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of the country prohibits the nee of ani
mal food. As available funds for the 
relief committee are only sufficient to 
reach about 15 pet. cent of the sufferers 
it is fearedthst wandering groups may turns ready -for transport to the camps, 
resolve themselves into armies ot ban- The men selected tor service at tb^ 
dits who, having disposed of their ovens are drawn largely from the Iri- 
homes through want, will for years comedian contingen , and they know how to 
stitute a menace to the safety of the produce a wholesome article. Of course 
more .fortunate inhabitants of India.
Crowds of distressed human beings are 
daily streaming into the cites, and even 
in Bombay people without means of 
obtaining food starve in the streets.
Famine prices prevail. Owing to finan
cial depression mills are closed down 
and in many cases the wages of those 
sti 1, employed have been reduced.
Wtiat sufficed perhaps for mere exist
ence in prosperous times means now 
slow starvation covering a period of world—corn, tomatoes, fish, berries, ap- 

“weeks or even months. Those dying in pies, beef and sauce. Fresh beef and 
cities are buried in ditches, if in the open mutton have been a rare visitation at 
country they lie where they fall. Near | the mesa tables in South Africa until 
some of the relief works men are con
stantly engaged in burning bodres-.-oftcn 
large numbers ot them together. It is 
a fearful sight,but seems the only way 
of protecting the living.
»r The suffering seems to be largely 
among the agricultural classes of whicn 
80v per cent of the population of India 
is composed:' Large sections of the 
arable
productiveness upon irrfgaton, the 
source of which is in rivers and streams

II' are as stalwart as their bodies, to see 
the bread spread out on the ground in 
trays fresh from the field ovens, or 
loaded high in The wagons at the sta-

shipped would1 Be far- more e< 
than the present royalty tax, wh 
infrequently, is charged agaii
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The Direful Results of the Famine in 
India.

The imposition of such a tax should 
carry with it the complete abolition ot xidjn the 

there cost,
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- THE TIME IS FAVORABLE.
The trustees of the Board of Trade 

have been authorised to raise the sum 
of $50,000 for the purpose of bringing 
before the people and government of 

■Canada the true condition of affaira in 
the Yukon territory, and for the prose
cution of the work of securing needed 
legislative reforms.

We are of the opinion that such a 
fund can ne used to the lasting benefit 
and advantage of the territory. Ottawa'jv 
apparently does not réélise and will not 
realise what is required for the better
ment of sffsirs in ttrts territory until an 
object lesson of the most forcible kind 
is brought to the attention of the people 
of the Dominion. While there may be 
a question as to the wisdom of the lan
guage used in the resolution passed at 
last night’s meeting there can be no

6 'the royalty end the 
local government assay office where ex
change of dust for cnnency may be
effected at the smallest pc

there are other things besides bread 
and water, though often the soldier 
must be'content With these when he is 
moving aboot rapidly. A regular Brit
ish army ration for ii day includes a 
pound of bread, a pound and a half of 
meat, coffee and seasonings. To such 
things there is usually added the long 
list of toothsome viande and edibles 
which the modern canning industry has 
brought within the reach of the whole

to the Number of 300,-111 habitants
ooo.oeo Occupy ■ Dtotrict Less 
Than Half the Size of .Canada.
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Beyon*: a doubt legislative 4 measures 
along the above lines would md mater
ially in bringing about a period of re
newed prosperity for the entire Cana-

jiiip
(From Friday's Daily.) ZP'C'M.,

Above the noise of everyday events 
tbe clamor of political intriguers, the 
din of more or less disreputable war
fare, the cry of starving India, increas- 

volume from day to day, so de-

dian Yukon country.

UNCLE SAITS
If President McKinley does 

a pretty tight rein on tbe ii 
steeds that have hitched thei 
bis chariot, be—i* . apt-to g< 
farther into this China bosh 
will be Comfortable for cither tbe Re
publican party or the United States. 
It is well to have a vigilant l,- — — 
protection of citiiens in a foreign coun
try—in fact that is"» part of a govern
ment's duty—but when tbe president of 
the United States, without explicit au
thority from congress,-send# the army, 
or * ptwfi68~6f* 
with which this 
taining diplomatie relation*, 
ground», either real or 
American citisena who 
try, most of them in private capaci 
are not safe or that their piopert 
beiim destroyed, he is getting del 
oualy close to imperialism, or at 
establishing a precedent that may 
us a good* way from the governmt 
landmarks that are imbedded in the 
Declaration ôf Independwnce and To the 
constitution.

