
FRENCH OFFICIAL REPORT 
RECOUNTS TALES OF HEROISM 

ON LAND AND IN THE AIR
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Small Squadron of French nTent of engineer®, armed with, tools,

Dragoons Charged and De-
Stroyed an Aviation Park on the aeroplanes. With sure blows

Within the German Lines from their pickaxes ther destroyed
the motors, the gasolene reservoirs 
and the running gear of the German 
machines. Furthermore, three auto
mobiles, which contained a supply of 
gasolene, caught on fire and threw 
a glare of light over the scene. 

French Losses Great.
“Before closing the engagement, for 

the French losses had been great, the 
courageous commanding officer want
ed to engage the automobiles in the 
centre of the group from which the 
orders to the Germans had been is
sued, and which seemed to be occupi
ed by the German commander.

While the reserve platoon was draw 
ing back with the comparatively few 
men remaining in it, the French lieu- 
tenant, followed by three cavalrymen_ 
made his way up to this automobile 
and found himself face to face with 
two men, one of whom was an officer. 
The officer, perceiving his assailants 
immediately opened fire on the group 
of four men with an automatic pistol. 
The three cavalrymen fell. The lieu
tenant received a bullet through the 
arm. but not before he had been able 
to discharge his revolver at a dis
tance of a few inches against the 
chest of his adversary, who sank to 
the ground.
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OF 500 SURVIVEDGeorge Neal
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Two Battles in the Air, in 
Which the French Aviators 
Showed Skill, Courage and 
Daring
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■///S/jtegyNiwjj )ill■The Elite Tonsorial Parlor, W Skoal ÿ|ÜT IIp ARTS, Dec. 2.—The French War 
Office has supplemented its 
official statement with an ac

count of the exploits of a Squadron of 
Dragoons during the early part of 
September.

“During the night of September 9," 
the account reads, “a lieutenant of 
the Dragoons, who had become iso
lated with his squadron in the midst 
of the German lines and had taken re
fuge at a farm, learned of the pre
sence of a park of German aeroplanes 
on the road leading from Viviers to a 
factory between Soissons and Com- 
peigne.

1»150 Puncheons and Brls.
cooBest Molasses.

—Also—
A full line of

Teas and all other 
Groceries.

V
You will save money by buying from1 us.Prescott Street, ne ar Rawlins’ Cross, !

POPE’S FURNITURE SHOWROOMS,
George & Waldcgrave Sts., St. John’s.
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F. ROBERTS, Proprietor,
iMr. F. Roberts, of the Elite Tonsorial Parlors, 

begs to announce to his many patrons, that he has 
installed the very latest Massage machines for face 
and hair; also that he will carry full assortment 
Choice Cigars, Cigarettes and Tobacco.

On and after to-day the Parlors will be open 
each weekday from 8 a.m. until 11 p.m.

i
(

1
'!!

N.B.—Goods sent with 
dispatch to any part of 
the City or Train.
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Big Detachment.

J. J. St. John In case you 
are Interested 
in Suit Cases

■

According to the gossip of peasants, 
the aeroplanes had landed about sev
en o'clock in the evening, and had 
been joined about ten o’clock by an 
automobile convoy, consisting of 
from seven to nine machines, which 
had kept company with them during 
their flight.

“The lieutenant decided upon an im 
mediate attack. It was then half-past 
two in the morning. It was proposed 
that two platoons on foot should ap
proach as near as possible to the 
convoy,fire three shots and no more. 
A mounted platoon profiting by the 
consequent disorder, would hurl it
self upon the automobiles, and charge 
with their lances those who sought to 
escape. Another mounted platoon 
was to remain in reserve at the fac
tory.
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136 & 138 Duckworth St.Lieutenant Knocked Out.
“The German who was in the auto

mobile with this officer, succeeded in 
landing on the French lieutenant 
heavily with the butt end of a mus
ket, and the blow sent him spinning 
into the gutter of the roadway. Here 
he lay semi-uneonscious for a fov 
moments, but recovering himself, and 
with the assistance of another wound
ed man, the lieutenant succeeded in 
dragging himself to the shelter of a 
field of beets. In three platoons en
gaged only ten men came out of this 
engagement unscathed. They hid in 
a village and for three days lived 
within the German lines.

“Their deliverance came only on 
the 13th September, when a division 
of French infantry was victorious 
over the enemy.

