military administration. In 1895 it was bought by the city

to be converted into a historical museum, and was leased to the

- Antiquarian and Numismatic Society of Montreal for this

purpose.
The Chateau is one of the few buildings surviving from the
French régime in Montreal. It gives a good idea of the solid

e building construction of the period. Its basement with walls
~ threeand a half feet thick, its vaulted ceilings and huge fireplaces

and ovens, and its other rooms are as interesting as their contents,
which include old furniture, vehicles, implements, historical
aits, views and documents, French-Canadian handicrafts

~ and Indian relics.

See Les Ramezay et leur Chateau, by Victor Morin.
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It was the custom in old France as well as in Canada, on the
first of May, to plant a tree before the house of the Seigneur, or
of the local captain of militia. The tree, generally a spruce, was
stripped of its branches except a few at the top, where a circle of
wood was fastened, from which hung garlands and streamers,

Early in the morning, the habitants brought the ‘“Mai,” as

~ the tree was called, accompanied by a drummer and a trumpeter,
~ if there was either in the community. The butt of the tree was
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placed in a hole and the trunk raised by pushing it up with long

spiked poles, in the same way as a modern telegraph pole is raised.

When the tree was planted firmly, those among the inhabitants

 who had brought their guns, fired several charges of powder

at the tree until it was well blackened, to the accompaniment of
~ the drum and trumpet and the loud cheers of those assembled.

~ The seigneur or captain then invited the company to partake of

a breakfast, which taxed the accommodation of the house to the

~ uttermost, and generally lasted throughout the morning. The
~ health of the host was drunk and the old chansons of France were
~ sung. The custom continued for many years after the British

~ conquest.

A graphic description of the ceremony may be read in Chapter

B % 5i De Gaspé’s romance, The Canadians of Old.
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