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is nothing more common about the | MON° RISk R  There may be
beginning of each I curring year | error and self deceit in this assump-
than a review of our actions during | tion, and :h‘_‘ of may coms too late
the preceding tweive months. And who | to save unp! S quences, but
it y lett to learn wisdom

among s c2n S/y cous ientiously that
he is pleased with retrespect, or
with the record
misdeeds as the case u
The very fact of Y
gerutiny proves that there is a conv ic- |
tion in our mind that in
elapsed we have not done, acted or
spoken, in all cases just as we ought or
as we would like to have tho exhibit
made on the great accounting-day.
This is what every man and woman |
will say of themselves, who are cn
gaged in the world’s combats, lu’m-a[
the salutary N:w Year's ru:miuﬂi:‘ns'
which aim at an amendment of life in |
the future. Butis the year 07 goiog
to be for us an improvement on

tho

of his own ¢

tho year |

that
of '"06? We can make it g0 if our sor
row for the delinquencios of the past
be sincere and cur desire of amend-
ment in the tnture be made and kept |
with religious fidelity. Among all the
classes of human strugglers andsiumbl-
ers, there ere none so prone to regrot
the past, and promise better things for |
the time to come, than is the weak in-
ebriate who perceives that his physical |
strength isdeclining, that his moral
fibre is growing lax aud that his purse
is gotting empty, and that, perchance,
his wife aud children are poorly
clothed and miserably fed.

When he reflects upon the result of
his own misdoings—provided he be
granted lucid moments to think at all
—and the squalor it has created around
him, it is enough to drive him to dis-
traction, and probably would do so
were it not for ‘‘sweet hope which |
springs eternal in tho kuman breast.” l
As he surveys the wreck at d rin of |
his family and his own imper ding dis
aster, who could doubt that he has|
real feelings of compunetion aud sor-
row for what he has done,or who w uld
be uncharitable encugh to mistrust
good faith of his New X resoluti
of arnendment? B who would |

onine enough to hope thai he |

could of his own unaided sirength, be |
ahble to respect the compaci or fulfil |
the well-meant resolutions ? |
ould the weak iudividual we are ‘:
|

picturing have the happiuess to belong
to the Catholic Church—although au |
unworthy member—he may retrieve
himself by joining a total abstinence
society, for therein he will have the
powerful example and support ‘nt',‘
strong, practical Christian men who
were never stained by the foul debas- |
ing use of alcoholic drink, or it he|
talks with those who did pass through |
the fiery furnace of dissipation, they
will strengthen him by proofs of their |
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reat human
osa whoare deeply, perbaps
2§ involved in the sintul pur-
suits of this world, and who have sueh
darkenod understaudings as not tobe
able to determine between right and
There cannot be much hope
for those,as they have entered upon the
downward path, aud are determined to
pursue it,
in bulk andin general terms. Some
men of the most abandoned character
with sudden shocks which
bring them to their senses — the Gos-
pel narrative furnishes some striking
examples—and these ounce thoroughly
converted rarely make a backward
plunge into the putrid guli agaiu.

Did it not seem i
humorous or jocular things with the
garious tone of the foregoing, we might
here introduce some New Year's reso-
iutions once adopted by a famous
American humorist :

Firstly—That if anybody should ask
him for the loan of a ten dollar bill for
one single day, he should strive to re-
duce the risk by substituting a one
dollar bili for ten days.

Secondly—That he would not argue
with a woman, for women and echoes
are always sure to have the last word.

Thirdly —That he would not be over-
exuberant in joy, as he had known
cases in which people were ringing
their joy bells to-day and wringing
their hands on the morrow. ]

Fourthly —That if an enemy threat-
ened to pour out his vials of wrath

'p_'\p.'

him that bottles

Fitthly—Although somewhat in con
liction to resolution number one:
ha resolved that he would neither bor
row nor lood ; especially lend.
xthly—That if any man smote him
on one chesk, he'dsiza up the other
follow before he would retaliate in
kind.

Savonthly—That if the State should
his loyalty, he would will
ingly guarantee to sacrifice the whole
of his wife's relatives for the greater
good of the commonwealth,

Eightly—If hoe heard two angry
men call each other a fool and a rogue
he would pacify them by submitting
that both might be right in their con-
tention, ag they differ only in opinion.

Ninthly - That if anybody should in-

empty were poor

trn

ke of a financial gain or com- | famil

Of course I speak of them maternai characters written upon

be an apostie.
field ot

1d are

7 cirele is her
members of the hou
committed to he

¢ No teacher can
the place of the moth
samo hold th
ntellect and affections of her chii
She is mnet ouly an authority
right to rule is never ques ioned, but
also an oracle that is implicitly be-
lieved. The words and example of a
parent, especially of a mother, exert
life-long influence on the child. The
seed of righteousness, sown in the
youthful mind by the maternal hand,
usually bears abundant fruit. The
salutary lessons the mother has taught
are seldom effaced from the memory.
They are engraved on the heart in
lumincus chavacters, and the
image of the mother herself
before us silently, but eloquently
pleading the cause of Gaod. The
of the soul, like a palimpsest, may
afterwards receive impressions that
will hide from view the original

whose

but the waters of compunction and the
searching rays of divine grace will
bring them to light again.