Chased German Airman.
Another recital this time of an 

aerial engagement, also was given out 
officially yesterday. It follows:

“Toward half past six on the morn
ing of November 18th a sergeant of 
one of our air squadrons, having on 
board his aeroplane a lieutenant ob
server, was returning from a recon
naissance along the front. He was 
about over the French lines when he 
perceived a French flying machine in 
the direction of Amiens.

He at once started n pursuit of the 
enemy, but the speed of his machine 
was slightly inferior to that of the 
German and it was impossible for
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Warm Winter Caps ! him to overtake the enemy. In front 
of Amiens the German executed a 
series of evolutions to make possible 
the throwing of bombs, some on the 
aviation field and others on the» vil
lage of Vailly. These evolutions made 
it possible for the French machine to 
come up.

“The Lieutenant opened fire on the 
Germans and discharged about one ! 
hundred bullets from his machine

E
E

1

T’S always a case of “I wish I’d bought a 
Suit Case.” In case you should need a 
Suit Case to take the little things home in, 

we would like to draw your attention in this case 
to the fact that we have the finest assortment of 
Suit Cases that can be seen in the city at the pre
sent time.

IAll men appreciate the comfort a warm |
winter cap.

Our new caps are better and warmer 
than anyone knew how to make last year and 
they are also about 20 p.c. cheaper than last 
year’s purchases. We have over 4,000 caps 
for you to chose from.

You are sure to get just what you want at

I
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The fire damaged slightly thegun.

German machine, but the lieutenant H We have just the Suit Case ’to suit your 
case; and in case you have any doubt about the 
truth of this case, we ask you to compare our 
Suit Cases with the Suit Cases sold in any other 
stores, and in case you have decided to purchase 
a Suit Case our address is

was not successful in striking the 
pilot or any vital part of the mechan
ism.

A Daring Attack.
“The two platoons on foot succeed

ed in approaching to within forty 
meters of the automobiles, and the 
challenge of the German sentinel was 
the signal for opening fire. Scarcely 
had the fire ceased, in conformity 
with the orders received, than the 
lieutenant in command of the mount
ed platoon charged at a gallop at the 
head of his men shouting ‘Vive la 
France.’

“Unfortunately the Germans were 
only partly surprised, and a rapid- 
fire gun,stationed at the head of the 
automobile convoy opened fire. The 
French officers were killed, and the 
platoon literally annihilated. Not one 
of the troopers reached the automo
bile. Seeing this, the lieutenant in 
command of the two dismounted pia- 
toions, also attempted an assault. The 
German machine gun was silent, the 
gunners having been killed at their 
positions. The French troopers hurl
ed themselves upon the aviators.

Fought the Aviators.
“They were in small groups and at 

once began a fierce interchange of 
shots at a distance of fifteen yards.

“The Germans who were crouching 
along the edge of the road, replied to 
this fire with great courage.

“While this was going on a detach-

“Nevertheless the machine descend 
ed to the ground.

“The French sergeant then ap
proached another German aeroplane, 
this one of the Albatross type, which 
was flying over Vailly and prepared 
to attack it. The pilot of the Alba
tross, in a skillful and desperate man
oeuvre made a rapid half-turn and ! 
precipitated his machine at full speed | 
on the French aeroplane. The French 
sergeant to avoid collision, threw his 
machine» back to such an angle that 
the rapid fire gun was detached from 
its fastenings and fell down inside 
the car. By the time the Frenchman 
had recovered his equilibrium the 
German machine had time to get 
away.

“At about this time another French 
aviation sergeant, who had just land
ed on the aviation field of Amiens 
from a reconnaisance along the front, 
perceived the machine of the enemy 
in the air over the city. Accompanied 
by a mechanician he took the air 
again and lotting at once to a consid
erable height he started in pursuit of 
the German machine, which had 
eluded the Frenchman by the desper
ate expedient of charging him. The 
second French machine came up with 
this German just as he was getting 
away from Amiens, and was success
ful in preventing him from getting 
within the German lnes. He followed 
him as far as the region of Montdider.

Fired on Him.
The mechanician in this car fired 

two rifle shots at the German ma
chine without succeeding in crippling 
it. In the meantme the German had 
not been idle, and the French ma
chine had received three bullets, one 
of which had gone through the gaso
lene tank and another the seat re
served for the third passenger. Lack 
of ammunition made it necessary to 
abandon the pursuit.

