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The Raid on
The Gun Hill

P

Article by the Late G- W. Stee-
‘vens That Is Just
Published.

Likely the Last From His Pen
That Will Ever See
Light.

¥rom Daily Mafl.

With the exception of a very charm-
ing article en a French holiday resort,
which has mot yet been published, the
tollowing sketch of * The Raié on Gun
Hill ” completes the work done for the
Daily Mail by the late G. W. Steevens.
Many -other -articles written in Lady-
smith fell into the hands of the Boers,
and have no doubt been destroyed.

About ‘the end of November, in a
timid way, things began to happen.

T5l1 then we had assumed, half sul-
the only thing was to stiffen our backs |
.and .go on being sheiled. But the ar-
.rlilval of Gentleman Joe changed all
that.

The gun began to fire on the 27th,
and earned his name from the sailors,
‘because you could always see him com-
ing, and he never hurt anybody. That
was all very well for them, but it was
not quite so assuring on Wagam Hill
.and Caesar's’ Camp, to say nothing of
the fact that he could make very pretty
$hooting into the town. :

Steps were taken accordingly to knock
.out Gentleman Joe. A boy was sent
up with a 12-pounder, and the gunners
-supplied two ancient howitzers.

From where the guns were you could
-see two sticks on the sky-line «of the
sttmmit above you, but devil a stone of
Middle Hill. To direct the fire the (cap-
tain climbed up into a natural crow’s
‘mest above, and to the left of ‘the guns
behind him crouched a man with @
megaphone. The detachment had "been
‘at breakfast when Gentlemam Joe be-
gan, but in less time than it takes to
clear a table the guns were run back
and the charge rammed home,

“On the old target, 8,200,” said the
captain.

carelessly, that the enemy's |apeta, talking it

“Red-coats,  Willem,”
took him up in Dutch, “and they are com-
ing with “bayonets!”

“Fix bayonets!” yelled everybody,
with cheers and unloaded rifles the 200
scrambled on.

another officer

—and from below, as well. " Bither it was
the picket firing or some of the men in
rear had lost their heads. The inevitable
moment had arrived when success or ruin
were balanced on the razor edge. Hunter
seized a trumpet, and, for the first time
in the British army’s history, a general
sounded the *“‘Cease fire!” It was correct,
they say, but quavery. Col. Edwards,
of the Light Horse, tried, and experts
think he got more tune out of the instru-
ment, At any rate it was enough, the
tiring dropped in rear, and in a minute
the firing dropped in front too. There
were only a couple of dozen Boers or so,
and they had been all asleep. The 200
panted on.

And there suddenly before them rose
up a huge breastwork of sandbags,
twenty-nine feet thick, and above them,
engrmously inflated in the dimness, loom-
ed the gun.

It wae success, not ruin. The Light
Horse passed on, lined out, and fired a
few volleys towands the breeches of the
Boers. 'I'he gunners and sappers went
into the emplacement and fixed the gun-
cotten and the fuse, The men were all
withdrawn, the charges roared out, the
sapper efficer, staying behind, crouched
under the sand-bags, looked over, and
saw the rents .at breech and muzzle.
Next morning the Boers were thick as
flies in the embrazures and on the par-

et i ver, - But all the-Boers
Africa will g g}r,,tﬁw M guns

G. W. STEEVENS.
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SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES.

Professor See Invents a Color Screen
For Observatory Work.

From St. Louis Glél;é—Democrat.
A «dlor:screen for cutting off the blue
light which surrounds the images of

stars in refracting telescopes is the lat-
est discovery made at the United States
mnaval observatory, and the invention is
the work of Prof. T. J. J. See, who is in

\charge -of the great telescope, and Mr.

George H, Peters, the official photograph-
er of the observatory. Very little has
heen given out about this discovery,
which is expected to add new laurels to

| American science, but enough informa-

tion has reached the public ear to justify
in saying that the results are of the high-
est importance for the exact measure-
ment and study of the heavenly bodies.
{Ft 46 \weell known that no refracting teles-
cope is perfect, as it is impossible’ with
any eombination of {wo lenses of crown
and flint glass to collect
point the blue and red light emitted by a
star. The blue light in our best telescopes

“On the old target, 3,200,” cavern- |remains outstanding as a halo around the

ously repeated the megaphone. Off it
went, and the antediluvian
jumped: back grunting. An acre or 80
of Middle Hill spouted up into the dust-
cloud, but far behind the gun.

“Men left,” megaphoned the captain
in the hieratic language of the gunner.
The next was just over, the third—“0—
good—shot "—just in. We heard mo
‘more of Gentleman Joe that day—nor
since. The howitzers had him beat.

