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THE SITUATION.

After such terrific fighting during
the past few weeks a dearth of war
news can be expected. Matters seem
to be quiet in Flanders, and the only
feature of the entire situation in the
West is the French advance in Alsace,
where their army is almost in touch
“with the sacred Rhine. Renewed ac-
tivity on the part.of the Germans maiy
call for a vigorous offensive move-
ment by the Allies by an imvasion of
German territory. Wheti Joffre told
the inhabitants of the long-lost prov-
inces of Alsace and Lorraine that they
had come back to stay, the French
commander evidehtly knew what he
was talking about. No ‘peace will ever
be satisfactory to France unless Al-
sace and Lorraine are won back.

The Cossacks came too late. Just
why the news of a great Russian vic-
tory was not announccd/oﬁicially last
week is explained. The wily Germans
escaped from what appeared like a
network around them, and would have
been had the army of Rennenkampf
made good as expectéd. The decision
is thus postponed, although the battle
is said to have been the fiercest of the
conflict.

The war is proving terrible. The
loss of life daily is appalling, and one
is forced to wonder when it will all
end. When the German Reichstag
met there was no rejoicing, as there
was in August. It was a sober kind of
a meeting. The war has done much
already if it has sobered up to some
degree the war party of that nation.

BOBS WAS RIGHT.

That ante-war editorials of a con-
siderable section of the Liberal press
do not make pleasant reading now to
their authors is one of the reasons
why just at present the last thing on
earth that is desirable from a Liberal
viewpeimt isvan election:- Not only.in
the declaration of ““No Emergency,”
the hue and cry which were raised to
prevent Canada taking her proper
,share in the naval defence of the Em-
pire, but in everything pertaining to
the militia, did papers like the Tor-
onto Globe and Toronto Star raise
their protests to the heavens. Ger-
many-—poor, innocent Germany—was
always pictured as a lamb-like ﬁation,
desiring nothing in the world but
peace. It did not make any difference
to these Liberal apostles of peace
what the head of the British Admir-
alty said and what the Admiralty was
actually dong. The ghost of “No
Emergency” is now haunting the par-
tizan press and the servile Senate,
which, at the behest of Laurier, left
Canada to take an inconspicuous part
in the shaping not only of the des-
tinies of the Empire, but those of
mankind. The militia expenditures
were violently attacked, and heroes of
former days, like General French and
“Bobs,” were targets for the arm-
chair peace-lovers. The following ed-
itorial from the Toronto Star of Janu-
ary 10, 1913, is an instance of this
carping criticism:

“Outside of Parliament the = most
conspicious advocate of the German
menace is Lord Roberts of Kandahar,
irmerly commander-in-chier of the
British army, and the gallant leader in
forty years of hard-won battles. It's
not more than ten years ago that his
- great_ name helped to end Joe Cham-

erlain’s war in Scuth Africa, Kitch-
ener cleaned up the job by starving
the Boers out. Lord Rcberts, who re-

ceived a lump sum of £100,000 from
his gratetul country, and half pay,
amounting ta £2,000 a year, is spend-
ing a serene old age doing a Liberal
Governiment all the harm he can. He
is eighty years of age, and those who
attended the Quebec - Tercentenary
will remember him as the kindly old
gentleman who sat on a chair behind
a screen of tall aides-de-camp and
took a nap whenever anybody read an
address'to the Prince of Wales. Lord
Roberts is not ‘Bobs’ any more. At
his owfl request, that shimmering
mcknui!e and all ‘the poetical and
rhapsddical remarks appertaining
theretg have been allowed to. drop,
and, consequently do not appear in
the latest edjtion ‘of the = complete
works .of Mr.’Rudyard Kipling, In-
stead of being the idol of Tommy At-
kins and the rnglish people, ‘Lord
Robertg prefersito be .the oracle of
- the Togy militarists. He favors com-
pulsoryservice and a conscript army,
sSneers.at the Territorials, who are a
n_gw-fangle:l miiitia, and at the verv
"time when the authors and journal-
ists and’ philosophers of Berlin ‘and
London get together to hold a good
- understanding conference, he delivers
. @ speech declaring that ‘Germany will
strike _when  Garmany’s moment
“If;‘,d Robierts' sl
rd Koberts alway; talks as if
‘he British Empire existed solely for
he purpose of providing British gen-
crals with excuses for making war,
and af; thirty years’ wallcping the
native ;

out of that way ot thinking,
cause, as psychologists tell us, ‘old
sense associations return on their for-
mer tracks.” JLord Koberts’ utter-
ances cause a great deal of chafing
among the Radicals, who often hint
in Parliament at ‘gross breaches ot
discipline.” and ask why his pension is
not cut off. N T ¢

“As you will have seen, the head
and front of the German Menace in
England is this brace of superannu-

‘ated heroes, the one in Parliament

and the other out....The best thing
a hero out of a job can do, the bzst
thing for himself and his country, is
to rest on his laurels. Meanwhile for
Lord Charles Berestord’s jangled
nerves, 1 would suggest the wusual
bromides, and for Lord Roberts, the
game of fighting his battles over again
which Uncle Toby played with Cor-
poral Trim in the backyard at Shanty
Hill.”

