UR on

if‘.iih’lllhshnmoonandoftho
; !

hlﬁt alncnt the belt of

: w%hnded ﬁira ‘and the racy, vindictive

of t'hc Fh: where. sbe hld among hed
rhiododendrons. Now, the ddlnty aris
tocrat was very proud, but she was
got so proud bntthttjusﬁcowustron—
ger than pride.

“Wait” she sald, moving a little to-
ward them, while she let her eyes rest
on the carver of the seculptures with a
grave compassion, though she address-
ed hig chiet. “You wholly mistake me.
1-1aid no blame whatever on your, cor-
poral. Let him take the chessmen back
with bim. I would on fic account rob
him ‘of them. 1 can well understand.

that he does not care to part with such

masterpieces of his art, and that he
‘would not appraise them by their worth
in gold only shows that he is a true
artist, as- doubtless also he it a true
poldier.”

The words were npo&en”wi& a gra-
cious courtésy, the clear, cold tone of
her habitual manner Just marking in
them still the difference of caste be-
tween Lier and the man for whom she

interceded, as she would equally have
| Interceded for & dog who should have

‘been threatened with the lash because
be had displeased her. That very tone

{ struck a sharper blow to Ceeil than the

E ’Hcmmﬂlﬂwhetwﬁh&grave ,

“Ahl You dared refuse your bits of
Avory when you. were honored by an

> _aﬂ.‘er for them?”

Cecil stood silent. H!s eye met his'

: ';‘ehiet'a steadily. . Chateauroy had seen

“that Jook when his chasseur had beard-
“ed him in the solitude of his tent and

' Ademmdedhckthol’earl of the Des-

The pﬂneen ghneod at both. Then

'} she stooped her elegant head slightly

’&atnm Sweeping the white
“of Chateauroy’s terraces and

mahelolt,thoaxhlheconm
wht it had been, when a lackey

Mel!‘ passed up the terrace |

stood before his co’onel, giv-

- The shade of some aca-

fell across him, while the

: tronwere all in the glow

"lﬂ’iu' bhuunt." ‘whose,

| to the marquis.

“Do not blame your corporal unjust-
1y through me, I pray you. He refused
any price, but he offered them to me
very gracefully as a gift, though, of

—‘course, it was not rposslble that I

should accept them s0.”

“The man is the most insolent fel-

low in the service,” muttered her host
as he motioned Cecil back off the ter-
race. “Get you gone, sir, and leave
your toys here or I will have them
broken up by a hammer.” '

The words were low, that they
should not offend the ears of the great
ladies who were his listeners, but they
were coarsely savage in their whisper-
ed command, and the princess heard
them.

“He has brought his chasseur here
only to humiliate him,” thought miladl
with the same thought that flashed
through the mind of the little Friend

insolence of his commander had power -

t0 deal him. His face flushed a little.

reverence and moved away. -

“] thank you, madame. Keepﬁ:em,
£ you will so far honor me.” . -
mmmoﬂyh«w

| sotee, ringing melodiously and calmly | -
~still, though it gave the sound of

| over the heat of battlefields and when
{ the wounded meéu in the dead- of the

bo pla

{'who is too. mm dn idler to do:
| anything- exeept attitudinize in !ntev-: :

utlng gituations to awaken sympathy.”

i lgmnotpub:nmﬂlta-‘ :
ryd" 8,” ghe sald coldly, “but .
llmche.umwmpardonme for

saying so, that you do your -corporal
some little injustice here.’ I sball not
keep tbe chessmen without' making

bim Stting repayment for them. Since:

be declines money you will tell me
what form that had better take to be
of real and wehammiee tonChns-
seur d’Afrigue”

cmmw more mcensed that be

chose or dared to show, bowed courte-

ously, but with a grim, ironic smile.
“1f you redlly insist, give bim a na-
poleon er two whenever you see him.
He will be very bappy to take it and
spend it for drink, though be played

‘the aristocrat today. But you are too .

good to bim. He is one of the very
worst of my insubordinates, and you
are cruel to me in refusing to deign
to aceept my trooper’s worthless bag-
atelles ¢f my hiands.”

She bent ber supetb head silently,
whether In acgulescence or rejection he
could. pot well resolve; with himself,
and turned to the staff’ lofficers, among
them the helr of a priafely semiroyal
French house.