On the top of this arrived news so
gorgeously good that nobody could ‘qiite
believe it, and some are afraid, ‘though
‘longing, to believe it yet. On the 28th—
two deserters and a native spy all said
so—a shell from the forward 4.7 hit ‘the
original Long Tom on Pepworth’s Hill.
It chipped a fid off the muzzle, said they,
_exploded a shell in the

emplacement. Late rﬂn
probably falsely—that he had seen.a.
battered gun being taken home ‘by rail
-to Pretoria. Anyhow, Long Tom never
spoke’ again. §

Only there appeared on the 30th a
‘new bother. This was on Gun Hill, a
rough kopje of medium _size, ‘beneath
and west of Lombard’s Kop. At first
we thought it was - probably Tom re-
moving his place of business. But the
‘driving bands of the shells showed that
this was a new gun. He had no name,
and deserved none, being most com-
golxlﬂy known as the Stinker on Gun
Hill. iy

He did not matter much till December
2, when he bombarded the Light Horse
camp, including my eligible residence,

star's image, and becomes a serious hind-

rmonster fvented a correct measurement of the

true diameter of Jupiter.

Fhe device invented by the Washington
scientist removes the spurious halo
around and about the planets, makes the
disk sharp and well-defined, and for the
first times makes it possible to measure
the true diameter of the planets and sat-
ellites. It is said that the diameters of
Neptune, hitherto accepted by astrono-
merg as 34,000 miles, has been found to
be -only  about 27,000 miles; and similar
discrepancies have been found dn the ﬁii-
mensions of other heavenly bodies, KEx-
tensive researches are now in progress at
the naval observatory which tend to im-
prove our knowledge of the dimensions
of the bodies of the solar system, but the

the |exact conclusions of the scientists can

9t be known until their wofk fs comblet,

R s Feo e

1 éuwo(f “wbn
n the use of a cell containing fluid that
absorbs' the blue light, placed just in
front of the eéye of the obeerver.: Part
of the light is thus struck- down in pass-
ing through the medium; the heavenly
bodies are rendered fainter, but yet they
appear more sharply defined at, the limb.
Solutions of bichromate of potash and
picric acid with chloride of copper have,
it is.said, been found most effective, It
is expected that this color screen will be
the :means of adding new discoveries on
the surface of planets like Mars and Sa-
turn, as well as of furnishing more exact
details ‘:and dimensions of their growth.
If canals and other details reported on
"Maws rreslly exist, it will be a matter of
comparative ease to see them by means

Mulberry Grove, with great accuracy

for a steady two hours. So aceurate and :
.steady was he

that, having found:a
pateh of soft earth where he could 'burst
without doing any harm to a y, he
,planted the best part of his twenty shells
within fifty i};nrds of it. Still, it wasdis-
tracting to have his splinters trotting iin
at your door like dogs, or tippiag your
.ink into your last surviving cigarettes.
Altogether, what with his good #heot-
ing, ‘his industry, and his commanding
.position, the Stinker was by far the most
destestable gun now in action,

And then on the memorable morming of
December 8 we woke up, the first
-mix;ﬁ\we saw was the troopere of the L.
L. H. bringing home, slung on_a pole,
the :Stinker’s breech-lock. He was
blown up, and the 12-centimetre howitaer
at ‘his -side was blown up, too, and 2
Maxim-Nordenfelt on 3 was
brought in. And it had all been done by
Gen. Hnnter, with a couple of hundred
irregulars. 2

“You will have read all about it—ail T
know .sbout it at any rate—in the tele-

of thie new optical improvement, which
practieally removes the last imperfection
of achromation of large telescopes, such
as these.of the naval, Yerkes, Lowell
and ' Lick robservatories,

The “beginning of this discovery com-
menced -during the Indian summer of
1899: it was found that the smoky  at-
™ ereygreatlly improved the definition,
lsharpening the limb of the planet Nep-
tune, on which observations were being
made 'by Dr. See at the naval observa-
tory., "Mhis ¢hange in the usual aspect of
Neptune having been traced to the smoke
arising “from ‘forest fires in the surround-
ing state, it was suggested that we might
be able ‘to Teproduce artificially the con-
ditions -whith accidentally srose in the
.atmosphere, It was found possible to
affect 4his selective absorption by insert-
ing in the teléscope a layer of fluid con-
fined in a cell which. would absorb the
outstanding blue light of the secondary
spectrum, A ‘figure with eye-piece at-
tached is illustrated in the “Astronomic
Nachrichten,” No. 8,636, April, 1900,
which gives to the scientific world this

grams, .and there is no need of vain re-
petition. It had all the requisites of
successful -night work—absolute secreey,
picked men, daring and cool-headed lead-
er, .aceomplished guides, gilence, celerity,
and luck. It was not the evening
that Gen. [Hunter unfolded his plan and
got the General’s consent to.it. At 11
they assembled on the Helpmaaker road
—100 of the Light Horse, the hard and
vaiiont, the flower of “South Af-

rica, the Natal Volunteers, and es: hand- |

ful of gunners and sappers. 3
carried no arms ‘but a rifle, and their ri-
fles they weve mot to load till they had
orders. 3

They went out mnder the star-pricked
night, very alow, but very silent, Half
a mile from the hill 300 of the Volunteers
were left oppesite Lombard’s Nek to
watch the right fiank, 100 to watch the
left., The 200 im two columns—Light
Horse straight up the hill, Volunteers up
the right shoulder. As they came under
the given hill the stars went in, and it
was black ae the pit, and so silent, said
one, that unless you had known there
were 200 you wonld have said you were
alone. ‘They began to climb over the
sloping, ice-smooth rocks,
needle-thorned mimosas—silent, still, and
steady, lucky that most of the wary
veldt men had put on tennis shees. Now
came dongas, deep, dry lits in the hill
face, over which a man had to swing by
his hands till .he touched bottom—silent
and steady. P2

"Wi{)elioopt da?’ The challenge eame
from below, the picket had just woke,
the 200 elimbed on. 3

“Wij loopt da?’ Again and again, but
the 200 climbed on.