And now the war has come, and
“Bobs” was right. He was no lover
of war or blogdshed, but he pleaded
with his countrymen to arm for de-

fence, and not defiance.

HETEROGENEITY.

l-~in" Canada thiere is a diversity of

peoples, a multitude gathered from
the fourscore nations of the world,
and naturally there is variety of life
and thought. Since the days when
first to the shores of the New World
in little frigates came the Pilgrim
Fathers there has been a constant and
an unending stream of - humanity,
seeking, under her dominion, freedom
in secular and religious life. They

from the mist of humanity’s sorrows,”
seeking new worlds, new ideals, and
in their searching have accomplished
much. >

The expression of the heterogeneity
of people and thought may be gather-
ed by a perusal of the fifth census of
Canada, which gives the adherents of
every sect in our national life. The
following figures are given in the
census:

Roman Catholics

Methodists

Anglicans

Baptists

Presbyterians 1,115,324

From the above it will be observed
that of Protestant faith the Methodist
and Presbyterian Churches are lead-
ing, while the Anglican Church s
forging ahead at- an ever-increasing
rate. Under the heading of “Unspe-
cified” we have 43,222; “No Religion,”
26,027, and “Pagan,” 11,840—quite
enough work for many missionaries
yet to accomplish. In all there are in
Canada sixty-four denominations and
one hundred and eight sects with
iless than ten- members. .8

Brantford is quoted in statistics as
having by far a larger number of
Methodists than any other denomina-
tion. The census for the city is as
follows:

Methodists
Anglicans
Baptists
Presbyterians
Catholics

And in the matter of “No Religion”
whatever, 44 against 99 in Hamilton
and 1,182 in Toronto.

For Pagans we tie with Winnipeg,
having four apiece. Toronto has none
listed. Last, but not perhaps least,
we have one Disciple. Let us hope
this apostle has courage to asasil the
forty-and four.

To return to the study of the Do-
minion’s many classes, creeds and
sects, be it known we have people
who rejoice to worship in devious
ways, “Daniel’s Band,” “Dreamers,”
“Evening Lights,” “Holy Rollers,”
“Exclusive Brethren,” and others, _

In the census returns is noted the
Farringdon Independents, 156 in
number and standing quite alone and
apart from any other denomination in
Canada. The census returns are in-
teresting in many respects, but par-
ticularly so in the classification of the
different religious beliefs and the dif-
ferent names under which worship is
conducted. That there are over 100
with less than ten members and sixty-
four others with considerable follow-
ing reminds one to a degree of India,
which is said to have 1,000 different
kinds of worshippers. Is Canada so
far behind India, after all?

BELGIUM’S . NEUTRALITY

It is proved that the violation ot
Belgian neutrality was a premeditated
part in the long-matured German
plans tor the invasion of France.
There is evidence, too, in the Belgian
Grey Book that the German Govern-
ment were satisfied to have it thought
that they contemplated this dastardly
breach of international agreement.
in 1911, when. the Moroccan crisis
was giving anxiety to all the Cabinets
of Europe, the Belgian Government
approached. the German Imperial
Chancellor, and asked him to deny
publicly in the Reichstag the rumors
that Germany in the event of war
would invade Belgium. Such a de-
claration,” it was pleaded, “would re-
“assure public opinion and dimimish
“feelings of distrust such as are so
“much to be regretted from the point
“of view of the relations between the
“"two countries.” Herr von Beth-
mann-Hollweg, however, refused . to
make the declaration asked ‘of him.
Germany, he said, had no intention

ingTadia, s hard ta get  he ,considered. that "By

ot violating Belgian neutrality; but

came, as some poet has said, “Out ¢

”"]"pﬁnuc declaration on the subject
“Germany would weaken her military |

“situation’ in relation to France,
“which, being reassured as regards
“the northern region, would concen-
“trate all its forces on the east.” It
is unnecessary to point out the Mach-
iavellian spifit of this pronouncement
Whether it be assumed that,Germany
did or did not contemplate in 1911
the invasion of Belgium in the event
of war with France, the fact that she
wished to-foster the belief that she
had such a design shews how  low
was her sense of honour and how lit-
tle regard she had for her own fair
name.

NOTES AND COMMENT.

Whern Jews and Christians pray to-
gether there is much hope for a re-
generated Russia.

ok *

Pro-German paptrs in Dublin have
been seized. This is no time, even in
Ireland, to be “agin’ the government.”

