ey

The grandson cf Joseph Doodge, whose chris-
tian experience, and  triumphant death, was re-
corded in the columns of the P. W., devoted to
Obituary Notices, s few weeks sgo,—was called
to ford the river, and enter “ the land of deep-
est shade,” during my absence from the Cireuit,
at our annual District Meeting. He was in his
30th year.
~Brother Asariak, was a christisn of the right
@tamp, ever since his conversion to God, which
Jmpostant event took place some eight years ago,
—be bas been careful to maintain good works.
Having named the name of Christ, be depasted
from all iniquity. As might be expected, his
MMM.-«I devoted life, was no-
ticed, and admired. Men,— even the ungodly—
took knowledge of him, *that he had been
with Jesus ;* and his testimony, corroborated
by the fotce of his example, made his life, s
good producing power in bis day and generation.
/Durisig bis last sickness,—which reached over

__,“h period of three months,—he had many

¢

powerful visitations from above ; indeed, he was
wonderfully supported. I have read of many
death bed sgenes, and have witnessed

" @ fow, in which the souls of the suffcrers seemed

to partake largely of the “ glory that shall be
revealed in us,” before they shook off their mor-
tal load ; but, there was & supernal grandeur
about the closing scene of our brother’s lite,
‘which eclipsed everything of the kind I bad be-
fore_witnessed, and came up to the most sublime
est testimony, chronicled by the church during
her whole history, It appeared to me at the
time, that God was showing us, and tke people
who came to visit our brother from various places
% the exceeding riches of His grace, in His
kindness toward him through Christ Jesus.”
There was in his case a complete sinking of self
jinto Christ. His whole will, and desire, and life,
was hid with Christ in God. While his soul
seemed to be swimming in a sea of glory, and
enraptured with bright visions of the * pur-
chased possession,” self, was humbled into the
wery dust, and the glory fedounded to Him slone,
“ who worketh all things after the counsel of
His own will.” )

It was impossible for any one to enter his sick
chamber—listen to his simple, devout words,
and look upon his radiant countenance, without
feeling “ Lo, God is here.” I remember calling
to see him on one occasion, and such was the
awe inspiring sense of the Divine presence, with
which the room was filled, that my flesh trem-
bled, and I could but exclaim in a low under-
toue, “ Glory be to God.” While our brother
feasted upon the bread of life,—never did the
High and lofty One, sppear 0 near, or, make
the place of His feet so glorious ; never did eter-
nity unfold its fathomless heights and depths,
with such solemn and impressive power ; never
did religion, shine with such brillianey, or appesr
a8 a gift so precious, and desirable. The report
of his ecstatic spiritual frame, attracted to his
chamber, some who were the children of the
wicked one, and on more than one instance, they
retired from his presence to weep, they fled from
his warnings and exhortations to pray. Many,
while they beard him, exclaiming with solemn
emphasis, ‘“ My soul is filled with God—1I give
my simple thoughts to him— O what a precious
Saviour,”—and 80 on—were led 1o pant after
more intimate fellowship with: the Father, and
with the Son. The testimony he bore for hie
Master, during his sffiiction, has been made an
extensive blessing to our people. He died in
Christ ; and he will as certainly as the beloved
Daniel, “ rest, and stand in his lot at the end of
the days.”

May the widow, and the fatherless, end all
the friends of the departed, obtain mercy from
the Lord, snd be faithful in His service,—that
44 whensoe'’r they hence depart, they may depart
in peace.” Amen. JNo. WATERHOUSE.

irdhhtdal Qleslegan.
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Conference Correspondence.
FIRST DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

The Conference of Eastern British America
commenced its sessions, pursuant to appoint-
ment, on Wednesday 28th of June, at 9 A. M.
The retiring Co-Delegate, the Rev. T. H. Davies
in the chair. The Session was opened with
appropriate devotional exercises—the hymn
beginning, “ Unchangeable, Almighty Lord,”
was sung, and the fourth chapter of the second
epistle to the Corinthians was read by the Pre-
sident elect, after which the Revs. W. Temple,
and E. Botterell engaged in prayer.

The Co-Delegate then said—Before giving up

this Chair, which I do with more pleasure than
1 bad in taking it, not because I am unwilling to
serve my brethren, but because, on account of
my peculiar temperament, I shrink from such a
position ; 1 feel called upon by God, by the
grace which He has given me, to express my
gratitude for what my eyes behold. 1 look back
to the time when, forty two years ago, I began
to meet n our District Meetings, and I feel de-
lighted at what God hath wrought. I see before
me some with whom I used then to meet, I can
truly say I love them, I have never ceased to
!ove them. These younger men are a deeply
Interesting class, because on them devolves the
carrying on of the work which we have only in-
adequately performed. I will say of this Con-
nection, “ Peace be within thy walls, and pros-
perity within thy palaces. For my brethren
and companiom' sakes I will now say, Peace be
within thee.”

