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truer love of nature before nature study was dreamed 
of in our philosophy. This does not mean that these 
subjects should not be on our curriculum. Far from 
it. But it means that there is something radically 
wrong with our methods of handling these subjects. 
To be perfectly candid. 1 believe that our much 
boasted of system of education is a failure. It was 
x\ rong to begin with, and it has been getting xvorse, 
because of constant tinkering.

Look at the antiquity of our system of education.
It has never been radically changed. Patching and 
tinkering xvill not do. The system should be scrapped 
and an entirely new, up-to-date, efficient system instal­
led in its place. And xvlio xvill accomplish this? Not 
the scholiasts and academicians, who seem incapable 
of waking themselves from the hynoptic sleep; but the 
citizenjrrif’Canada, xvlio are gradually realizing the fact 
that they are annually spending millions of dollars in 
perpetuating a xvorn-out moribundised institution. The 
time is not far distant, when the people will sink the 
antiquated ark iirxvlvich the schoolmen are complacent­
ly drifting, and xvill build and launch a brand new ship 
of their own, xvith not a plank, a bolt, or a rivet from 
tht» old hulk, in its make up. Nature study, instead of 
being a mere piece of ornamental bunting on the mast­
head, xvill be the framexvork of the whole ship. That 
is precisely xvhat 1 mean ; nature study xvill be the 
framexvork of our educational system. Not nature 
study as xve knoxv it; not nature study xvith axxrful 
ceremonies of bell, book and candle; not nature study 
wit lissome book-wise pedagogue instilling his superior 
xvisdom into the receptive minds of little children. 
But these children and their teacher both seeking 
knowledge and strength and xvisdom in the school of 
Mother Nature xvlio gets the divinest good, the most 
glorious gifts, from nature’s temple, the primeval for­
est? Not the lumberman with log-scale, or the scient­
ist xvith his vaseulum and microscope, but the poet 
xvith his dream. Well, every normal child is a poet 
at heart. He is a poet until his parents, his teachers 
and his corrupted companions smother the poetic fire 
and trample on its ashes. I would make the spirit of 
poesy breathe into him the very breath of life. In­
stead of dying out, or being trampled out, it should he 
fanned into an inextinguishable flame. That would be 
accomplished by the nexv education xvith nature as the 
mother force.

Rythm is a rapture of the soul, the dancing of 
spirit feet to celestial harmonies. Only when the heart 
sings do lips utter xvords that thrill. To the nature 
taught, rather than to the student of nature, come the 
rhapsodies of music interxvoven xvith the eestacies of 
thought.

That is xvliv poetry is a dead language. Words have 
been devitalized. In spite of, or perhaps because of, 
our modern education, our vocabulary, the one xxre 
really use, is a meagre collection of the most lifeless

words in our language.
One of the most interesting men I ever conversed 

with could neither read nor write. He had lived much 
in the xvoods, in logging and mining camps, or alone 
as a prospector. If ungrammatical, his language xvas 
picturesque and vital. His poxvers of observation and 
his memory xvere remarkable. You may assert that 
this man would have gained much by a school educa­
tion. I doubt it. In fact, I am convinced that lie 
gained something from nature which he could not have 
gained from the school, and which would have been 
debarred by a scholastic training. He had never been 
forced to use words which possessed no relation to his 
life activities, or his thought activities, and so xvhen 
he spoke his xvords were vibrant xvith reality. To 
some the criterion of a man’s place in society is the 
amount of money he accumulates. The man I refer to 
could hardly be called a failure, for he retired at the 
age of fifty xvith a fortune of $150,000. Others again 
judge people by the place they gain in public esteem. 
Well for many years the man I refer to held the posi­
tion of school trustee.

The nexv education, as 1 see it, xvill not try to make 
a tree xvhose natural groxvth xvould extend oxrer twenty 
years, blossom and bear fruit in seven. What is the 
result of such forcing? The fibres of the tree are xveak 
and will not bear the strains of storms ; the nexv edu­
cation xvill ensure natural groxvth under natural en­
vironment. Environment, in fact, xvill play a major 
part in the child’s education. Interest, play, joy in life 
smiles, sunshine, fresh air, plains, mountains, rivers, 
and seas; floxvers, birds and butterflies; clouds and rain 
frost and snow; fields of grain; billoxvy orchards in 
bloom; the fire-side xvith story, song and jest;—these 
are some of the influences xvhich must be employed in 

‘the education of the child.
Our primary work as carried out under the present 

system has proved a great success, chiefly because the 
natural interests and play impulses of children are uti­
lized. But xvhen once the children get into a “reader’" 
their enslavement to barbaric routine begins. Hence­
forth they are chained to a book—first reader, second 
reader, third reader. Nexv incentives to study are
presented to them, such as standing in class, extra 
hours for neglected lessons, fears and hopes of exami­
nations, and occasionally corporal punishment. Coer-

Wh.™ Vou W.n, P N T | NQ
For the Office, the Society, the Club or the

Church
Telephone Bayview 357

or call at
THE CITIZEN OFFICE.

1451 Broadway West !