The lust for territory j 
among the imperialists of 
it is plain that China; soi 
Is to be partitioned among them. In 
fact, through the medium of a "e 
of influence," such a partition has 
tically been already 
ince of the foimer empire still rema 
to China, among them Pecbilt. It 
rumored that the power» of Europe a 
Willing that this province shell be in 
the "sphere of influence" ot the United 
States.—Seattle Times.

ting i”
L esnds for itself a hearing that it can 

be disregarded. How much 
the lives of white men in the

nno longer
latterly, when the transport service has 
been under better organization and train 
loads of cattle and sheep have been 
brought in from the outlying country.
In some parts of Natal and the Orange 
Free State the resident population have 
always depended chiefly on stock rais
ing, and their flocks and herds have , . „ _______ _______ -..............
come in handy as , food .apply for the doabt of the

army. The British army au- which waa behind tbe proceedings, 
thorities, however, neve been exceed- The objects which it is desired to ob- 
ingly scrupulous in the matter of secur- 

which are supplied by raius. Every ing forage, and will tolerate neither 
recorded Indin famine may be traced to steiling nor looting from defenseeas and 
failure of rainfall A number ot years innocent people.-'All supplies taken 
ago the Indian forester announced his from tbe inhabitants are either paid for 
theory that tbe responsiblity for on the spot or payment is srranged for On 
droughts might be placed upon the a reasonable basis.—Leslie’s Weekly, 
great herds of goats (sometimes 16,000 
or 20,000), always apparently starving, 
which attacks tbgffehoots of yvery young 
tree in tbe course of their depredations.
Thus when old trees die off there are

:acies. 

e Holboro.

longer
ontlvlng districts will be safe, while 
the natives are experiencing death in 
its most ghastly fqrms, is a question 
which is beginning to agitate that por
tion of tbe public mind which is per
sonally interested in tbe fate of that 
unhappy country. White men are al
ready regarded by thé ignorant classes 
ssresponsible for a great amount of the 
suffering; but, while there may be 
grounds for complaint, it is certain that 
no nation would have accomplished 
more than has England while laboring 
st suCh a disadvantage. Of course, 
mistakes have been made. In the dis
tant past, conditions, to a certain ex
tent, righted themselves. During years 
of drought,, followed by tamine, the 
population was so decimated that in the 
succeeding years of plenty there was an 
abundance for all. But, as it was noted 
that tbe drought usually affected but 
one of two provinces at a time, tbe gov
ernment caused tbe poorer people to be 
moved around from place to place, thus 
preserving life, until, at present, in a 
territory but little over half as large as 
the Dominion of Canada, there is a 
population of 300,000,000 of peopie. 
Daring the last two years tbe drought 
1msbecome general and now 130,000,- 
660 ere suffering from the famine 
which, with slow insistence, seems 
likely to desolate the entire country. In 
itl wake follow bubonic plague, cholera 
and smallpox. The germs of all these 
diseases find the best of soil for develop- 
meat in tbe feverish, impoverished 
bodies of the starving people. And now 
the water supply has become so short 
that, with the limited means of trans
portation, it is difficult to send a suffi
cient supply into the localities where it 
is entirely exhausted to enable each in
habitant to receive even a tew drops

al
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tain are worth a hard fight, ahd in fact 
must be obtained at all coûta.

Thereiane mistaking the fact that 
remedial legislation must be secured or 
another 12 months will see the country 
in a bad way. What, with Siftenian 
laws end Siftonian law-makers, the Yu-
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The Deacon’s Schama. —
Opposite the railroad depot there was 

a grocery kept by a colored man, and 
as we had some time to wait for the 
train three or tour of us crossed over to 
look at hie stock. Business was very 
brisk with the merchant, though all 
bis customers were colored. We noticed 
that sugar, tea and codfish seemed to 
sell above all else, and during a tem
porary lull the colonel- approached the 
battered old scales on which every
thing was weighed and picked up some 
of the weights. Tbe hollow in each 
one had been filled with lead, and 
when quite sure that the pound weight 
would balance 20 ounces at least he 
said to the old men :

"I see you have filled your weigh ta 
with lead." " ,

"Yes, sah ; yes, sah," he replied as 
he rubbed his hands together.