* % %

We respectfully suggest capital
punishment for one DeWet, and not
a firing party, either. Hanging would
prove plenty good enough in his case.

Aok

Many Brantfordites will learn with
regret of the death of Major Beattie,
M.P., of London. The late member
for the Forest City was a man with a
personality, and he adorned puﬁlic
life.

¥ %k ES N
Secretcry Daniels of the Unitad
States navy, has forbidden his sailo~s
to sing “It’s a Long-Way to Tipper-
ary,” because he declares it is a breach
of neutrality. That’s drawing the line
pretty fine, to *sa_v,:k the least.

o 8

. Irwin 8. Cobb, in this week’s Sat-
urday Evening Post, tells of an inter-
view with Kitchener, and presents
“K of K” in a newer and more hu-
man light. His conclusion is:—“I am
no emotional hero worshipper, and I
am most certainly no soldier and
know nothing of soldiering; but if I
were a soldier, and Kitchener were
my commander, I believe it would be
easy for me, being a soldier, to be a
hero Wworshipper also. He does not
ingpire confidence in you—he creates
it
x »® *k

If the Board of Water Commission-
ers require $100,000 more to complete
extensions, it is almost the best in-
vestment on earth for this city to vote
the money. The Brantford water-
works system is a paying concern, and
the service must be kept up to all re.
quiremenpts. . It.is.a publig utility, and
every cent derived comes back tu the
pockets of the people. Brantfordites
should be proud of their waterworks
system, and credit should be given

ing it a success.

T

A ratepayer of Echo Place recently
complained to the Courier that he
was paying over 27 ‘mills on the dol-
lar taxation on a property he owns
in that locality. He is a non-resident,
and naturally feels that his invast-
ment, had it been placed elsewhersz,
would yield a greater return. He is
helping to pay for a new school and
a new sidewalk, and that is why the
rate is so high on his property. Ap-
parently the argument so often put
forth to induce city residents to re-
move to the township on account of
reduced expenses, does not hold good
in the case of Echo Place. It’s the
same there, however, as it is the
world over, if the people want im-
provements, they have/ to pay for
them,

¥ k%

The public school teachers of To-
ronto have inaugurated a splendid or-
ganization whereby from their own
contributions they will be able to see
that not one child goes cold or hun-
gry this year in Toronto. They have
already expended considerable money
on boots for needy children. .Brant-
ford might well emulate Toronto’s
example. .The teachers occupy a
unique position when it comes to the
proper distribution of relief. - They
are also able to prevent overlapping,
which is perhaps the most undesirable
feature of much charitable effort. It
is quite true the Social Service
League is already organized in Brant-
ford, but the co-operation of the
teachers would doubtless render the
work of the league effective to a
greater degree.

RACIAL AFFINITY

Eondon Express:—There is a great
deal of loose talk about the racial af-
finity between Germany and' Great
Britain. - As a matter of fact, there s
quite as: great a- racial -affinity  be-
tween France and Great Britain, and
there is the much more important
bond that they both stand for demo-
cratic liberty, The idea of the free-
dom cof the common man was born in
England, but it triumphed _in the
French Revolution. It is this liberty
which Germany now threatens. It is
for this liberty that we are fighting.

CASTORIA

For Infan ts and Children
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“him by friends of Mr. Howie,months

those men who have assisted in mak-|.

lnlluFo’rOvori!OYm ‘

ALD. CALBECK REPLIES.
s ) ¥ ’& O
.. Brantford, December 3, 1014.

Editor Courier:

© “Sir,—In" last gght’u issue of your |®
m

paper a letter Mr. Howie in
regard to his superannugtion is apt

to create a wrong impression in the | tfi

public minB, insofar as I am coucern-

er. He makes it appear that I was |

the originator of a scheme to’super-
anuate him, where as a matter of
fact one alderman has publicly stated
that = negotiations were opened with

before I ever heard of the proposi-
tion. :

I wish to state that I had abso-
lutely nothing to do with any nego-
itations looking-to his retirément ana
my calling upon him was simply to
verify the statements I had heard
‘that he was anxious to be relieved of
his duties. % AsE

If he had not appeared to be perfectly
willing I would have had nothing to

do in the matter. During our con-|

versation he stated that he

ered he was entitled to five hundred | tain

dollars for a ‘period of six years.
Rightly or wrongly, I received the im-
pression that the amount of money
was not so much a consideration’ as

about, in its framing, and a
‘which we heard so much of in June
last. If so, it turns out to be aboi

he biggest lemon ever -0
The Qlﬁcm giﬂ is | ‘:_‘ 1al -
revidently knew what to ' expect: :
A CONSERVATIVE

that he signs himself Conservative.

BEARING HER FAIR SHARE.

