NN TN A AN S\ PN P
.

Our Scotch Corner

NNt P N NPt PP s

Priest a Famous Mountain Climber,
The Abbe Gorret, who climbed every
| important peak in the Sw and ltal-
{ian Alps and who was the first to as-
cend the Matterhorn from the It
side, has died at Aosta, a 73.
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Wi’ swagger step the guiser knights
Greet host an’ hostess fair,
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Wi’ fancied stately air
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was the establishment in 1697
of a school in every parish in Seotland
and to the Parliament of that vear
country owes a
tude.

Our Scottish seats of learning, unlike
those of England, have alwavs been open
to rich and poor alike. Nay, more. the
deserving scholar in necessitous circum-
stances was encouraged, for amongst the |
roral accounts paid at the death of!
Robert Bruce were two of 20s. each. the
one to a Master Gilbert, and the other
to Pavid of “Montrose, for the purpose
of study; and in 1384 £4 was granted
by royalty to an indigent schoiar in the
town of Haddington. In making educa-
tion compulsory the PBritish Parliament
has followed 376 years in the wake of
Scotland, for a Scots enactment of 1494
directed all barons and frecholders, who
were of substance, to put their eldest
sons and heirs to the grammar schools,
from ¢ to 9 years of age, where they
were to remain wmtil they were “com-
peteniiie founded and had perfite
Latine”: and thereafter they were to
attend for three years at the schools of
art and law. The barons, with the clergy
and the commissioners of the royal
burghs, constituted the “Three Estates”

grati-

Scotland tor nearly

i Burns, in his epistle to the guidwife of
Wauchope, expresses the wish that he |
“for puir auld Scotland’s saRe, some
useful plan or beuk could make, or sing '
a s east:” and while he may be |
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was to be consigned b
day in the hands of the Treasurer
the Kirk for beboof of the poor.

Many other examples of such pre
sive legislation could be quoted, but
enough has been said to indicate that, |
far from being sunk deep in the slongh |
of ignorance or barbarism, the Seotland
of olden days was, steadily striving ln!
attain the ideal cherished by ore of her
most enlightened and most unfortunate
1!1!Pr~; James 1., who longed for fhe |
time when “the key should keep the
castle, and the bracken bush the, cow.”

said to have done more than his share
in the ballad line for his ecounts it |
may safely be averred that he \cient
leg _-.lalurﬂ were not a whit behind in
their statutory. efforts for the welfare
of “puir auld Scotland.”—Glasgow News.
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