1 remgmber when, one year ago, that good,
genial, and talented man ot God, our late Pre-
sident, occupied the Chair, my enjoyment and
delight, my association with him resulted in
bringing the most hallowed influence on myself.
‘We shall never forget his wise, and kindly ad-
ministration of affairs in our Conference. 1 beg
to call the attention of the Conference to that
part of the reply of the British Conference, to
our address of last year, informing us of the
confirmation of our nomination to the Presiden-
tial Chair.” After reading the extract referring

" to_the appointment of the Rev. John McMurray
as President of the Conference for the current
year, the Co-Delegate continued, “1 welcome
you Bro. McMurray to the Chair of the Confer-
ence. May God assist you in your onecrous,
and important labours.”

The President on taking the Chair, spoke in
substance as follows :

Bxrovep BrerHrex,—I highly appreciate
the kindly utterances of the venerable brother
who has just vacated this Chair. 1 am placed
in this position of responsibility in compliance
with. your kind nomination last year; your
choice having been confirmed by the British
Conference, 1 accept the position, with the
grateful recognition of the good will of my-
brethren, and of their confidence in me as ex-

pressed: by their sufirages. I cavnot hope to
succeed in the duties committed to me, without
the grace and biessing of Almighty God, and 1

ability and grace by the now ssinted Thornta
We all unite in the expression just gi¥en, th
we are the better for his visit, and for our de-
lightfisl and hallowed association with him.

Brethren, in taking this Chair, I wish to say
that I feel that our work is most important ; con-
q that we ¢t estimate must result
from thy meeting of thi reBCe—conse-
quences not only in ‘ti extending into
eternity, and affecting intet
> O letus pray that Wé may réceive

.

