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CONVERSATION,
Thoro is no source of instruction 

more fruitful of beneficial results, I 
might say educational results, than 
conversation. But I am beginning 
ito feel from my continued and 
varied observation that Madam Dc- 
Sevigny's saying "the art of con 
.vernation is becoming a lost art 
finds application in our day and in 
our land. Few can converse. People 
can talk about the weather, the 
crops, the fashion, the latest item 
of sensational news, their neighbor*! 
faults or follies, business matters, 
the stock exchange, athletics, and 
the hundred and one topics that con­
stitute the bill-of-fare served up by 
a good general daily paper. But 
this is talk, not conversation. The 
longer I live and the more I observe 
itho stronger my certainty that the 
is scarcely any conversation in so­
ciety to-day. It was not so in olden 
Itimcs, nor even in the days of our 
fathers. There were no telephones 
then, but people conversed and edu­
cated each other in an imperceptible 
manner. I am not going to give 
lecture on this subject, but I cannot 
help referring to some eminent writ-

which you actually are not acquaint­
ed. And the really learned frequent­
ly gain the reputation of wearisome­
ness when they insist upon display­
ing their learning. It is not natural 
for any person to like the sensation 
of inferiority, and, while all arc only 
too glad to acknowledge real and un­
ostentatious superiority, none care 
to subscribe to an assertion of such 
on the part of any person. There is 
in conversation a trick, if I may so 
call it, of making others feel that 
they are drawing you out, which 
creates in them a special satisfaction 
and one that forbids all feeling ol 
jealousy from entering into their 
minds. Lacordaire says: "In the 
controversy of Ozanam was to be 
observed an extreme endeavor not to 
wound those who disputed with him, 
whatever their errors might be, but 
this mildness never was carried so 
far as to disguise his thoughts," 
There is the true art of pleasing tnd 
of instructing in conversation as well 
as in controversy. Do not ever hurt 
the feelings of any one. You may 
hold different opinions, and may also 
give expression to them, but learn to 
do so in such a manner that the one 
with whom you converse may draw 
instruction from your statements 
and may be so pleased with your 
manner of stating your opinions 
that half the battle is won before 
the sublect is well commenced.

SOME WISE SAYINGS—St. Am­
brose, somewhere, says: "manners 
polish insensibility in holding con­
versation with those who are virtu­
ous." This is a truth that I have 
found illustrated almost daily. You 
take the person who is accustomed 
to spend a few hours daily or weekly 
with members of a religious order, 
or to visit certain persons of well- 
known virtuous character, it is al­
most impossible not to note the re­
finement that they carry into every 
other sphere in life. Their presence 
has at once the effect of changing 
the current of sentiment, of ideas, 
and of conversation. And. no mat­
ter how' refined the home-education 
of a man, or how high the social 
sphere to which he has been accus- 
Itomed, or how complete his educa­
tion, that man, if he frequents for 
a time, the company of the immoral 
will lose his polish, and beneath his 

'fine clothes, his glitter of jewels, or 
his suavity of manners, his normal 
'degradation are apparent. Ho can­
not hide it from the eye of oven the 
imost ordinary observer. He sooner 
•or later, sinks in the estimation of 
those who even for policy sake, pre­
tend to hold him in respect. In 
word, this simply brings out more 
forcibly the old saying, "tell me 
your company and I will tell you 
Who you are."

But to come back to the starting- 
point Of conversation. . Farmey 
says: "1 reduce the law of conver­
sation to three principles. It ought 
to bo a principle of instruction, 
a bond of society, and a source of 
pleasure." Now, how often do we 
find, in what wo are accustomed to 
call conversations, these three prin­
ciples. or even one of them? Day 
after day I meet with most estim­
able people, who will talk to me. as 
we ride along in the cars, or will sit 
to smoke a cigar for an hour on my 
balcony, and from whose conversa­
tion I do not receive the slightest 
bit of useful instruction, nor does 
the social bond between us seem any 
the closer, nor do I look forward 
with eagerness or pleasure to their 
edming to continue the tread of 
their chat.

LaBruyere says: "The art of con­
versation consists far less in show­
ing much than in drawing out 
others. He who goes away from 
your society, pleased with himself 
and with his visit, is perfectly so 
with you." There is a lot of com­
mon sense in this. If you allow a 
man to do the greater part of the 
talking and appear deeply interested 
in what he has to say, you may de­
pend that he will consider you one 
ct the very beet conversationalists 
that he has ever met. This is hu­
man nature. And possibly by re­
fraining from having too much to 
say you escape shewing thfet you 
Are not conversant with the subject 
and thereby mar the pleasure of 
others as well as display your lack 
of knowledge. A most reliable 
critic — Vauvenarques—once said:
"When you do not see the gist of 
things, speak only doubtfully, and 
as if questioning." And no matter 
how learned one may be there are al­
ways subjects upon which he is not 
at home, nor is he expected to be so. 
There is no greater danger of Incur­
ring ridicule than to pretend to 
know all about some matter with

