.

He was & man of infinite patienoe,

last.

Strong slowly lifted the heaty tongs,
made a lunge at the glowing logs that
#ent a shower of red gold sparks fiyin

his pockets, stretched his legs to their
utmost capacity and asked with an os
“—tentatious yawn:
“‘How"does sis get on teaching Miss
Chambliss high art?"’
Seth flung his rough hands out with
&an impatient gesture.

the time since Ran went into the ar-
my."’ Then, withanervous catch in his
gentle voice, ““You don’t think of going
inter it at all, I jedge, Strong.”’

Without altering his position Strong
removed his eyes from the dancing
sparks to Seth's anxious face. Some of
the sparks seemed to have been insnar-
ed in their somber depths, they glowed
with such intense fire as he elowly
ground out his reply between his clinch-
ed teeth.

**Go into it? No, I'll be——if I do!”

Jean trousers with his long freckled
hands. Then his courage came back to
him.

“The Martins ain't cuttin- a very

¢ tins, I mean. The old man is out of the
question. The niggers are s0 upset they
don’'t know whether they be standin on
their heads er on their heels, and he's

the gov'ner he's just waitin to hear
from some army friend he's wrote to
for advice on the situation. And Char-

whitewashed jamb thrust his hands in |

but even Seth’s patience had its limita- |
tions, which were reached suddenly at |

Seth looked at him with sorrowful
rebuke.

‘“You air as raw these days, Strong,
as a piece of liver. I reckon it comes of

tin, that nothin on the top of this
green earth would please me better than

suppose you are quite ready vet to tell
me to my face that I am a liarand a
coward, are youf?''

He had taken tight bold of his coat
lapels with his wrinkled, freckled
hands, as if feeling the necessity for
strong personal restraint. His lean,
stooping figure was uplifted defiantly.
All the temper he could possibly com-

| mand on such short notice flashed from

passed a soothing hand over his broth-
er’s baggy kneed trousers.

‘‘Bave your ammunition for the ene-
my, buddy Seth. I wasn't flinging at
you. - I don’t think any of the Martins
are cowards, and yon are the pluckiest
Martin of the whole tribe. But, Seth
Martin,’’ seizing the tongs and giving

Strong's fight, curse him, and it is Ran-
dal Chambliss’ fight. It is a fight for
and abollt the nigger. And the only
anes concerned in it are those who own
the nigger and thoss who don’t want
him to be owned. It is not your fight,
it is not father's nor mine. If every
black skin in the universe was freed to-
morrow, it would be better for you and
the rest of the Martins '’

Seth laughed incredulonsly.

““Mebbe so, but as they ain't never go-
in to be free I reckon us Martins will

the year one. . I don’t much fancy that
trip over to the Macon hills. It won't be
no play work movin all the hands and
the work stock back 40 miles from the

the days of father Abram and Isaac.and

Jacob, but it will be somethin of an un-

dertakin for the old man and me."’
‘‘Suppose the negroes won't go?"’
““Won’t go!”’ Seth roared. ** Well,,

860 the gov'ner wants 'em all run bao
to the hills before he starts out higd:
self."’

A VERY STARTLING RUMOR

lyn and Sank Her.

Into One Fleet Under Admiral Samp-
son-Preparations For the Bombard-

ment Go on Apace=War News,

Jamaica, Wednesday, June
24 —(11 p m.)—The Spanish Consul here
a cablegram from. Santiago
rting that the United States

which sank the vessel

Spaniards all over
mpagne and rejoicing.
eported to the Spanish Con-
sul from Santiago that an extensive mine
bas been lajd, which will blow up half
the American army when it enters the
city. 2\
WashingtonDoubts 1t.

duty at the Navy Department were shown
a copy of the above despatch, they ex-
pressed iisbelief in the story. Not a word
has been received from Admiral Samp-
son, they say, since Tuesday night and
the officers regard it that had anything
of the kind related in the despatch oc-
curred the Admiral would have imme-
diately informed lhf}‘ department.

MERGED INTO ONE FLEET.