"What waa tbe idea?"
"To keep the dirt out o’ da Boles, 

sah. Can’t no dirt git in dar now." 
Was it your own idea?"

‘'No, sah. I never should bev got 
dat idea if it hadn’t bin fur Deacon 
Williams. De deacon said it waa de 
way <ley did down in Greenville, an he 
fixed ’em up fur me widout coat."

"The deacon buy a all hie groceries 
here, doesn’t he?"

He do, sah ; yes, sah, he buys ’em 
all yere, an he was tellin me only dis 
mawnin dat he neber did see de beet o’ 
how deni groceries held out."

He was advised to take hie weights 
over to the cotton warehouse and have 
them weighed, and he picked them up 
and in a slow walk.end very much puz
zled he proceeded to the warehouse. 
When h» returned, it was on tbe run 
and his eyes hanging out, and as be 
reached the store he exclaimed-.
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kon has been subjected to a squeezing 
process which has begun to make the 
téïritôry gasp for breath. Three more 
years of legislation anch as that which 
has cursed tbe country during tbe past 
three will effectuslly settle the ques
tion. But there Is hope, we believe, 
that substantial reforms will be granted 
at pp very distant date.

The fact that a general election 
through Canada will be called shortly 
is* propitious circumstance. A poltti- 
cal party whose role is trembling in the 
balance will be disposed to give favor
able consideration to requests from the 
Yukon. Beyond a doubt tbe leaders of 
tbe party now in power are looking for 
cover. They want to get away from a 
record which has covered their party 
with disgrace and brought themselves 
into disrepute.

It is, therefore, we believe, a favor
able time to send down to Ottawa a 
delegation to present our grievances. 
We are of the opinion that the govern
ment will be found affected to a greater 
or leas extent with a contritehaart. In
dications point in that direction and 
the prospects aie fevorable that the 
spirit of contrition will increase »■ the 
day ot election approaches. Immediate 
advantage should be taken of this con
dition. A delegation properly equipped 
with tbe sinews of war and composed of 
men of capacity and standing in tbe 
cotpmnnity should be able to accomp
lish lasting results and that githin « 
very short time.
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■— —V no young ones to take their places. 
Rains, which depend so largely upon 
the existence of forests, fall short, then 
famine and plague follow. The early 
rains come in June, are known as the 
southwest monsoons and orignate in 
vapors drawn from the Indian ocean and 
theArabic sea. Breaking on the Mala
bar coast for three months, they may 
be expected to flood India, the average 
fall of water being about 100 inches. 
At such times erdps are abundant. But 
when these rains fail, as was tbe case 
last year, famine is the result. The 
"later" rains ot northeast monsoons 

arrive in November and December from
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Latest authorities on tbe subject of 

tbe Nome diggings express the belief
that discoveries ofthe Bay of Bengal. These also failed 

last year. Insufficient rainfall may be 
expected at intervals of from five to 25 

Existing conditions are the

jht down si, 
ir & Calder.) been made in tbe vicinity of Nome to 

maintain a population of from 2000 to 
3000 people. Tbe number of pw 
now at Nome is variously estimated 
figures ranging from 36,000 to 60,000. 
It would appear, therefore, that the 
ratio between tbe actual population and 
tbe population which tbe city of ruby 
sand fame is really entitled to is In the

years.
worst recorded. The present drought, 
tollowing so closely that of 1897, has 
rendered tbe ground so dry that there 
is a scarcity,of water, even for drink
ing purposes, heretofore unknown.

RA ?
SÜno doubt, be daily.

Early in the history of the famine 
- masses of . the,.people traded all their 

worldly possessions for bread. Next, 
many of them sold their girls to the 
Mohammedans, receiving in return, in 
some instances, but 35 cents. The boys

D, Agent 8
Bluffers at Nome.