REFLECTIONS—I have just s.ncct- 
cd, at random, some of those re­
marks of eminent observers of hu­
man life, and I have strung them to­
gether. Not that they may be like­
ly to furnish new ideas to the reader 
but simply to show how, in all lands 
and at all times, the art of conver­
sation has been the subject of study 
for superior and thoughtful minds.
I do not pretend that anything I 
might write could possibly change 
the current of life at present, which 
is rapidly curving away from 1hc 
conversational banks between which 
it has flowed for centuries. But I 
am at liberty to state what I have 
observed, and what I iegret. It is 
like the reaching of an oasis in a 
desert to come in contact with a per­
son—man or woman—who knows 
how to sustain a clear, pleasant, in­
telligent and instructive conversa­
tion. One seems to plunge into the 
cooling fountain with a joy and a 
relief that only the experience of 
parched and arid talks in life can 
really ptoduce. It is in the schools 
that the art of conversation should 

thought. The young people 
shape their future so much after the 
models they have had before them, 
that to teach a young person how to 
sustain a proper part in conversa­
tion is as necessary as to teach him 
or her, how to read and write. All 
may not be called upon to make 
public speeches, but all are suppos­
ed, at some time or other, to con­
verse with those interested in them, 
and to know how to converse is to 
know how to become beloved.

Benefactions 
Of the Millionaire

From the latest instalment of 
"Under the Cedars and the Stars," 
by the Rev. P. A. Sheehan, D.D., in 
the Dolphin, we take these sugges­
tive passages:—

! labelled "multi-millionaire and phi­
lanthropist!" You can be lavish 
now, as much as you please. Nay, 
you must get rid of much of that 
glittering ballast, else it will sink 
your stately argosy. For gold is a 
weighty metal, you know; and you 
cannot steer well the ship of your 
fortunes so long as you have so 
much of a dead weight in the hold. 
But "philanthropist"? It is a pretty 
euphemism; and I don’t want to 
quarrel with it. But I should have 
liked to know how you fared in the 
good ship Argo, as you set out in 
pursuit of the golden fleece. For I 
notice that Jason was very generous 
and considerate and pious to the 
gods, after his many adventures and 
trials. He built a splendid mauso­
leum to- the island king whom he ac­
cidentally killed; and saccrificed a 
sheep or two, after he, in concert 
with the amiable enchantress, Me­
dea, had strewn the waters of the 
Euxine with the dismembered re­
mains of the young Absyrtus.

I will suggest something to you, 
"raulti-milionairo and philanthrop­
ist," which may obviate such expia­
tions by suspending the possibility 
of your errors, at least for a lus­
trum. What would you think of 
building and endowing a new species 
of educational institution to be call­
ed the Collegium Christi? It will 
have for its motto. S’effacer; and 
"Bear ye one another’s burdens" 
may be inscribed over the lecture 
rostrums in the class-halls. It shall 
have all the latest appliances of 
science for the further Conquest of 
nature and advancement of mankind. 
The extirpation of disease, the de­
struction of social evils, the bridg­
ing of the mighty gulf between rich 
and poor, the lifting up of fallen hu­
manity, the study of criminology 
from the standpoint of Christ, the 
ventilation of grievances, not as 
subjects for parliamentary eloquence 
but as subjects to be grappled with 
and destroyed and removed—these 
these shall form the curriculum of 
studies. We shall by no means ex­
clude even Pagan ideals. You may 
have busts of Crates and Cincinna- 
tus, but not of Croesus; Minerva and 
Apollo may grace your corridors, 
but the long perspective must not be 
bounded by glittering idola of Mam­
mon and Plutus. For the former 
are merely symbols, and, alas! rare­
ly pass beyond their symbolic state. 
But these latter are the dread div­
inities that haunt the steps of man­
kind from the cradle to the grave.

But it is quite clear that to yield 
to heart-impulses and generous and 
generous emotions is to court failure 
in the struggle for existence, which 
has become with us synonymous 
with the struggle for wealth. Life 
is a masked ball, ending in success 
or failure. If you raise your domino 
you might as well order your car­
riage, ot droshky, or cab, and go 
home. You have revealed your iden­
tity and the revelation is fatal. Un­
known you might have moved safely 
amongst the unknown. But when 
everyone else knows you, whilst 
they remain unrevealed, what chance 
have you? You have lifted your 
visor in the tournament and exposed 
yourself to deadly blows. Yqs, get 
away%rom the tumult as quickly as 
you can; and, with the experience of 
so terrible a lesson, get away 
amongst the world’s anonymi and 
hide yourself. Or take some other 
mask, and wear it closely; keep a 
close hand upon those traiterous, if 
generous emotion^ which are the 
fatal gifts of your heritage. It is 
all very melancholy; yet it is con­
soling to know that- men still have 
hearts to feel, and if they must 
stifle their appeals, they cannot al­
together still their beatings. And, 
now and again, secretely and with 
misgivings, they may yield to the 
luxury of fine, pure emotions with­
out the danger of ultimate betrayal.