Admiral Sampson Takes Over the Flying
Squadron-Pando Advancing

Tuesday, June 28, night, via Kingston,
Jamaica, June 20, 1 p.m.—The flying
squadron, hitherto commanded by Com-
modore Schley, has lost its identity by

the fleet under the admiral, The order
caused considerable surprise on board the
Brobklyn, which has been the flagship of
the flying squadron, where it was sup-
posed the squadron would remain intact
at least until the fall of Santiago de

the purpose of assisting the beleaguered
city of Santiago de Cuba. The Cubans had
come tv Aserraderos In small boaats with

the city ars

roads are 1n bad condition. The Cubans
say that if Gen. Pando reaches his goal it
will be with less than half “the force’ he
started with. The Clibans who are har-
rassing hini only number about 200 men,

Admiral § T
Admiral Ceryg s flect has roved into
the upper harbor of Santiago de Cuba.

mpson has ascertained that

all have been disembarked in the vicinity
of Santiago de Cuba.

The Position of Santiago.

Washington, June 30,—The Govern-
ment was informed yesterday in des
patches from Major-Gen. Shafter as to
the exact military situation in Santiago
Province. The commanding General of
American forces in southern Cuba told
the Secretary of War that he can, with

the messages sent to the War Department
to-day that he did not intend to wait for
reinforcements before making the assault
on the capital, and he said plainly that
he would be fully ready for the attack as
soon as the siege guns, which he places
60 great reliance in, could be moved into
position for the bombardment.

What the Troops Are Doing in Anticipa-
tion of Santiago’s Bombardment.

At the front, on the Rio Guama, June
20.—S8imultaneously with the bombard-
ment of Santiago, General Chaffee’s bri-
gade will move forward, and occupy a
position of vital {mportance in advance of
our fronts. The correspondent of the
Associated Press is not permitted to
divulge its location at present.

The military telegraph line has been
completed as far as General Wheeler’'s
quarters, thus placing the front in direct
communication with General Shafter,

in close touch with Rear-Admiral Samp-
son. It is probable, however, that he will
establish his headquarters at Juragua to-
morrow.

pickets. . They are thrown out day and
night from half a mile to a mile in ad-
vance of our pickets, along the front and
flanks, thus forming a double cordon
about the army. ,There are now more

actually oiimbed a tree yesterday in order
to obtain a better view. of the country.
This is startling evidence of the wonder-
ful vitality and energy of the great ex-
Confederate cavalry leader, now 62 years

: Aguadores Shelled.
At the front, on the Rio Guama, June

eral ships of the fleet. Aguadores is on
the line of the advance of the army into
the interior and close to the railroad. It
will then probably become the baso of
operations, while the supply base may re-
main at Juragua.

WATSON WILL HUSTLE.

In Order to Reach Spain Before Camara
Can Get Back.

partment has received news which will
result in rushing Admiral Watson's flect
to Spain quicker than was intended, so
that it may arrive there before Camara
can get back. Advices from Europe make
it plain that under no ecircumstances will
Camara’s fleet be allowed to pass through
the Suez Canal in a body. The regula-
tions which guarantee the neutrality of

ing compelled to get out of the canal
before another goes in. At this rate it
would take Camara two weeks to get his
fleet through and it is understood he will
return to Spain at once.

THE NEWSPAPERS DID IT.

P Press Resy ible for the Reten-
tion of Hobson.

New York, June 80.—A despatch to
the World from Madrid says: The Span-
ish Government and Captsin-General
Blanco are equally disposed to exchange

and Madrid newspapers made a row over
it, affecting to believe that it would be
very dangerous to liberate men who have
been close enough to the defences of Santi-

on Gen. Blanco and General Linares and
Admiral Cervera refusing to exchange,
although all three were in favor of an
exchange.

According to Spanish advices, Lieut.

Gen. Kent's Commanding Position.
New York, June 80.—Baiquiri advices,
via Kingston, says that Gen. Kent’s divi-

African Murderers Punished.
Liverpool, June 80.—A mail steamer
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