Couched down among her rose hued
covert, Cigarette haxd watched and
beard, ber teeth set tightly, ber breath
coming and going swiftly, ber band
clinched close on the butts of ber pis-
tols. She had never looked at a beautl-
ful, bigh bred woman before, holding
them in gay, satirical disdain. But now
she studied ome through all the fine,
quickened, unerring instincte <f Jeal-
ousy, and there is no instinct in the
world that gives such thorough appre-
ciation of the véry rival it reviles. She
saw the courtly negligence, the.regal
grace, the fair, brilliant loveliness, the
deélicious, serene languor of a pure aris-
tocrat for the very first time to note
them, and they made her heart sick
with a new and deadly sense. She

/ Gropped her beagd ngﬂenln like 8

‘camp: oaths died off ber lips. Sbe

‘thought of herself as she bad danced

that mad bacchic bamboula amid the
crowd of shouting, stamping, drunken,
half fofuriated soldiery, and for the
moment she hated herself more éven
than she hated that patrician yonder.

‘%] kpow what he meant now!” she

pondered, and her spirited, sparkling,
brunette face was ‘dark dand weary.
She looked once, twice, thrice, more
inqumngly. envyingly, thirstingly;
then she turned and wound herself
back -under the cover of the shrubs,
not joyrously and mischi¢vously, as she
had come, but almost as slowly, almost

as sadly, as a hare that the greyhounds -

have coursed drags itself through tho
grasses and ferns. -
Once through the cactus hedge her

old spirit returned. She shook herself-}

‘angrily with petulant self scorn; she
swore a little, and felt that the fierce,
familiar words ‘did  ber good, like
brandy potired down her throat; she
tossed her head like a colt ‘that rebels
against the gall of the curb; then fleet
as @ fawn she dashed down the moon-
lit rond at topmost speed. “Ab, but
‘she can’t do what I do!”she thought.
And she ran the faster and sang a

drinking sopg of the spahis all the:
Touder, because still at her heart.a dull .

pain ‘was aching.
CHAPTER VIL,

= UDDENLY, as she went, Ciga-
= Q refte heard a shout en the still
“ ey night air—very still now that
Se=) the lights and the melodies
and the lapghter of Chateauroy’s villa
lay far bebind, and the town of Algicrs
“yet distant, with its lamps glitter-

wn by. the sea.
shout was: “Help, soldlers' For
e ~And Cigarette kuew. the

-alarm,.

375 ax‘eite is- coming!" ahe cried lnv

" answer. . She-had cried it many a'time

sickly night writhed under-the knife of

‘the camp thieves. 1f she had gone like

the wind be te, ‘she went like the®
E few yards onwavd
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i riders strﬁsgﬁng one wjth anoth&_;’ :

wime t;ust. silvery- and

, ‘were too blind to. sée and 100
ous {0 care ‘that they were faced

by a soldier of France, but rode down |

-on -him at once, with their curled sa-

bers flasting roond their beads.” His .
| borse stood the shock gallantly, ‘and-
| be sought at first only to parry their .

_thrusts, but be soen saw tbat if he
struck not; and, struck not surely, &
(ew _moments mwere of ‘that moonlight

it were all that be would live. He

hed-to avoid bloodshed, bat it was
no longer a mattér of cholce with him,
as his shoulder-was grazed by a thrust
which, but for a swerve of his borse,
would bave plerced bis lungs, and the
four riders, yelling like madmen, fore-
ed the animal back on his haunches
and assaulted him with breathless vio-
‘lence. He swept bis .own arm ‘back
-and brought his saber down: straight
through the sword artb of the. fore-
most. . The limb was cleft throogh as
if the stroke of an ax had severed it,
and, thrice inforiated, the Arabs closed

| in on him.” The polnts of their weap-

ons were plercing his harness when,
sharp and swift, one on another, three
shots hissed past him. The nearest of
hig. assailants fell stone dead, and the

others, wounded and startled, loosed.

thelr hold. shook their reins and to.d:
off down the lopely road, while the
dead man's borse, shaking his burden
from him out of the stirrups, followed
them at a beadiong gallop through a
cloud of dust.

“That was a pretty cut through the
arm. Better had .it been through the
throat. Never do things by hbalves,
friend Victor,” said Cigarette careless-

|y as she thrust her pistols back into

ber sash and looked with the tranquil
appreciation of a connoisseur on the
brown, brawny, naked limb where it
jay severed on the sand, with the hilt
of the weapon still hanging in the sin-
ewy fingers. Cecil threw bimself from
his saddle and gazed at ber in bewil-
dered amazement. HHe bad thought
those sure, cool, death dealing shots
had come from some spahis or chas-
seur.

“] owe you my life!” he said rapidly.
“But, good heavens, you bave shot the
fellow dead”—

Cigarette shrugged her shoulders,
with a contemptuous glance at (he
Bedouin’s corpse. “To be sure. 1 am

¢ » bungler,”

“That if you want Bmder 'Iwme, I have‘ 3
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