“There is no exaggeration in su

yverent to couple {may be trs

k)
ing that the hope of America
is in the rising generation, and
the hope of the ing ¢
ation is in the Christian 1

The individual and national character
e to the training im-
parted under the domestic roof, and is
boneficial or banetal influence may be
guaged by the religious and moral
standard of the family circle. *luis
true indeed, ' says the Count de Maishe,
‘that women have written no Iliad,
nor Jerusalem Delivered, nor Hamiet,
nor Paradise Lost. They have de-
signed no church like Su Peter’s
Basilica, composed no Messinh, carved
no Appollo Belvidere, painted no Last
Judgment, They have invented
neither algebra, mnor telescope, nor
steam engine ; but they have dono
something far greater than all this,
for it is at their knees that upright
and virtuous men and women have
been trained—the most excellent pro
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|
|
|

!
i

ducticns of the woild." "

The Cardinal referred tothe mothers
and remarked that their
time was not taken up with t i

gion of women's rights,

frage an other problems that
now  enj the attention of the
weaker Ha added that if

parents would discharge their duty
the great problem of education in the
sehonls wounld be practically solved,
and Christian instruetfon  would be
built around a true superstructure.

The Cardinal then spoke of

the

should and make manifest if
the home is to be hallowed. Inspeak-
ing of their duties in this regard, he
said :

¢ Remove from the home circle all
obnoxious and dangerous literature,
The country abounds in gocd papers
and bad, just as the sea absuuds in
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good and bad fishes.

qualities which fathers and mothers Maistre.
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ity of the altar depends upon the

sanctity of the homes. The
never riges above its source.
home be 4
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stream
Let the
¢

Lat it be an asylum ¢
ance and ca of filial duty, temper
aunce, sobrit joy, gladness, innocent
mirth or cheevfulness thatis the off
spring of innocence.

““ I donot believe the home as now
constituted offers suflicient attractive

as possible ;

most exed

to leave it o1
ptional

under the
circumasiances ; not
to go to the people, bu
to coms to yon
of a clorgy
devotiona
such was the ideal. U tedly ad
mirable when unity of faith prevailed
throughout Christendom, this Catholi
cism became sterile when opposing
ideas led to a struggle in public
{ in the full light of day. Yor
when religion presented even to
those who are hostile or iadifferent, is
it not by it 'nee and its divine pur
port ir vle, apostolic and expan
sive? presentcd by the &pc
who goe ne crowds, the journ
who insp the people with earncst
enthusiasm, the orator who impresses
upon them the principles of truth, and
the man of gocial action who proves to
the gogpel ig the doctrine of
justice, fraternity aud love, and of the
incessant lifting up of populations to a
higher life,
P

Catholicicm considered in these three

sects is to day disappearing from the

t them
to afford the examplo
y worthy, pure, rigid and

allow

in theught and bearing
hi

ness.  The men go to their clubs and
the women to their social functions,

while the pleasures of the fireside are
partially if not wholly forgotten. Let
God's happines beam  within the
home. The blight of infidelity never
falls athwart the home that is conse-
crated with prayer.”
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CATHOLICS IN FRANCE.

Unmistakable Indications of
Religious Kevival.

a Great

A writer in the Liverpool Catholic
Times, in reviewing Mme. de la Gir-
ennerie’s work. ** Lo Livre de I'Apo
e, says ¢

An observer of the currents of intel
joctuzl and religious opinion in
France, I am happy to be able to call
attention to aliterary fact which shows
better than the mosy eloquent sermon
what I shall call the revival of the
Church among the French people.
The most clear sighted and acute out
side student distinguishes imperfeetly
the diffarent phases of a new situation.
And when the i.tellectual movements
of the day run counter to the prevail
ing ideas and the mastering power of
public opinion, the formation of a cor-
yect judgment is almost impossible.
w, on the soil of I'rance there is
taking place at this moment a marked
evolution of thought, the outlines of
which bacome each day more clearly
and decisively apparent.  This move
ment tends to free Christianity, eter
nal and aps

cortain

olicin its character, from

thought and
have grown up around
t,  versinco the days of Doseuct and
¥ monarchy

he triamph of ab

traditions of

action which
jate

aken various accidental tinctures
romn its environments, In the first
ylace, there was monarchical Catholic
18m, which was shaped by the genius
of Bogsuet aud perfected in its doetri
nal developments by Donpald