Then suddenly—I spare you the Duteh
—~“willem, it i the red-coats! Shoot,
Willem, shoot! Then the colonel of the
Light Horse had an inspiration,

. “¥ix bayopets!” he yelled.

hetween the |

latest Aiscovery of ‘America’s young and
promising astromomer, Prof. T. J. J. See,
who is a native of Missouri, and whose
aehievements in his ¢hosen profession
have alveady attracted the attention of
such men as Prof. Newcomb and Buro-
pean savahts.

e e
CAMP FIRE RULES.

Common Sense Precautions That If Ob-
served Would Save Much Trouble.

From Forest and Stream.

The fire shich destroyed the .North
German Liloyd piers and steamships at
Hoboken, opposite New York city, en-
tailing a loss of $6.000,000 and an un-
| known number of human lives, is sup-
I poscd to haye been caused by a match
or lighted cigar or cigarette thrown- into
,cotton etored on one of the piers.. . The
'conflagration of  the Standard Oil Com-
pany oil tanks, across New York Bay,
‘with a loss of $2,000,000 and more, Was
caused by a #troke of lightning.

We cannot eontrol the lightnimg nor
‘avert its flash; but we can avoid throw-

‘ing matches and cigarettes into cotten.

can afford to burn any of it up by letting
our camp-fires get beyond control. —Out
of ‘every hundred eampers there will al-
ways be a proportion—&ay fitty—of those
who are careless with their fires; and be-
|cause @f these creatures and. their folly,
there must be with each mecurring sea-
son, as. certain as doom, 2 vast destruc-
tion of the forest and the prairie. We
might as well attempt fo eontrol the
.thunder storms and the lightning of the
sky as to reform these fatuous idiots who
set fire to the woods, But we may see
to it, each ope for himself, that we are
not ourselves numbered with the fire-
isetting fools,

Now broke out a wild fire from above|g

in' one sharp |

Here are some rules for the camp fire:
Never build a fire where its flame can
communicate to grass or brush or branch-

es of trees, .
Never build a fire*where the sparks can
be carried to brush or trees, or leaves or

Tass,

Never build a fire without first noting
the lay of the land with respect to con-
trolling it after it is kindled.

Never leave camp for the day with the
fire to burn unattended. Extinguish it
thoroughly.

Under no circumstances, when moving
¢amp, leave the fire to burn or smoulder.
Put it out.

To extinguish a fire built upon the
ground where there is turf, the roots of
trees or other vegetable matter in the
soil, pour water upon it until the ground
is thoroughly soaked; then dig around
about and well outside the circumference,
throwing the earth in toward the centre,
and then wet it down again.

TELEGRAPHIC BRIEFS.

General Greely, chief of the United States
Signal Service, left Chicago on ‘Wednesday
for Alaska, to arrangé for the telegrapha
lfne to join with the Canadian Yukon ser-
vice, already bulilt.

Lord Curzon, viceroy of Indla, is yisiting
famine and cholera districts. .

A meeting of all temperance organiza-
tions in 8t. John county, N. B., called- to
discuss‘the campaign methods for prohibi-
tion candidates at the coming genéral elec-
tions, which was to have been held Wednes-
dny, was declared off for three weeks, ow:
ing to am a t lack of Interest idis-
played bysthe advocates of the cause. Only
thirty-four delegates put in an appeuunce.;
In a speech at a banquet on beard the
Alldn liner Tunisian, at Montreal, on Wed |
nesday night, Sir Wilfrid Laurler sald Men-.
treal must be the natiemal pert of ‘Canada,
and whether in opposition or in. power, he
would urge-that the government take every |
means to accompiish this ebject.
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CUT-WORMS.

Some Valuable Advice Given by Mr.
F. W. Foster.

Since all opinions amd experiences re-
garding the extirpation of cut-worms
are of interest at the presemt juncture,
the following letter from Mr. F. W.
Foster, a gentleman whose opinion is
well worth considering, is published,
with the advice to try the simple and
inexpensive remedy he recommends, and
which has the additional merit of being
non-poisonous:

Clinton, B.C., July 30, 1900.
J. R. Anderson, Bsq., Deputy Minister
of Agriculture, Victeria:

Dear Sir,—I have your faver re -de-
struction of cut-worms, :and for yeur
own informatiom and that of the public
I may say that many years ago I tried
the fine dry ashes of wood, sprinkling
the same around where ‘these cut-
worms infested fields and :gardens, and
found. it 3 dead shot every fime. I do
not know how it acts if it gets wet, but
directly a worm touches it on the sur-
face he wriggles and dies. It is easily
tried by your getting a few of them and
let them touch the white ashes. As
poultry and other farm -and house
creatures roam around where arsenical
sweetened bran is put, it is well to
avoid it if pessible, :and paris green is
arseniec in ome of its strongest forms.
Yours very truly, g
F. W. FOSTER.
5 T et g
el ¢ B BN e D A S OIS
Property Owners in Vieinity of Cod
Want District Opened Up.
Krom Sandon Pay Streak.
While the British Columbia government
is in the foad building Hne the property
owners in the neighborhood of .Cody believe
that they have a first.class right to some
of the money that is about to be appropri-
ated for that purpose. ;
Withia a radius of five miles of ‘Cody, up
the Carpeamter and Cody creeks,. there are
some of the best surface showings ever
discovered in the Slocan. There has mot
been a great deal of work @one iin the vicin-
ity, but almost all the claims that have been
opened up have fulfilled the indications,
and there Is no shadow of doubt that the
mineral belt which surrounds Sandon’ ex-
tends right up to the divide :and .over onto
the Ainsworth side, although ithe develop-
ment of some of the South Fepk proper-
tles has not been the ungualified success:
that has been hoped for.
it is to open up this upper country that,
the trails aré meeded. At present it is.ab-
solutely {mpossible to reach many of these:
properties -except = by ' ‘back-packing, and)
until some reasonsable tramgpartation facill-
tles are furnished the opening mp of thej
district will be imdefinitely delayed. ;
An effort will be made to impress these,
facts om the or upon whoever|
has the handling of the money appropriated|
for this district, In order to assure, if pos-i
sible, an equitable expeaditure for this pur-|
Dose. ' {
In the efforts to secure this expenditure
of government money on this much-needed
work ‘the Cody property ewmers should be
backed by Sandon merehants. There is ajf
large country at the head of the’South Fork!
of Kislo Kokanee creek, Woodbury creek!
and Cody and Carpemter ereeks that should;
be tributary to Sandon. The Kaslo people;
are unceasing in their efforts to get their;
South Fork road buiit up to the divide and |
even now the goverameat is spending con-
siderable money on this werk. Sandon has’
a geographical advantage over the lake|]
towns, but unless our busimess men make

1a move immediately the Kaslo and Ains-

worth people will have poads built dnto
these camps and will secure the trade.

. L ST R PRI
THE TENNIS CLUB DANCE.

Successful Society Event at the Dallas
Last Evening.

The spacious ball room at the Dallas
hotel was a scene of beauty and splendor
yesterday evening on the oceasion 'of the
dance given under the auspices .of the
Vietoria Lawn Tennis Club. About 150
couple were present, among the partici-
pants in the successful affair being num-
bered many. of the officers from the ships
at Esquimalt, .

Mrs. Walt. had been indefatigible.in
her efforts to make the ‘affair a brilliant
success; and .she succeeeded admirably.
The ball Toom decorations were of a
most elaborate and beautiful character,
and the floor in perfect condition, At
midnight a recherche repast was laid be-
fore the merry-makers, who voted the
dance one of the most enjoyable affairs
ever held in Victoria, It was 2 a.m., or
later—perhaps just a little later—when
those who participated in the event
eought the eolace of their long-neglected
pillows. An excellently-arranged car
gervice provided by Manager Goward
proved a great convenience.

New Lieutenant.—Lieut. Akroyd, of
“A” Company, 3rd’. R. C. R., has re-
signed his commission and will again
take up his residence in Vancouver.
He will be succeeded by Lieut. 8. T
Clark, now on his way here.

~_Jnorthern town,
A “fo start with,
e

Fever at
Bloemfontein

Conan Doyle Writes of Outbreak
of Enteric Among the
Troops

He Pays a Trbute to Work
of the Hospital Order-
lles.

From British Medical Journal.

The Langman Hospital,
South African Field Force,
Bloemfontein, Juned, 1900.

Dear Sir:—You were good enough to
suggest when I left England that I
should send you some notes upon any
points which might strike me. The pres-
sure of work has prevented me from com-
plying with your request, and even now I
feel that you will find these comments
of a very scrappy character.

When the nation sums up its debt of
gratitude to the. men who have spent
themselves in this war I fear that they
will almost certainly igbore those 'who
have done the hardest and the most es-
sential work. There are three classes,
a it geems to me, who have put in more
solid and unremitting toil than any oth-
ers, 'They are the commissariat, the rail-
way men, and the medical orderlies. Of
the three, the first two are the most es-
sential, since the ~war cannot proceed
without food and without railways. But
the third is the most laborious, and in-
finitely the most dangerous,