Reports of mistreatment of newcomers 
at Nome by men who have been there 
some time, and who operate in a clique 
/to keep the chechakos from taking gold 
from the beach are given, says tbe Alas
kan, by George W. Hazen, who has re
turned from Nome. He says;

"Men wearing badges and parading 
as marshall, and without authority go 
up and down the beach, and if they 
see a man taking out gold they will tell 
him to get, and he must go. It is 
simply a big case of bluff, and tbe 
bluffers are sour doughs imposing on 
tenderfeet.

N" Many men went prospecting in vari
ous directions and came bath disgusted. 
It seems there are a few good creek 
claims, but nothing more, snd they are 
shallow. Tbe reported new strikes are 
no good. i

"It was expected by many they would 
be able to at least wash out enough to 
get a, ticket back to the «pound, but 
they ate disappointed in that. The 
government will have to take back 
many.

"It is not a great and thrifty camp 
such as is found in a place of a big out
put. Tbe merchants snd gambling 
houses ere not doing much, which is 
sufficient proof of tbe matter. Eating 
houses and hotels, of course, are doing 
a rushing business.

"The tundra is just like so many wet 
sponges.

"Water need In tbe camp is taken 
from the tundra.

"I went tu Nome with a certain pur
pose and having succeeded ™ that I am 
going home.

"I wrote a letter aboard the Farallon 
setting forth my views in general, and 
the passengers as a whole passed on 
them, and ssid I wss more than con
servative. "
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<A neighborhood of Id to 1. This start-
tv furling économie discovery 

nieb a large amount of 
materiel for the use of Democratic war 
borees in the great political battle now
in prog*

ate not marketable and are turned adrift 
tod may be seen in great, homeless 
poups, sometimes 50 together, literally 
striving to death. They eagerly lick up 
tk sweepings of the gtainbouses, and 
sreso emaciated as to be hardly recog- 
niiable as human beings.

- The natives may blame themselves 
largely for existing conditions. They 
refuse to adopt modern methods of 
farming. The English government is 
4°iDg its utmost, hot th people often 
teluse to be placed on the relief list un
til too weak to recover. The viceroy 
recently declared that eonditons are 

- steadily growing worse. The plague is 
spreading alarmingly and another 
drought is threatened. He 
his in eulion to spend ail tbe money in 
•he treasury for the relief of the suffer- 
***• Outside contributions have been 
made but available fonda are inade
quate to meet demanda.

A full-grown man at the relief works 
®*y only -receive 4 cents per, <jey. 
However, 5 cents daily will keep a 
Hindoo alive indefinitely, for, in hia 
hod, tbe supporting Of life bn a mini
mum of cheapest food has been reduced 
h »n art A tew graina ot rice, supple
mented with roots and graaa seed,.will 
furnish him a fair meal. When the 
lk*ison of the British fort at the siege 
*f Lucknow 
Mona of four

*zreat à

$
IDS* in the states.

It is worthy of not» that when tbe 
question of granting tbe Yukon 
dlate repreaentation In tbe bonne ot 
parliament wee voted u; 
vote wea recorded by the 
Alberta, Mr. Oliver.

loots
I. •"No wonder I baa gone into bank: 

ruptcy fo’teen time» an bad to sell my 
mewls an bogs an make de ole woman 
go bar’tot! Dat air pound weight 
weighs 22 ounces, an every time Dea
con Williams has bought two pounds o’ 
sugar an codfish he has tooken away 
three pounds an s half! .Shoo, but 
I’ze gw i ne to cfo* de doabaaayiit up » 
sign o’ ‘Busted Ag’in!* "

t, a
THE EXPORT DUTY.

The substitutiton of an export duty 
in the place of the ruinous royalty tax 
baa several desirable feature» which 
would tend to relieve tbe present uu- 
satisfectory condition of affair», as 
brought about by reason of existing 
legislation.