thus shall we be saved from every low motive,
and be fully fitted to discharge our important
duties. I trust this will be a bappy Conference ;
I trust that it will be an orderly Conference. I
cast myself on your sympathies and prayers,
boping that all our measures shall be adopted
in wisdom, and shall result in promoting the
glory of God. There wasogg advice which Mr.
Wesley gave in one of the y Oonferences,
which we would do well to keep in view in our
present Session, viz., to act and speak as in the
immediate presence of God. If we do not take
caré to keep our own hearts, we shall personally
suffer spiritual loss, instead of being benefitted
by our assgciation. Let us guard against cvery
sure you how much I love Methodism; how
mauch I love her doetrines and discipline ; how
much I love her Ministers, for whom, from my
youth, I have enitertained a more than ordinary
esteem. I am confident that if we are faithful
as a church, God will make us instrumental in
the accomplishment of great good throughout
these Provinces. “ God be merciful unto us,
and bless us, and cause his face to shine upoa
us.” I have great pleasure in calling the atten-
tion of the Conference to the appointment of the
Rev. E. Botterell, Co-Delegate of this Confer-
ence. [ feel gratified, that I am to be support-
ed in the onerous position in which I am placed,
by so excellent, and able a Minister of our
bedy.” - v
The Rev. Mr. Botterell on tsking his place on
the platform, spoke substantially as follows :—
Mr. President; Idon’t know that I have very
much to say on this oceasion, and if I bad I don’t
know as this is the occasion to say much; but 1
would not be wanting in respect to you sir, and
to the members of this Conference. And first ]
wish to express my gratitude to God that I am
counted worthby to occupy this position. It was
the first desire of my heart when God called me
to his work, to give my whole heart to Him, and
I can testify that from the moment when I de.
cided to follow the lesdings of Divine Providence
in this work, my wayBhas been sweetly opened
and I feel now, as fully as I ever felt, that it is
my duty to labour in the work of proclaiming the
Gospel of our salvation.
I beg to say secondly, that I feel very grateful
to my brethren by whose suffrages I occupy this
position, I trust that I shall be able to show that
their love for me, aud confidence in me has not
been misplaced. | remember, sir, that Mr. Wes-
ley was accustomed to call the Methodism which
be was under God, the instrament of raising up,
the work of God. The work of God. And I
feel that it is such still. Had it not been oo, it
would bave been to day merely & matter of ‘his-
tory ; it would not have gone from land to land,
from peoples to peoples, eievating and blessing
as it has doue. - If these convictions be corvect,
very great responsibilities rest upon us. 1 trust
we shall never lose sight of the fact that the work
of the members of this Conference is to save souls
from desth. The great instrument for this work,
is the preaching of the gospel; and let me re-
mind you sir, and in doing so remind the mem-
bers of this Conference, that Mr. Wesley in the
preface to his sermons, avowed himsell a “ man
of one book.” The work of Ged .is to be car-
vied forward by the enuncistion of the glorious
gospel of the blessed God.
I bave only one remark more, I quite concur
sir, in your remark, as to the necessity of sav-
ing our time. I believe that the work of the
preparatory Committees has been more fully and
correctly done this year than vn uny former oc-
casion. 1 shall not this year have much labour
to perform ; the only occasion when the Co-dele-
gate comes to the fromt, is when the President
falls in the rear, We remember the painfal fact
of the death of our President last year, I am glad
to see you sir heve in health and strength. 1
trust that no such case as this sed loss will ever
again occur in the Conference of Eastern British
America. And I trust at the close of our busi-
ness every brother will be able to go to his sphere
of labour with renewed strength, and feeling the
best of all is, “ God is with us.”
The Conference then proceeded to the elec-
tion of the various Secretaries. The vote for
the Secretary of Conference, resulted in the
election of the Rev. R. A. Temple. The vote
for Journal Secretary, resulted in the choice of
the Rev. D. D. Currie. The Revds. T. W.
Smith, and S. F. Huestis were appointed Assis-
tant Secretaries, and the Rev. G. Butcher
Assistant Financial Secretary.
The names of the Ministers appointed by their
several Districts to attend the Conference were
read.
" The Conference prayer-meeting, which com-
menced at 11 A. M., was attended by a con-
siderable number of the members of our congre-
gations in Town and Milton. The exercises
were opened by the singing of part of the hymn
beginning, “ Father, if justly still we claim,”
after which the Rev. Messrs. Smithson and
Snowball led in prayer. After the reading
by the Secretary of a part of the 15th chapter
of the Gospel of St. John, the President remind-
ed the assembled worshippers, that we as minis-
ters agreed with them in recognizing the neces-
sity of the Divine grace and blessing, to be
obtained in answer to prayer, and besought all
present to remember the Conference in prayer,
not only on this occasion, but also at their family
altars, and in their private devotions. The
singing of other hymns followed, and the Revs.
Messrs. Daniel, Hennigar, Lockhart, and Crane
led in prayer. A bhallowed and delightful in-
ﬂmﬁmonbighmedmtbemmuy,
and renewed purposes to live to God, were
formed in the hearts of both ministers and
people.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Conference opened with the usual devo-
tional exercises. The reply of the British Con-
ference to the Address of last year was read.
The names of the brethren recommended for
ordination, from the various districts, were re-
ported By the scveral chairmen. It was decid-
ed that the examination before the Conference
of the Candidates for ordination, take place on
Saturday morning next. The Conference ap-
pointed the Rev.J. R. Narraway, A.M., and
Dr. DeWolle to prepare the Address to the
British Conference ; the Revs. C. Stewart, and
Geo. Buteber, to prepare the letter 1o the Mis-
sionary Committee ; the Revs. H. Pope, junr.,
and F. W. Moore 1o .prepare the Pastordl Ad-
dress; the Reva 8. W. Sprague and .G. Milli-
gan to be the Comference. letter-writers; . the
Revs, JW and A. W. Nicolson, to receive

i

and disburse The
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the fulfilment of the pmi.e:ux,ol.m-im[ ]
you always, even unto the end of the world ;” | Daniel, Pascoe, Brewstex, Parkins, McKeown,

appointed s Commsitiée fo examine the

did for ordination. - The names of the

ior rs recommended by the several

istricts 40 be continmed on trial, were reported

by the Chairmen, and the several recommenda-
tions adopted.

! In the evening the Conference Missionary

lMeeting was held in Provience Church, the

' President of the Conference in the Chair. The

opening prayer was offered by the Rev.y. S.

’Ad&y. The Report was readl by the Secretary,
of highest im-|the Rev. J. Lathern. The crowded audience

with @eep Tntérest to"the address of the
several speakers, the President, the Rev. Messrs.

and Peach, who ably acquitted themselves on
the great Missionary. theme. - The meeting.con-
tinued till a late hour with unabated interest,
the only regret being that the time allotted for
the purpose could not bave been extended, and
a larger number of the Ministers beard on this
deeply interesting occasion. J. H.

For the Provincial Wesleyan.

Revival Intelligence, &c.