The outbreak of  enteric among the

| troops in South Africa was a calamity

the magnitude of which had not been
foreseen, and which even now is imper-
fectly appreciated. We naturally did not
dwell too much upon it while the war was
in progress. But it was appalling in its
severity, both in quantity and quality. I
know of no instance of such an epidemic
in modern warfare, I have not had ac-
cess to any official figures, but I believe
that in one month there were from 10,-
000 to 12,000 men down with this, the
most debilitating and lingering of contin-
ned fevers. I know that in the month
600 men were laid in™We Bloemfontein
cemetery. A single day in this one town
saw 40 deaths. These facts would have
stiffened the resistance at Pretoria if
they had been generally known. It is on-
ly now, when the worst is past, that they
can be talked of.
How was this wunforeseen and unpre-
cedented crisis grappled with? Entirely
by the efforts of the medical men and by
the devotion of the orderlies, When a
department is confronted by a task which
demands four times more men than it
has, the only way of meeting it is for
each man to work four times as hard.
This is exactly what occurred, and the
crisis was met. In some of the general
hospitals orderlies were on. duty for
thirty-six hours in forty-eight, and what
their duties were—how sordid and ob-
scene—let those who have been through
such epidemic tell.
He is not a picturesque figure, the or-
derly, as we know him. We have not the
trim, well-nourished army man, but we
have recruited from the St. John ambul-
ance men, who are drawn, in this partic-
ular instance, from the mill hands of a
They were not yery
: “with, ‘and poor fellows
astly now. - Fhere is none of the
dash and glory of war about the sallow,
tired men in the dingy khaki suits—
which, for the sake of the publi¢ health,
we will hope may never aee England
again. And yet they are patriots, these
men; for many of them have accepted a
smaller wage in order to take on these
arducus duties, and they are facing dan-
ger for twelve hours of the twenty-four,
just as real and much more repulsive
than the scout who tides up to the
strange kopje or the gunner who stands
to his gum with a pom-pom quacking at
him from the hill,
Let our statistics speak for themselves;
and we make no claim to be more long-
suffering than our neighbors. We have
three on the staff (Mr, Gibbs, Mr.
Scharlieb, and myself). .Four started,
but one left us early in the proceedings.
We had six - npurses, five dressers, one
wardmaster, one ‘washerman, and
orderlies, or 32 in all, who actually came
in contact with the sick, Out of six
nurses, one has died and three others
have had enteric. Of the five dressers,
two have had severe enteric. The ward-
master has spent a fortnight in bed with
veld sores. The washerman has enteric.
Ot the 18 orderlies, one is dead, and 8
others are down wita enteric. Sc that
out of a total of 34 we have 17 severe
.casualties—50 per cent.—in nine weeks.
Two are dead and the rest incapacitated
for the campaign, since a man whose
theart has been cooked by a temperature
over 103 degrees is not likely to do hard
work for another three months, If the
war lasts nine more weeks, it will be in-
teresting to see how many are left of the
eriginal personnel. When the scouts
and the lancers and the other picturesque
eople ride in procession through London,
have a though for the sallow orderly, who
has also given of his best for his coun-
try. He is not a fancy man—you do not
find them in enteric wards—but for solid
work and quiet courage you will not beat
him in all that gallant army.,

"Phere is one mistake which we have

soldiers. in hospital it is impoesible to
speak too highly. ~ We have had 500
cases pass through our hands, and can
speak now from a fairly iarge experience.
I had always imagined that in every
large army there must be a minority of
skulkers and shirkers, but they are singu-
larly absent in the South African Field
Force. I have had not had more than
two or three cases in my wards which
bore a suspicion of malingering and my
colleagues say the same, They are uni-
formly patient, docile, and cheerful, with
an inextinguishable hope of ‘getting to
Pretoria.” There is a gallantry even
about their delirium, for their delusion
continually is that they have won the
Victoria Cross.” Very touching also is
their care of each other. The bond which
unites two soldier pals is one of the most
sacred kind. - One man shot in three
places was being carried into Mr. Gibb’s
ward, I lent an arm to his friend, shot
through the leg, who limped behind him.
“I want to be next Jim, ’cos I'm lookin’
after him,” said he. That he needed
looking after himeelf seemed never to
have occurred to him.

1 do not think that any men have ever
expended money better ~than those who
fitted out the private hospitals, The offi-
cers of the Army Medical Department
freely admit that they do not know what
they would have done without their aid.
They arrived out here at the very mo-
ment when the sick was becoming alarm-
ing, and they took their share of the
strain when the epidemic was at its
beight, The large general hospitals found
it difficult to get to work on account of
the pressure on the line which prevented
them from getting up their bulky equip-
‘ment, but the ivate hospi more
compact and mobile, got to work almost
at once after their arrival, The pressure
wae severe. Our own hospital, with
equipment and personnel for 100 cases,
had 150 cases, most ' of them virulent
Paardeberg enterics, shot upon them, and
had to cope with them as best they
might. But the . men had come out to
work; and the orderlies, though untrain-
ed, never once grumbled at the great ex-
ertions which were called for. Without
the Yoemanry, the Portland, the Irish,
the Scotch, the Welsh, and the other
hospitals fitted up by private effort, and
manned by volunteers, it is difficult to
see how the epidemic could -have been
met.

There is sure to be some adverse criti-
cism of the Army Medical Department
after the war, because they have had to
meet go difficult a situation with such in-
adequate resources that it is impossible
that there should not be particular in-
stances where the machinery has broken
down. A captious critic could quote
cases of an overfilled, undermanned hos-
pital without medical necessities in one
place, or of hardships endured by the
sick and wounded in another. How can
it be otherwise, when a department which
is sufficient for the needs of two army
corps has to provide for the wants of
200,000 men with typhoid raging anrong
them? Taking it on the whole, the de-
partment has %:eeu well organized and
well worked, and has met an unforeseen
and exceptional state of things with re-
markable success.