Primarily and principally It would 
serve to distribute among all classes of 
our population tbe burden of taxation, 
which at tbe present time falls prac
tically upon the miner alone. Under 
tbe export tax system every parson, no 
matter what bis occupation or by what 
means be acquiree hr» gold would be 
compelled to pay tbe tax upon ell gold 
taken out of tbe country by him. Aa

that we should be much tbe gainer If
Mr. Oliver’s district shouldrora. J
to include this territory aa Is 
posed. The umly 
accrue from such action would be to

announces

e] postpone tbe day when 
from the Yukon district will be grant- 

plan a*

M, QUAD.
:Will Slay With It.

Afex Mathews, well known by ell 
Western Washingtonians as an ex-*hetlfl 
of Pierrce county, who has been in tbe 
Klondike since tbe fail of ’97, ie In tbe 
city from his claim on Sulphur, where 
be bea a large lot of mining machinery 
which be believes will yet enable him 
to leave the Klondike a rich man. As 
uone are more deserving than be, it is 
hoped bis fondest expectations will be 
fully snd speedily realized.

Politics Don’t Oo

ad. Any 1V -
of tbe Alin tbe

berta district fa $ freed•thing
e*ê.

•impie.

CO. 1 rameuse quantities of mining ma
chinery have been 
this season and In all probability an 
amount equally as large will y«t come 
In. Tbe moat important feature in con
nection with this heavy Importation of

%&*:■ >m
Uorks MPI

were reduced to daily ra- 
ouncea of corn made into 

P'iel, some of tbe Hindoo auxiliaries 
("eted 10 live for a week on the water 
*n which the corn was boiled. If the 
**°k civilzed world unite in the work 

j **»isting people who are satisfied 
••th so little tbe worst features of this 
““hue, the details of which are too 
eirible to describe or read, would be

•lievisted. .........
0 tbeir abstemiousness, tbe English 

*argely in debt for tbe loyalty ot 
e native soldiers. Each man knows 

when his

depot
„ 1 long as he keeps his money here for re-

Wben interrogated yesterday concern- laeeeteeati BO u, would be ejected, 
ing his attitude towards allowing poli
tical issues to find tbeir way into thç*
Board of Trade meetings, President,
Fulda said : 1 * Tbe Board of Trade is
an institution wholly devoted to com Money, taken ont of the country is 
merci»! and mining interests, end poli 

Feeding England’s Vast Army- 111 cs area I together foreign to its mis-
After water which is literally tbe si00, and will therefore not be allowed 

crying need stall times and every where, to take up time at the meetings, 
tbe demand is for bread. Happily tbe " Yes; I noticed that matter, bad a 
British commisas/iatsupplies tbe mgre decided tendency to drift tow.rd.poli- 
dients of tbe staff of life in fair cfuelitÿ tic. Wednesday evening bat aaHjt to 

, * , tlv« reat-‘ tha-ikst meeting devoted to tbe matterand abundant, quantity, art, tterreg» Tatow tbe board I let things take
mepul or camp bake-ovens do the rest tbeir course, but von can aay for me 
It is a sight which does good to tbe tb.t the' Board of Trade as sn organisa- 
eyes ot the hungry men,who* ippetitt* lion ,ie not in^jpolitiea.

;Nwithher It is brought in 
claim owner* direct. This 
operation during
upon * large scale. There is every fus
ion for believlsg that muss men will be 
employed al steady labor and tair re
am Deration during tbs coming seaman 
Usée eve* before in the history of gold 
mining in the Klondike,

snd Urea syefy encouragement would be 
given for Ibe development of the re
source* of tbe territory by borne capital.

m

inery.
dead money so far aa concerns our own 

evelopment and growth. It will not 
come beck to be 
of trade, nor will It 
vestment. 'Another poiet lo be con
sidered in this connection Is- the fact' ^ ee8tt,CT 
that to a large estent gold shipped out country this morel»* 1»- -a- —v, "C-V. mre-asi tsr&rssf Si
Consequence e tax levied epee gold •" mercury for ■ pumow of 1

, TheOair
îiaphin-
Work ed in our channel» 

buck for rn-e Co.. w_ time of usefulness bas 
^ K°ver®ment guarantee of a 

♦tittion sufficient to purchase a yearly 
of white cotton, and rice for bis 

*l * “til*, is assurance of ' a sufficient 
Fusion for his old a*e. The religion

1 la J
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