It is very refreshing to the heart, after a year

of hard toiling, on a single-banded  Cireuit, to
meet the brethren at our District Meeting,—ex-
change brotherly sslutations, and tell of battles
fought with the marshaled legions of hell, and
captives delivered from chains and darkness.
We are mutually strengthened and encouraged,
and stimulsted to renewed consecration, and still
greater daring, by the recital of what has been
done, and suffered in 'our Master’s canse. Our
Mecting,—which is now numbered  with past
events—was, a8 you have learned from the pen
of a beloved brother chosen by the District,
for that self-same purpose—one of general har-
mony, snd throughout pervaded and crowned
with the rich anction of the Holy Spirit. We
often felt, while standing and reviewing the va-
rious departments of our work in this land, the
truth of the words * Behold how good and how
pleasant 1t is for brethren to dwell together in
unity.” I will not trespass farther into this re-
gion, but would. if permitted, record an item or
two of Revival Intelligence, &c., immediately
connected with my own Cireuit.
As far us things temporal are concerned, the
year commenced and elosed very gloomily-
Every thing harassing, and oppressive, and dis-
piriting, seemed to be thrown in the people’s
way. The summer was one of grest hardships,
the winter, one of (perhaps) unprecedented po-
verty. Nothing in our externsl circumstances,
appeared in the least favourable to spiritual suc-
cess. . Indeed, 1 confess to entestainiog a fear at
ove time, that the tide of adversity was about to
sweep into sn sbyss of utter demoralization,
many who were united with us in church fellow-
ship. The temptation to act fraudulently, and un-
justly was strong, and many did not resist with
that firmness, and steadfastness, that they ought
to have done. To this day I am afraid that
many a conscieace was cajoled into connivance
at lying and deceit. The * credit aystem” of
the country bears bitter fruit. It naturally tends
to make our merchants extortioners, and des-
pots ; and our fishermen rogues and liars.
Happy is the man who is free from its wither-
ing influence, on either side! Happy would
the, country be—commercially and socially—if
delivered from this bane !

But amid these unpropitious events, the Lord
remembered mercy. He came down and visited
His people in their sfflictions. The word of the
Lord was accompanied with a Divine, searching,
awakening and sifting power, As winter advan-
ced, s feeiing after God was aroused in the souls
of many of our congregations. Many were con-
vinced of sin,and led to see the vanity of all earthly
pleasures, and the madness of living without
God, and without hope. 8till there was no ap-
parent shaking, no visible breaking down ; and
still we continued to deliver the gospel message,
beseeching men in Christ’s stead, to be reconcil-
ed to God ;” and still “ the elect of God, holy
and beloved,” kept besieging the mercy seat,
with all the power of prayer. Such pleadings,
such holy evideace, such soul-agony, as charac-
terized the-prayers of this period, I have seldom
witnesssed ! O how the faithful wrestled and
laboured I At last there was s sighing, and a
grasping for salvation. The sacred fire from off
the golden altar began to burn among us. Sin-
ners could hold out no longer. One, and ano-
ther, were obliged to yield, and in the deep bit-
terness of their spirit, to cry for mercy.

Before our young men left (heir homes, with
4 view to prosecute the sealing voyage, numbere
of them were in the “ valley of decision,” and
bad resolved to unite themselves with the people
of God. But alas! such is the desperate wick-
edness, the deflant and heaven-insulting profan-
ity connected with this enterprise, the most of
them, long ere they had returned home, bad for-
gotten their resolves, and lost every godly de-
sire. From stories I have heard men of piety and
integrity relate, I should think our sealing voyage
is almost as corrupt as the grave, and as dark us
hell. Nothing, but the prayers of the God-fear-
ing, and the holy, which there are amongst us,
can prevent God's heaviest judgments, falling
upon, and engulphing our whole fleet. Men
who, while home appear to have some mpoc;
for Divine suthority, will, when at the * ice,” act
as though there was no God in the universe, and
no judgment to come. If this was the case with
the devotees of Rome alone—what marvel! but
many Protestants, some who call themselves Wes-
leyans, are a5 bold in this impiety, and as insolent
in this wickedness as the most devoted Roman-
ist. Asking pardon for this digression, we wil
~ow resume our revival intelligence.

Shortly sfter the departure of our men to the
*“ice,” we were called to witness sad feel still
more powerful, and glorious visitations of the
Spirit of God.  We had seen sinners swayed
and bending beneath Divine power, like forest
treea bencath the blasts of & storm ; but we were
sbout to witness still greater things,—to see the
“ overwhe!ming power of saving grace” like a
mighty flood, sweeping sinners out of the dwell-
ing places in which they had sinned, constrain-
ing them to turn from sin to Christ, as effectual-
ly, as the bursting reservoir sweeps from its
banks the buman dwelling, or the fierce tornado
tears to pieces whatever object is found in its
path. One evening while guietly seated in the
Mission House, 1ii-:ng upon the work of God,
with & somewhat Licavy heart, I was suddealy in-
terrupted by the appesrance of two young fe-
males. They wire evidently alarmed snd con-
sidershly « -.vd. 1 was glad to find that two
or thrve of pining for closer commu-
wion with Chirist, had met together for prayer;
sud while they prayed and sang praises unto
God, the windows of heaven were opened ; some
unconverted ones, become powerfully convinced,
and were led with groaniags and withftears, to
seek forgivenest. I returned with the young fe-
males, and, on my arrival at the house, I found
it filled with people, Some were praying, others
rejoicing ; and again others were burdened with
theif load of sin, with condemnation, snd with
the writh of God, and pleading Tor the ‘quicken-
ng grace; while there

el ra

rs, who nn lq&lng_ on, SOmé care-
Spparently” satonished. Before the
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firet public visible manifestation of 8 gracions re-
vival, whish resalted in the conversion of more,
 than 'one bundred souls. “ Q. that men )
' praise the'Lord for his goodness™ 17 désirable
'lunhminhyouvithumhnhuintdfw;c&
Old Perlican, June 1865,

Self-Interest.