The statistics of the campaign are like-
ly to be vitiated by the employment of
the vague and unscientific term, “simple
continued fever,” so largely used in the
army returns, A great number of cases
were classified under this head, and such
terms as ‘“veld fever,’ *camp fever,”
ete., were freely used. I think that near-
ly all medical men have come to the con-
clusion that all, or at least most of these
cases were really enteric of varying
types and degrees of severity. Qur sen-
jor surgeon, Mr, Gibbs, performed post-
mortems on severial cases which- present-
ed abnotrlxlnu.‘l"htent\n-es,t?mx:ll never without
inding the characteristic ulcers. -

finding the AT SONAN DOYLE.

AN EAST INDIA CARNIVAL.

Color, Movement, and Musie on the Sur-
face of the Sacred River.

“Benares is an everlasting garden of
festivals,” -writes R. D. Mackenzie, in the
Century, in a paper on “The Maharaja’s
Water Carnival.”

The hot afternoon slowly eank into
evening, the river being like a sheet of
glass; one almost gasped for air, The
templed bank was slowly shrouded in the

gray veil of evening, and something like
disappointment hung in the sultry at-
mosphere, when suddenly. the boatman
cried “Here they come!” With difficulty
I could make out some small gray spots

8 |about two miles up the river, just coming

into view round the bend from Ramnagar
Fort, the residence of the Maharaja.
Slowly they approached, until at last they
were close upon us. The air seemed to
grow cooler, and the heat was forgotten.
All attention was fixed upon two lovely
visions—one could not call them boats—
the foremost a pair of dappled gray horses
rising completely out of the water, sup-
porting a canopy of Ted silk on silver
poles, under which were seated, on the
long boat of painted lotus flowers, the
maharaja and his princes, dressed in the
most delicate harmonies of Oriental color,
gilver and gold, in the midst of which
were a few dashes of scarlet. The crew
with pink-bladed oars, dipped into the li-
quid crystal of the river. The second
float represented a gigantic peacock, car-
rying on its long distended back a triple
canopy of kincob, strawberry and gold,
under which sat the maharaja’s son and
heir, the ministers and other state offi-
cials, Close on every side were numer-
ous small craft hovering in their wake
like dancing water beetles.

The last glow of light was fading away,
the little Noah’s arks that so mysterious-

made, and it is one which will mnot, 1
think, be repeated in any subsequent
eampaign, Inoculation for enteric was
not made compulsory. If it had been so
I believe that we should (and, what is
mopr important, the army would) have
&od from the most of itg troubles.
N¢ fdoubt the matter will be fully threph-
ediout in statistics, but our strong im-
pressi from our own experience, -is
that although it is by no means an abso-
lute prewentative it certainly modifies the
course of the disease very materially.
We have had no death yet (absit omen)
from among the inoculated, and more
than  once we have diagnosed the inocu-
lation from the temperature chart before
being informed of it. Of our own per-
sonnel only one inoculated man has had
it, and his case wae certainly modified
very favorably by the inoculation.
Of the courage and patience of the

ly disappeared in the morning came quiet-
ly stealing out in clusters from their hid-
ing, until, by the time the temples were
reached—which it was the purpose of the
procession to visit—the river was a chao-
tic mass of moving color, over which the
curtain of night was rapidly falling.
Without the least warning, a torch flam-
ed nup in the midst, and for an instant
blotted out the ~whole spectacle in inky

accustomed to the change, the torch
burned slowly down, and in its place a
crimson, a green and a yellow flare of af-
tificial fire burst . forth with spasmodic
sputterings, iluminating one boat in
green, another in crimsen, while anotber
passed in sable shadow. The deep purple
reflaction from the gemi-luminous eky al-
ternated with the crimson and green as
the Maharaja’s boats attempted to lead
through the haphazard mass back to the
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blackness. But gradually the eye became |,

temples, and out to the floating tents in
midstream—a carnival indeed, and full
of that picturesque accident which is seen
to such perfection in the unconventional-
ity of an Oriental gathering.

Oane by one the boats and barges at-
tached themselves to the floating tents un-
til the mass assumed enormous propor-
tions; they were variousl illuminated
with lanterns and crystal chandeliers, of
which the native of India is very proud.
The tents were crowded to their utmost
limit; the weird, thin voices of the nautch
girls were heard on the still night air,
with the perpetual accompaniment of
their bell anklets, stringed instruments,
and tom-toms, One of the most unique
features was the bazaar of sweetmeat-
sellers, - Not to be done out of their busi-
ness because the fete was isolated in the
middle of the Ganges, they took ther en-
tire ghops afloat, and the pyramids of
light-brown lumps of sugared cream
seemed to afford a continual source of
comfort to the festive. :

Had I quietly withdrawn ten minutes
earlier I should have enjoyed the perfect
illusion of having lived an evening in
the sixteenth century; but alas! the in-
congruous nineteenth century not so pre-
valent in-the Orient was heard in a crash
of rawhjde and brass, and a blizzard of
metallic discord of which I was able to
pick up fragments of “We won't go
home till morning.” I besought the boat-
man, who seemed enchanted, to hurry me
away into the blackness of the night.

—

THE POUND KEEPER.

