
administration. In 1895 it was bought by the. Cityýverted into, a historical museum, and was leased to the.
ian and Numismnatic Society of Montreal for this

bateau is one of the few buildings surviving fro,» the.
'gime in Montreal. It gives a good idea of the. solid
construction of the pe .riod. Its basemnent wvith m-alls
a half feet thick, its vaulted ceilings and huge fireplaces
;, and its other rooms are as interesting as their contents,
clude old furniture, vehicles, inipleinents, historical

views and documents. French -Canadian handicrafts
ii relîcs.

rRamezay et leur C/sateau, by Victor Morin.

the custom in. old France as wvell as ini Canada, on the.ay, to plant a tree before the. house of the. Seigneur, or
il captain of militia. 1he tree, generally a spruce, was,f its branches except a few at the. top, where a circle offaatened, from which hung garlands and strearers.
n the. morning, the habitants brought the. "Mai," asas called, accompanied by a drummner and a trumpetu,.
is eitiier in the. community. Tii. butt of the. tree was
i bol. and the, trunk raised by pushing it up witb long
es, ini the. sanie way as a modern telegraph pole is raie.tree was planted firmly, thos. among the. unhabitants
brougbt their guns, fired several charges of powder
Suntil it was w.ll blackened, to the. acconipaniment ofand trumpet and the. loud cheers of those assembled.
ýur or captain then invit.d the. company to partake oft, whicii taxed the, accommodation of the. houe to theand generally Iasted tiiroughout the. mornig. Theh. host was drunk and the. old chansons of France w.r
e custom continued for nlany years after the British