The  Lond Jeeus, the Author and Finishe? of
our faith and the Creator of our pérsons, knew
man._and what is in man, body and.soul and
spirit. The religion he promulgated, the mo-
tives for the practice of it, and the command-
ment for the diffasion of it, were all in confor-
mity to the nature he had given us, and to the
feelings and affections with which he had inspired
ve. BSelf-love and gratitude is the law of our
nature and the commandment of our God.

It is through the operation of this law that s
man loves his Creator—* We love him, because
be first loved us.” It is by this innate principle
of self-love that man in the Scripture of truth
is incited to do good and to commanicate.—
“ They that be wise,” says the prophet Daniel,
“ shall shine as the brightness of the firmament,
and they that turn many to righteousness as the
stars for ever and ever.” And, with reverence
be it said, it was “ for the joy set before Him,”
who came in the name of the Lord to save, that
he “endured the cross and despised the shame,”
relying with assured confidence on the promise,
that “ he should see of the travail of his soul,
and be satisfled.”

Yet how many good men there are among us
who would esteem a geod act vitiated and de-
graded were any motive from self-interest dis-
coverable for the performance of it. This error,
this great error, bas well-nigh made hypocrites
of us all, and men under its influence have dis-
carded the stronger motive of self-love for “ do-
ing good and communicating,” for the weaker
motive of compassion for our fellow-men, our
brethren sccording to the flesh. Thence pro-
ceeds, we believe, the feebleness of our efforts
and the inadequacy of our sacrifices for the con-
version of the heathen, and the extension of
Christ’s kingdom upon the earth.

But let those who call themse!ves by the name
of Christ, and to whom the message of salva-
tion has come, be instructed in the deep per-
sonal interest they bave in imparting to others
the knowledge of the truth, and we should soon
see a stir a stic among the dry bones. Let them
be brought to know that the heathen are en-
trusted to their care and keeping—that * to
whomsoever much is given, from bim shall
much be required” that “ every gift is given to
profit withal,” and to be accounted for to God.
Let them learn their duties and responsibilities,
and that woe is to them if they neglect the great
commandment, * freely to give, as freely they
have received ;¥ that the woe is to themselves,
and not to the heathen, if they fail to preach
Christ, and to publish that name which is above
every name ; for how can the beathen believe
on Him of whom they have not heard, and how
can they hear without & preacher ?—a preacher
whom it is our duly to send—a duty which if we
neglect to perform, sin lieth at our door. * Yet
if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from
his wickedness, nor from his wicked ways, be
shall die in his iniquity, but thou hast delivered
thy soul.”

We are persuaded that men’s consciences
would be quickened and men’s fears awakened
were the truth of this matter urged upon them,
and were it made manifest to them, that in
sending the gospel to others they are in the high-
est sense promoting their own interest. In this
connection, our Lord’s reply to the sell-satisfied
Pharisee who put to him the question, * What
lack Iyet ?” deserves our most serious conside-
ration : * Go, sell what thou hast, and give to
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven.”
The * treasures in heaven ” were the induce-
ments to obedience, and not any transcendental
emotion of universal philanthropy, which is even
as s vapour that appeareth for a little time, and
then passeth away. It has no abiding habita-
tion in the heart of man, nor any arousiog or
enduring influence over him. It was respect to
the recompense of reward that moved the wor-

of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made ‘strong, waxed valiant in
fight, and tarned aside the armies of the alie

means for accomplishing our designs. Such
were the means used by Him who Knew man
and what is in maa.

Such also arethe arguments used by the New

which, by his own showing, influénced the apns
tle Paul. “Though I preseh the gospel,” says
he, “1 have nothing to glory; for necessity is

*“ Brethren, I count not myself to have appre-
hended ; but this one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and resching forth un-
to those things which are before, 1 press toward
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus.”