It meant, as wo the
of throne and altar, the glori
fication of divine right, the identifica
tion of the fate of the Church with the
fortunes of a dynasty. This view and
habit of thought croated an abyss be
tweon the monarchical Catholics and
the other parties, sotting in action sys
tems of intellectual negation ard a
When mon-
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alliance

goil of France, where the effects of
revolutions have been so deeply felt
Men are returning to the ancient ideal
in its integrity aud spiendor - to that
Catholicismn which is and an
terior to, all forms of government : that
is to say, to true Catholicism, which is
adaptible to every regime-—monare hy,
republic and democraey— which in its
socical action betrays a singular power
of renewing its youth and strength,
and which, in the langunage of
X111, goes to the people in the apes
tolic spirit, devoting itself with the ful
ness of charity to the relict of human
misery.  Ancient habits of thought
and action still assert themselves to
gome extent and produce a certain re
sistance, especially in  educational
q\lmlimm and in collegiate manui
but they are losing force every day.
The awakening is unmistakable, and
the new movement, moulded by men
of faith and action in accordance with
modern requirements, 18
SUCCRES,

“Le Livre de 1'Apotre ™ is one of
the most striking signs of the revival.
A collection of choice extracts, selected
from the works of apostles at every
period of Christianity—fathers, doc-
tors, apologists and other men who by

above,

Lieo

wed of

their writings aond their deeds have
done memorable work for the faith—it
sets forth the Catholic tradition in all
its extent. And if it were necessary
to prove that a Catholicism, social and
apostolic in its character—the Catholi

wholicism among the Latin races has

and de |

cism of the “ fishers for souls ' and the
| saints—belongs to and must exist at all
times, the proof !
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he views

given evidence of an aposl
A youug Sister ot St. Vincent ¢
and of Chantal, while still living
amidst the -splendors of the world,

! took pity on girls who are exposed to
the worst temptations in large cities
Well educated, pious and :
ghe left the bosom of her family
{ They failed to understand her heroisin,
{ and her strength of character has been
increased by persecution, for
souls show their best qualities in suf
fering. Namcd a

attractive
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IRISHMEN UNITED.

Unfonists and Nationallsts Demand

Fess Taxation

I'he New York 7émes’ lLondon
orrespondent gays : The external
Ivish e which seeme o the
Cabiney Mi ers to be so comiortably
shelved, b uddenly burst forth it
quite & new and unexpected fos

g a y stirred the pe
of all parties

dicians

nto a state of worry that
has been nnknown at this tima ot year
ince My, Gladstone's great December

surprise of 1850,
Mention

of a report by

8 frequently been made
the Parlianim
the financial 1

wnd and  Eoglaud,

(‘om
mission
between Irel

latious

which

found that lre been overtaxed
and i8 entitled, in strict equity, to the
return of a4 good deal of moncy that
has been taken from her. 'The report

wasg inte
likely to

Iver since the Irigsh landlords, how
ever, had their savage fight with the
Government over the Land Dill last
nmm were finally forced to
swallow that, they have been pursing
a secret project of revenge and
ing the financial dations rey with
the purpese of using itas a weapon.
They have perfected  private

but it hardly
wch fruit,

r and

sudy

a0

arrangements  with  their whilom
Nationalist dees, for lrich eunmities
always have a curions elasticity where
common interest againgt the Saxon is
involved, and’ on Saturday last, Tory
landlords sprang upon astounded
Ingland the first of a series of remark-

able public m 128

had Catholic

Tory

They and Protestant
Bishops, peers and  Ienian
Jeaders, landlord Unionists ik Smith
Barry, and tenants’ right attorneys
like Maurice Hoaly, all on the platiorm
together, with their arms arou d one
another and a single ery coming from
their united throats of defiance to Eng-
land. This amazing spectacle, pro
duced first in Cork, and repeated on
Monday in Kingstown and on Tuesday
in Dublin, is now going stioug all
over the Island.

The most violent of anti Home Ruler
Irishmen have not hercetofore been
mors sweeping in their denunciations

of Foglish misrule than were these
people, or more fiorce in threatening
rebelliion if 1 1 remat deaf
Indeed, one now finds even Nati ual
juality heir pee on the

ih) thet the unable
0 qu as do | lo
town and ¢ 1 y lords, ar
1 wall to hang th L8
All this quite stupehes

h mind The Ls imes

it customary i Irish

but the other papors say

/ w Irigh cffice -hold and

office-seekors have been put up by the

Giovernment  to explain  the thing

1y, but the fazt ol a

widespread,

almost universal, Irish Tory revolt is
too manifest for this to produ any
offect .

I'be case with which the mutineers
effected a junction with the National-
igts i9 most significant. If tho Irish

can unite as readily on one thing, why
not on others, including Homs Rule ?
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