To the Editor of the Colonist:

8ir:—Please permit me to deny any inten-
tion of “hounding” any servant of the cor-
poration. = I protested in the Interests of
others as well as my own. I saw in this a
possible precedent which might at any time
consign even our higheést dignitaries to the
mortification of a hoist on. a powerful
pound keeper's back to the city hall. Were
1 an official, I should feel disposed to give
my vote for an addition to this officer’s
salary, for surely, one who increases its
revenue from two dollars to eight is worthy
of support. I must credit the pound keeper
with three affirmatives, against eight
denials. I re-affirm my letter of protest,
must decline further discussion, and hope
thig officer in the future will temper his
zeal with more courtesy. C. F. MOORE.

" ———

“~ A TELLGRAPHIC MARVEL,

A Minimum of 56,000 ‘Words Hourly,
Simultaneously Sent and Repro-
duced in Legible Script.

From The London News.

I have registered from time to time in
The Daily News the different stages of
the marvellous invention of MM. Pollak
and Virag, by which words may be tele-
graphed at an almost incredible rate per
second over long distances. The experi-
ments in September between Budapest
and Berlin proved that telegrame could
be sent and received without a hitch at
the rate of 220 words in ten seeonds, be-
ing 1,820 words in a minute and nearly
80,000 words in an hour. A single wire
is therefore able to transmit 1,900,000
words in twenty-four hours, and the
eight wires between Budapest and Vien-
na, which are insufficient for the demand
upon -them at present, would transmit
15,000,000 words in twenty-four hours.
The inventors have since been to the
United States with their apparatus, and
tried it with success over the longest dis-
tances in fine weather fnd in foul.
On their return they set about improv-
jng their machines still further, and
about six weeks ago they were able to
announce that telegrams could now be Te-
ceived at 'the speed mentioned on “tape,”
which ‘passes auntomatically through the
developing fluid and comes out ready for
the clerk, who translates the message
from the Morse alphabet into ordinary
writing, But this is little compared with
what 1 learned to-day. I am informed
that this marvellous apparatus has now
een made to write the messages in clear,
bold hand on the senmsitive paper. There
is no more Morse aiphabet, no more trans-
lating and copying. As the message ar-
rives, so ‘can it be delivered. The inven-
tor explained the manner in which this
astonishing result is hrought about in the
following words: “We influence the mir-
ror at tﬁe seuding-off station in such a
manner, by suitable yibrations of the cur-
rent, that it usés the ray of light which
falls upon it as if it were a pen, and
draws signs with it just as if it were a
human hand writing on _the sensative
paper at the other end of the wire.”.
A sample of such a message which 1
have -Teceived shows that the ray ot
light never interrupts the lines it draws,
but separates the words by a lon line.
The characters are upright and very
clear, similar to a good school-book copy.
There are no ddts on the i
The velocity of the apparatus has not
suffered from this additional inventionm,
and the miimum of words sent is still
50,000 per hour. The messages are still
conducted into the apparatus by means
of perforated bands, because it would be
quite impossible to send off fifteen words
in a second otherwise than automatically.
The perforations are, however, very dif-
ferent from those used for the Morse al-
phabet,
But the new system can be used together
with apparatus like those.of Hughes and
Baudot, the difference being that more
than thirty Hughes machines can work
on one wire at the same time if the Pol-
lak-Virag system is applied.
e e

Customs Returns,—The collections at
the customs house during July, exclusive
of the exports, which are now made up
at Ottawa, whither the statistical de-
partment has been removed; were as fol-
lows: Imports, free, $79,913; dutiable,

9,804—total, $379,807; duty collected,
§76,510.36; other  revenue, $18,771.95—
total, $95,282.31; collected at Bennett,
'$34,770.78. 'The collections are $11,000
higher than during the same month last
year, and the collections at Bennett are
the Jargest yet made.

March of Improvement.—Another lot
of old shacks, an alleged menace ‘to the
health of the- city, and certainly eye-
sores, have eome und@r the ban of Sani-
tary Officer  Wilson, who has recom- |
mended that they be destroyed. Among
the condemned shacks are the stable on
Broad . street, near Fort; the frame
building on Government street used by
Messrs. Brackman & Ker for storing
hay, and a number on Fisgard street.
The owners will be given an opportunity
this afternoon to say why the shacks
should not be destroyed.

The Police Court.—The only case dealt
with in the police court yesterday was
the charge brought by the Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
against Joseph Bull, the owner of an ex-
press horse, who had shamefully mis-
treated the animal. The prosecution
was in the hands of Mesers, A. J. Dal-
lain and Lindley' Crease. Photographs
were shown of horrible sores on the ani-

ness,
£35 on Bull, the owner of the animal, and

win,

mal’s shoulders, caused by ill-fitting har-
Magistrate Hall imposed a fine of

$2 upon the driver, a lad named R. Ir-

Miners From
Cape Nome

Umatilia ‘Passengers Who Tell
of the Land of the Bust-
ed Boom,

The Deputy Sheriff Pays
Visit to the Bark’
Garibaldi.