But when we turn from the old Bible to the

modern pulpit and press, the plea ‘or missions
is made too genersily to hinge on the necessities
of the heathen, and not on the obligations of
the Christian—on sentiment, and not on duty
—on feelings which are weak at the centre, and
which, as they expand in concentric cireles to
embrace the whole globe, grow so amall by de-
grees and continuously less, that he who arro-
gales to himselfl so God-like & quality as that of
universal bepevolence and cosmopolitan sympa-
thies is either deceiving othera or deceived him-
sell,
8o feeble are our relative affections when dis-
tance intervenes, that this Christian nastiop in
which we dwell continues without remorse, with-
out even much sense of wrong-doing, and with-
out any shame for it at all, to poison the Chinese
with ber opium, for the benefit of her Indian
revenue, and for the interests of her trade and
manufactures to offcr up hecatombs of the
wretched natives in sacrifice to mammon. And
bow little are the feelings of the most sensitive
asmong us affected by the accounts we are from
day to day receiving of the borrid butcheries
which are being perpetrated by ourselves in the
East—in China and Japan—and by the men of
our kindred and linezge in the West, the sight
of which would harrow our inmost feelings, and
the recital of which, if occurring in our meigh-
bourhood, would awaken cur keenest sensibili-
ties.

His own salvation is that which a man has to
work out with fear and trembling, snd not the
salvation of anbther. “No man cen by any
means save his brother.” In the righteous judg-
ment of God, “ The soul that sioneth, it shall
die,” It is the fear of wrath, the fear of the
coming judgment, that impels the comscience-
stricken singer 1o Jay hold on the hope set be-
fore him ip Lbe. gospel ; to flee for bis Jife, re-

lass of what others may either do or roy;

19 lgan on the bosum of Jesusy wad to hide bim-
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Gaod slone is exalted.
nature has been made sinto us, was implanted

liness, and to keep us, by the sense of our self.
interests, “steadfast, unmoveable, slways abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as we
know that aur labour is not in'vain in the Lord.”
The selfishness of the worldly man'is ineited by
cupidity of worldly gain, and apprehension of
worldly foss of damage. Spiritual motives are
those which stimulate into sctivity lho"dul;u
ciple in the spisitual man. The rew or
S:cu’h. 'l.bou:?be prize of his high calling,
is the crown of glory which fadeth not away.
The desires of the worldly man are limited to
the things seen and temporal, and which perish
in the using. The desires of the scriptural man
expand beyond everything that eye has seen, or
that bas entered icto the heart of man to con-
ceive : they are eternal, immortal, invisible.

The fear of the Lord, which compelled the
sinner to fly to Christ for safety, is the beginning
of wisdom, and “ he who getteth wisdom, loveth
his owr soul.” The peace of God enjoyed in
this haven of rest which passeth a!l understand-
ing constrains the refugee to love Him who first
so greatly loved us. Perfect love engendered
by gratitude and-hope casteth out fear ; the en-
mity within us {s subdued, we become wedded

bers of his body, animated by his spirit, in such
close union and communion with him that his
will is our will, his work our work, his glory our
glory. He is the head, and we are the members,
his kingdom is to de our kingdom, according to
the promise,~—* That the kingdom, and the do-
minion and the greatness of the kingdom, under
the whole heaven shall be given to the people of
the saints of the Most High.” Sanctified eelf-
love, 80 to apeak, impels the believer to do good,
and to communicate, for the sake of Christ and
for the advancement of his kingdom. The love
of Christ constrains him thus to judge—*‘ That
if one died for all, then were all dead ; that they
which live should not henceforth live unto them-
selves, but unto Him that died for them and
rose agein.” Where these sentiments and de-
sires are wanting, we have reason to fear that
union with Christ msy be wanting also, other-
wise we should love the things which he loves,
and hate the things which he hates, and do the
things which he has commanded us to do.
Sanctified self-love should impel us to make
Christ known upon the earth, and his saving
health to all nations, since he will not come to
reign over his saints glorioualy till the gospel
bas been preached to every creature under heav-
en. The love of ourselves should impel us, hav-
ing respect to the recompense of reward ; and
the love of our fellow-members of the body of
Christ should impel ns,—* For no one ever yet
hated his own flesh, but nourisheth it and cher-
isheth it, even as the Lord the Church.” The
love of Cbrist should impel us, “that He mey
see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied.”
These are the motives which are held out to
us in the New Testament for missions to the
heathen, and which, were we to apprebend them

of a man, which are the intelligent sense of his
own self-interest. The true soldier is so incor-
porated with his regiment (the body of which
he forms a part), and feels himself so exalted
by ite victories and humiliated by its defeats as
willingly to shed his blood, nay, to part with life
itself to secure the one and avert the other. The
true patriot sacrifices himsell without scruple
for his country becsuse it is his own,—part of
himself, of which also he is & part ; and the true
Christian,—member of the body of Christ, and
heir of the kingdom,—is 80 much oue in inter-
est and feeling with Christ, that to him it is
Christ to live, and Christ and great gain to die.
If this principle of self-love be the true prin-
ciple, why should not the Church embrace it
frankly, and enforce it vigorously upon all ber
members, and take the strength which a frank
profession of a true principle never fails to im-
part !