“On reaching the ground the mèch- 
anician, who had gone aloft in such 
a hurry that he had not properly 
dressed himself, for a flight, found 
that he had one of his hands frozen, 

“This same day, at a quarter before 
Eleven in the morning, a French aero
plane carrying a corporal and a lièu- 
teant went up to reconnoitre the de
fensive organisations of the enemy in 
the environs of Dombierre. This ma- 
cl ne also encountered a German aero 
plane.

“The pilot and the lieutenant, al
though armed only with revolvers, at 
once delivere l an attack, bit a bullet 
from p machine gun fired by the Ger
man crippled one of he wings of the 
French flyer, which was compelled to 
come to the ground at all speed. It 
was „nly by the exercise of great 
ability on the patf of the pilot that a 
successful landing on the Amiens avi
ation ground was made. The French 
machine was not seriously hurt.”

Robert Templeton’s U. S. Picture & Portrait Co.
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Stoves ! Stoves ! rLi ^
*
»Are YOU Building ? {Tinware ! Tinware !

Tailoring by Mail Order
Wc have received a shipment of *I make a specialty of *

STOVES Use
Paroid Roofing 1

1 and 2 Ply
The Best Roofing on the Market, |

F. W. BIRD & SON, Manufacturers.

♦Mail Order Tailoring e
*“Star Stirling,” “Improved Success,” 

“ Improved Standard.”
and can guarantee good fitting 
and stylish garments to measure.

A trial order solicited.
Outport orders promptly made 

up and despatched C.O.D. to any 
station or port in the Island, car
riage paid.

1
We also carry a large stock of

Tin Kettles, Boats Kettles, Measures 
and Funnels.
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♦Good Morning!
We Are Introducing 8v»JOHN ABRAM, The Direct Agencies, Ltd. *Local Councils and Union Stores requiring such goods

should order at once.
American Silk 
American Cashmere 
American Cotton-Lisle

MERCHANT TAILOR, 
ST. JOHN’S.

(Next door to F.P.U. office.) 
Jan20,tu,th,nat

*

♦Sole Agents for Newfoundland.
WHOLESALE ONLY.HOSIERY ©Fishermen’s Union 

Trading Co., Limited.
**They have stood the test. 

Give real foot comfort. No 
seams to rip. Never become 
loose or baggy. The shape is 
knit in—not pressed in.

GUARANTEED for fineness, 
style superiority of material 
and workmanship. Absolutely 

i stainless. Will wear 6 months 
without holes, or new ones free

OUR SPECIAL OFFER to ev 
ery one sending us ol.OO in cur 
rency or postal note, to cover 
advertising and shipping charg 
es, we will send post-paid, with 
written guarantee backed by 
a five million dollar company, 

ff~ either
3 Pairs of our 75c. value 

1 « American Silk Hosiery
! or 4 Pairs of o$r 50c. value 

Am. Cashmere Hosiery, 
or 4 Pairs of our 50c. value 

Am. Cotton-Lisle Hosiery 
or 6 Pairs Children’s Hosiery.

Give the color, size, and whe
ther Ladies’ ^r Gent’s hosiery 
is desired.

DON’T DELAY—Offer expl- 
’ ers when a dealer n your lo- 
! cality is selected.
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For Sale !
A6h.p.Stationary Engine

>•&**«*

Sèp®
:\ W

ALLIANCE ASSURANCE CO., LID.
The Right Hon. Lord Roth€hild,G.C.V.O. Chairman 
Robert Lewis . . Master workman make, suitable for run

ning a Stave Mill or Machine Shop.
Engine is fitted with a Patent Clutch 

Pulley and regulated with a Governor, 
and is in first-class condition.

Price $150.

. . General Manager. HOW ABOUTjt • ’
yohr filing system ? Is it lot improv
able ? If so, we believe you wouldTOTAL ASSETS Exceed $120,000,000.
be interested in the simple and re
liableFire Insurance of every description effected.

LEONARD ASH, Carbonear,
Sub-Agent for Carbonear District.

“SAFEGUARD”
system of Filing and Indexing.

Every point that could save time, 
labor and expense has been featured 
in the “Globe-Wernicke” Office Equip
ments. Why not ask us more about 
this?

Apply to
The INTERNATIONAL HOSIERY COBAINE, JOHNSTON & CO. P. J. Box 244. 

DAYTON, OHIO, U.S.A. Fishermen’s Union Trading Co., Ltd.
©000000000000000000@®®®®0®0®€*

Agents for Newfonndland. PERCIE JOHNSON, 
Agent Globe-Wernicke Co.octl9,12w,d,w,ssixaBétt
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