Steamer Umatilla, which sailed from
the duter whart last night for San Fran-
cisco, had a very large crowd of passen-
gers, for now the summer travel is at its
height. Berths were at a premium, for
every inch of the ship’s accommodation
was taken. y

Among the passengers were a number
of Cape Nomers, who arrived at Seattle
yesterday on the steamer Senator, which
vessel brought down over 300 passengers.
Among the returned’ Cape Nomers who
are bound to San Francisco, were M.
H. Murray and Frank Coates. They
said, in an interview last night, that the-
Cape Nome district was like a toy bal-
loon after the emall boy had stuck a
pitt into it—the bubble had completely
burst. “I want to tell you right here,”
said Mr, Murray, “that there is lying om
the beaeh at Cape Nome half a million
dollars’ worth of machinery which will
never be moved away from there. The
mines are a complete failure. Men are
working there for less than a dollar per
day. The gamblers are prostrated, saloon
keepers are going broke, and, in fact, the
district is going fast into bankruptey.
There has been no rain there, and what
creeks are being worked—there are only
three in the district which can be called
any good—are not any too plentifully
supplied with water. These three creeks
are Dexter, Alder and Glacier. The
tundra is no good; it is a farce, a joke.
Topkok is no good; Golovin Bay a fail-
ure; in fact the whole district is the veri-
est false alarm. §

“There are some 35,000 men in the
whole district up there, and not work
for more than 5,000—a seventh of them.
he American government will have to
send up steamers for the crowd before
September, for then the Snake river be-
gins to freege—last year it froze over on
the 17th of that month, The miners will
have to be brought out, as there are
throngs who cannot raise enough to pay
their fare down, and the steamship com-
panies are not playing benefactor to
them: for while they take the passengers
up, &b they are doing at present, for $15
or $20, whatever they can get, they ask
$50 to bring them down.
“Notwithstanding the fact that Cape .
Nome has been or proven to be so much
over-rated,” says Mr. Murray, and Mr.
Coates confirms what he says; “the Se-
attle Post-Intelligenoer is still booming
the place, for when the Senator arrived,”
the miners say, “theﬁ printed long stories
of the ‘riches,’ so-called, of Cape Nome. I
tell you,” said the returned miner, “it
makes a man’s blood boil. There will be
a day of reckoning for Seattle on account
of the men the papers like the P.-1. are:

sending to that country, just because-
-wh,iﬁ 5wy stay in the city en route they
spend money.

«“The smallpox, though, is not as bad

and they are back on the tundra. All
were isolated.”

Among the passengers who embarked
on the steamer here were several Vie-
torians who are going south to spend holi-
days. The list who sailed from here was
as follows: H. R. Davidson and wife,
Mrs, M. McKenzie, Mrs, Ashgrade, Miss
M. Greenhow, H. W. Harvey and wife,
Miss L. Watkins, Mrs. E, L. MecLeod,
Miss M. Graham, J. Gardner, Mrs. Gard-
ner and Miss R, Gardner, D. McLaren,
T Greenhow, H. W. Smith, H. M.
Payne, J. B. McMillar, H. W.. Findlay,
M. J. Hooley and wife, A. McQuade,.
Mrs, J. Kellor, D. McLeod, A. G:. Jacobs.
and wife, R. H. Willcox, Harry Llewel-
lyn, Mrs. McKenzie, Mrs, K. Goltchee,.
Alfred Moore,

GARIBALDI LIBELED.

Was Held at Vancouver by Admiralty-
Court, But Her Captain Got
£

Impatient.
The Italian bark Garibaldi, which ar-
rived yesterday, was placed under arrest.
on her arrival, at the instance of the
admiralty court. She was_libeled at
Vancouver by a man named Jenkins, on
account of a debt contracted by the
late mate of the bark, who, having had
a difference with ‘the master, has left
the vessel. No marsiml was placed on
board the vessel at the Terminal City,
and when the vessel was loaded she

took the hawser from the Lorne and

jumped her arrest.

She might have been on the way to
Callao now and the matter of the libek
forgotten on the bark, although not per-
hnp‘ ashore, but before she sailed there
was” & ement among the crew,
and ‘4 number of them left. She
headed for Vietoria to fill her comple-
ment, and three men are to be put on
board this morning.

Last night Deput Sheriff Siddall went
out to her and took two or three of his

assistants, each being loaded with small
| artillery and with hlg pockets filled with

maunitions of war— wag no telling -
what might happen, they" thought.
They were also well supplied with war-
rants and other legal papers, and by .
virtue of these the vessel was again
seized and a marshal left on board to
hold her.’

She will be held until a settlement is
made in the matter of the debt, and
perhaps also on account of the trip to-
Victoria. - ;

MARINE NOTES.

British ship Errol, which was listed as
overdue on .her voyage from the Van-
cowyver mills to Cork with lumber, and
on which re-insurance was paid at 5 per
cent., has been spokez. She was seemr
on July 6 in Lat. 6, Long. 20 W.

Two ships arrived in the Royal Roads:
yesterdag—the Sussex from Honolulu,
and the Garibaldi from Vancouver.
The Sussex, which was 22 days from
Honolulu, was towed in by the tng Sea
Lion. The Garibaldi, which has a
cargo of lumber on board for Callao,
was brought down by the tug Lorne.

Steamer City of Puebla arrived from
San Francisco yesterday morning. She
had 166 passengers, of whom 31 Janded

here.

Steam colliers Robert Adamson and
Mineola passed up yesterday. The for-
mer made the run from San Dicgo i
five days.

as waé stated, There are but few cases. ..