“ Occupy till I come,” is the commandment

thies of old to those deeds of daring and of of our Lord, of the Master to whom we all, in | being reconciled to us, they caunot constitute a
wuffering by which they quenched the viclence this professing Christian land, make a profession | moral worthiness preparatory to pardon. That

of obedience. Have we ever considered care-
tully and prayerfully the import of these words P
Have we ever realizsed to ourselves the extent of

Sell-interest is the main-spring of human action, the commandment ? ' Have we ever measured |is a sinner, and is justified as such ; it is “ not a
and whenever we are persusding » man that|'Pe length and breadth of its requirements ? |saint, but a sinner that is forgiven, and under
what we proposs s for kis ows perscdal sad in- .Hue we ever pondered on the fact, that within | the noti
dividual good, we are using the most effectual | it* 3MPple periphery it comprehends all the gifts, | godly, not the godly. Repentance,

abilities, and possessions, entrusted to each one
of us all ?

To obviate the plea of want of ability and op-
portunity, our Lord, in the parable, condemned

Testament writers, and such are the motives |out of his own mouth the idle and useless ser- |bas been held by Fletcher, Clarke, Watson,

vant, who kept his talent lsid up in & napkin,—
* Wherefore” (says he) ‘‘ gavest thou not my
money into the bank, that at my coming I might

laid upon me, yea, woe is me it I preach not the | require my own with usury.” There are many |i g
gospel.” And again in anotber place he says, | smong us who excuse our disobedience to the |on the * Doctrines of

Lord’s lest 'comuundmt, “ Go preach the
gospel to every creature,” on the plea of want

be said to such, do ye not give your money into
the bank P—to the Church, founded for the very
purpose of promulgating the gospel message, or
to associations of the members of the Church
for special purposes and with limited liabilities ?
To stimulate our zeal, and to arcuse our dor-
mant faculties for this sefvice, we have the gra-
cious assurance,—* Behold I come quickly, and
my reward is with me, to give to every man
according es his work shall be ;* and again says
the prophet,—¢ Thine eyes are open upon all the
ways of the sons of men, to give to every msn
aceording to his ways and sccording to the fruit
of bis doing.”— Free Church Record.

Methodist Theology--Justification.

The theological teachings of Methodism have
always professed to agree substantially with thc
faith of those Churches which are by common
consent considered evangelical and orthodox,
and in no instance has it professed to declare a
new gospel, or promulge a new faith. Dr.
Stevens, in his incomparable work on Method-
ism, says: “The theological distinction of Me-
thodism lay not in novel temets, but in the
clearness and power with which it illustrated and
applied the established doctines of the English
Reformation ; and, in barmony with its own
characteristic design, it mearly confined its
teachings to such of these doctrines as relate to
personal or spiritual religion : repentance, faith,
justification, regeneration, sanctific: ation, and the
witness of the Spirit. These great scriptural
truths have never, since the earliest ages of the
Church, been more precisely defined, or pre
sented in a more homogeneous system, than in
the works of “'evley and Flrlc'hcr, and the
other standard Methodist writers.”

* Prominent among these doctrines is that of
justification. Tt may be defined as that gr
act of God whereby he pardons and accepts
pepitent believing sinners on account of Christ’s
vicarions death—their faith in Christ being
imputed to them for righteousness. Others
havé taught that men are justified by the im-

self vader his wings until the hdi‘tdl‘lhwfh‘&ﬁh of Christ's righteousness unto them.
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Chis the Methodist Church does not asment to, | of perfect quietude and assurance, s day in which
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v i this sense, viz @ that when siuners tu.y
believe in Christ, his righteousness, “ in the
effect of it, that is in the blessings purchased by
it,” is imputed unto them, but never in the for-
mality of it. God never counts Christ’s acts as

The doctrine that our faith is imputed to us
for righteousness, while it is ltf'kt]y. scriptural,
enables us to steer clear of Antinomian erroron
one hand, and of Pelagianism ou the other.
First, we shun Antinomianism because we cx-
pect the good work of no one else accounted to
us as ours, and because our own good works,
though not the condition of justification, are the
proof of it, and are the rule of life—the mortaI
law being still obligatory upon us with all its
original force. Secondly, we avoid the Pela-
gian notion of justification by works; for we
are not saved by the merit ot our works, but by
the merit of Christ’s Fighteousness and death,
which death he suffered for our sins, the benefit
of his merit being imputed, and transferred to
us through faith. .
The sturdy blows dealt by Mr. Wesley and his
coadjutors against Antinomianism have fore-
stalled the accusation that Methodism has pro-
mulged such teachings, neither have Methodists
been charged with repudiating good works as a
necessary part of religion ; but, on the other
hand, they have often been accused of tenching
that men were 1o go to heaven by their good
works. Such a declaration exhibits a profound
of the connection of the doctrine of
justification by faith with the history of Method-
ism. This has always been a prominent feature
in Methodist theology—justificatfon by faith
alone. This was the starting point in the preach-

!
we hav

happif,

spent the whole day in .