Westminster Gazette—We entirely
agree that we must be prepared for
great sacrifices and for grat exer-
> i

this country has not failed to baer

war. The worst way of making sure

that he wanted a small taken of ap-
preciation for his long term of ser-
vice. This is the impression I acted

that we continue to do so would be
to minimize the value of whatwe have

mble, pesiod. __te |

mﬁmp‘u‘-tial E ver |
would agree that up to the present|

& fair' ghare ‘of the burden. of the

already done and are doing.

..(Editor’s Note:—We know sub-| = .
scriber very weil, and are surprised|.

All Skates attached to shoes free of charge when purchased
here Come in and inspect our complete stock, the finest in the-
city. We also carry the best assortment of Hockey Sticks, Pucks
and' Skate Straps. . : :

SELECT YOUR
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PRICE SMASHING S

Velvets a

(SALE _STARTS WEDNESDAY)

EVE;BY item mentioned here isa BARGAIN and there are many
— others just as good not mentioned that will be found in the
Velvet and Silk depts. Prices have been smashed to enable us to
make 4 big clearance of velvets.
WINDOW, THEN COME TO THE DEPT. and let us show these
 sbargaigys(: 1t's a foregone.conclusion that nothing like this will ever. $
% happefy again. “T'was a heavy blow that smashed these prices.
MEMBER WEDNESDAY SALE STARTS.

300 yards Beautiful Chiffon Finish

READ EVERY ITEM! SEE

RE-

English “Costume Velvet”

&5 THESE VELVETS MEASURE 40 INCHES >

A Dbeautiful soft chiffon finish English Costume Velvet—a velvet that we guarantee will give you entire satisfac-

Suitable for costumes; separate skirts or coats and -dresses.
shades, such as BLACK, NAVY, ROYAL, ALICE, BROWN, DUCK GREEN, BEETROVE and ROSE

tion.

The Regular Price is $3.50

Sale

Price

There are other
as this offered

e

e

bargains just as big
to you during this

Sale—COME! °

LSO b 2e4

This velvet is shown in all the lea,ding

A YARD

R
o

«»

Black Silk

A

anteed quality. .Regular
SALE PRICE

B
o

“d

Lyons Velvet

1 piece only 42-inch Black Silk Lyons Velvet, gnar-

price $4.50.

Brocaded Velvet

Black or Brown, 40-inch, very handsome Brocaded

Velvet, guaranteed quality. . Regular price $1 98
$3.590 SAEE PRIGE .= oo ovbiitiieveis ¥ ®

-5
P

32 inch Corded

6 pieces of 32-inch, silk finish, Corded Costume Velvet. Colors are

Brown, Navy, Alice, Red, Rose and Tango. Suitable for édﬁt\imés, dresses

COstume velvet ‘a,nd children’s wear. Regular price $1.72, SALI:E PRICE

10 pieces of 36-inch

LD D D D D

P

$1.50 a yard.
PRICE

5’4

36 INCH FANCY SILK

Fancy Check and Striped Silks.
These usually sell at*$1.25 and

Colored

X SeA

% 581 pe.d

Oip's

D D ED

- Heavy Brown
Corded Velvet

1 piece only 30-inch heavy Corded
Velvet, in Brown only.
Reg. $1.75. SALE PRICE

.40 INCH BROCADED SILK |-
7 pieces very handsome Bro-
caded Satin; 4@ Ziaches wide, Tan,
Navy, Mahogany, Alice, White,
« Pink, Sky. * Reg.

$1.219 0 ’J 7" SALE PRICE $1000
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' can we'do at Chi ;

ed rifle

s “ nt, the ﬁew Tee
. and the'two batteries of field
with anti-t

‘typhoid serum took p

y s me of the men of |
zoth Batt red from the |
action ‘after their inoculation -
The number was s

however. The bltta{ion, nerhyetthal
only light work yester “
?l:g x:thl? Battalion was drilled
mass and taken out on route mar
Two more members of the regim
was discharged yesterday for dre
enness. j ]

———
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE.
The Cainsville Women’s Instit

Joy ¢l - HOOR TOg WL
ing opened by amguii
body To-day.” mu‘ S
a splendid report o e :
at g‘oronto. M:i” Mabel ol: mil
interesting paper /
psigh ratmas.” A solo
Mrs. Papple and a duet by
Neilson and Miss Iles were much
joyed. Mrs. H. Clark led in 2
cussion on “Christmas Cooking”
“Decorations” which was interest
and-helpful to all. The Institut
sending a bundle of cotton next
to one of the hospitals to be used
bandages. The meeting clgse
singing. ”God Save the King.
—_—
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On FRIDAY
stock of Xm
a 25% reduct]
‘This Sale is f
be sure and o
on FRIDAY
of 25%.
Men’s, Wom
New Felt Sk
reduction. (