Christ’s sake ?”

What if

ject, cease altogether to

wholly out of the cirele
Christ.

ing joy upon their heads:

ing of both the Wesleys. It was the apprehen-
sion of this blessed but long forgotten truth which
brought them both into the light and liberty.
And they commenced preaching it as with
tongues of fire.

We say “ long forgotten,” for although the
tenet that “ we are accounted righteous before

by faith, and not for our own works or deserv-
ings,” bad stood in the published creed of the
Established Church of England for more than
seventy years, and at an earlier period consti-
tuted the cardinal prineiple of the Reformation
by Luther, yet at the time of which we are now
speaking it had, with the exception of the Mora-
vians, been quite lost sight of-in the Churches.
Mr. Wesley, though a presbyter in the Estab-
lishment, was entirely ignorant of the doctrine
till communicated to kim by those obscure but
pious people; so mueh so that he says he had
confounded justification with sanctification, con-
sidered faith only a firm assent to all the pro-
positions of -the Old and New Testament, and
mppooed&atﬂlepudonofuinmkpllceonly
at death, or the day of judgment. And his
ejectment from the pulpits of London was on
account of his preaching, contrary to this, the
doctrine of a present salvation through the ex-
erpise of evangelical faith in Christ.

“With both Luther and Wesley this was re-
garded as a cardinal doctrine. Mr. Wesley
says: “ Justification sometimes means our ac-
quital in the last day (Matt. xii, 37); but this is
altogether out of the present question ; for that

sins, and consequently acceptance with God, ||
who therein declares his righteousness, or justice

are past (Rom. iii, 25,) saying, “ 1 will bé merci-
ful to thy unrighteousness, and thine iniquities I
will remember no. more.’
tion of this faith (Rom. iv. 5, et seq.): 1 mean,
not only that without faith we cannot be justifi-
ed, but also that as soon as any one bas true
faith, in that moment be is justified.”

Methodism at a time when this trath met with
coldness and almost universal decrial. Nor was
he less explicit on concomitant tenets. He in-
sisted that repentance is_conviction of sin, and
that it goes before justifying faith ; but he held
with the Church of England, that all works be-
fore justification “ have the nature of siv,” and
that as they have no root in the love of God,
which can arise only from a persuasion of his

true repentance springs from the grace of God
is most certain, but whatever fruits it may bring
forth, it changes not man's relation to God. He

ok g " God justifies the un-

Mr. Wesley’s t t, is
faith ; but faith is the direct and immediate in- | ¢
strument of pardon.
Substantially the same view of justification |

Benson, Bunting, and all other standard Metho-

the following views of justification in regard to
the will, with which extract we close this ar-

order to the graciousness of our justification,

the previous operation of God. Nor is it nec-
cessary for the graciousness of this salvation
that the act of faith should, by the natural laws
mind, be secured by the antecedent operation
necessitatively, as the assent of the intellect is
secured by a mathematical demonstration ; for
even those who hold to this necessitative secure-
ment believe that all right acts of the will are
secured in the same way, so that by their own
view there is as much moral merit in the act of
accepting faith as in any other right, free voli-
tional act. The dificrence between us here lies,
not in the meritoriousness we are bound to
ascribe to the accepting act of the will, but in
our views of the nature of the freedom of the
will itself. By our views of the freedom of the
will it is necessary to the responsibility or moral

acts, that it should be performed with full power
of other action instead. And when this act is
performed in the possession of such power, we
are no more obliged to ascribe the great salva-
tion of which it is the condition to the merit of
the act than our brethren opposed are obliged
to ascribe the salvation to the merit of the ne-
cessitated act.”— Pittsburg Ad.

ITS SELF-DENIALS AND CROSS-BEARINGS,

Our Saviour requires, as the immutable con-
ditions of discipleship with him, that, * we deny
ourselves, and take up our cross daily, and fol-
tow him.” Iadeed, self denial and cro...b."in'
constituts the sum snd substauce of the Chris-
tian life, as that life is described in the Serip-
tures.  I'or this reason the world, and many
professing Chiistians, conceive the way of holi-
vess as a thorny rond, and most of the duties
imposed upon us, as we travel slong this narrow
path, as painful and unpleasant. Denying self,
they think is * piercing ourselves through with
wany sorrows,” and takiog up the cross is per-
forming duties which induce the heart-ache. If
this idea is correct, then, if we should pass a day

and mercy, by or for the remission of sins that | ¢

figure

that the faith should be resistlessly secured by | one p.
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