Archbishop
Keane
On
Intemperance.

Archbishop Keane, of Dubuque, in 
a pastoral letter issued sometime 
ago in a clear and convincing manner 
outlines some of the many evils as­
sociated the soul-destroying vice of 
intemperance. From that pastoral 
we take the following extracts: His 
Grace says:—

To keep one’s heart unhardened 
until death is the achievement of a 
saint. Every stroke of the hammer 
of experience tends to anneal it.
The two great impulses of nature, 
even in its lowest forms, are self- 
preservation and reproduction, and 
both demand the wisdom of the ser­
pent more than the meekness of the 
dove. And these impulses are ac­
centuated and intensified by exper­
ience. Every man stands solitary, 
with all other men’s hands against 
him. He must fight for existence.
Failure, defeat, is the one hell to be 
dreaded. Success is the supposed 
Elysium. Nay, all our modern sys­
tems of education tend thitherward.
For what is all this terrible and 
complicated apparatus of education 
intended? What is the meaning of all 
this competition, rivalry, gaining of 
prizes, etc.? What but the prepara­
tion for the greater struggle? And 
struggle means rivalry; and rivalry, .
enmity. "One alone can attain su-1 tuC 1181X168 and Cash for 5 
promacy." And that one must be 1 RCW Subscribers tO the TrUC 
thou, and no other. How are the 
the best feelings of the heart trans­
lated into sense here?

Nay,

Premium
TO

Subscribers.
We offer as a premium 

to each Subscriber a neatly 
bound copy of the Golden 
Jubilee Book, who will send

! I Witness

in such a struggle, where the 
watchword appears to be, “We 
neither ask, nor give quarter!" 
would not the uncontrolled impulses 
of the heart be the great traitors? 
Could there be any hope of success 
for a man who would be, above all 
things, generous, compassionate, self- 
sacrificing, kind? It is all right for 
you, my Croeeus-friend, whom I see

This is a splendid op­
portunity to obtain a most 
interçstir" chronicle of the 
work of Irish Catholics 
Priests and laymen in 
Montreal during the past 
Fifty years.

"One of the evils most to be la­
mented in this land is, without 
doubt, the abuse of intoxicating 
drinks. This abuse is constant in­
centive to sin and the prolific 
source of much misery. It accom­
plishes the ruin of numberless indi­
viduals, brings whole families to 
pitiable need, and drags innumer­
able souls to eternal destruction 
And, since the scandal given to, 
those outside of the fold, when this 
vice is found to exist among Ca­
tholics, hinders to a great extent 
the spread of the tfue religion 
among our compatriots, the love of 
country as well as the love of reli­
gion should stimulate Catholics to 
use all lawful means to uproot and 
to banish from our midst an evil so 
destructive.

"In this work we look for aid in 
an especial manner to the priests of 
the Church, to whom God has com­
mitted the preaching of the word for 
the edification of the faithful.

"The priest should be insistent in 
admonishing his people—particularly 
during times of special spiritual ex* 
ere isos—to avoid not only the sin of 
drunkenness, but also all its dan­
gerous occasions, for ‘he that lov- 
eth danger shall perish in it' (Eccl. 
iii. 27). Mindful, too, of the doc­
trine of the Apostle, he should 
teach the people committed to his 
care that it is written, that drunk­
ards shall not possess the Kingdom 
of God (1 Cor. vi. 10). Moreover, 
since example teaches more effective­
ly than precept, the priest, who, ac­
cording to the Apostle, is made the 
pattern of the flock, should himself 
be a model of the virtue of temper-

"The following In the footsteps of 
the Fathers of the former Councils 
of Baltimore, and supported by the. 
teaching of the Angelic Doctor (II. 
II. q. 149, a. 3), we approve and 
heartily commend the laudable prac­
tice uf many persons who. In our 
times, abstain altogether from the 
use of intoxicating drinks: in order 
the more effectually to repress the 
vice of intemperance, and to ward 
off its dangerous occasions from 
themselves, as well as to give to 
others the noble- example of Chris­
tian temperance. We freely bear 
testimony to the good already ef­
fected by the example of those per­
sons, and from their zeal in this 
cause wc hope for much more abund­
ant fruit in the future. The Catho­
lic Total Abstinence Union, and the 
Sacred Thirst Society, we recognize 
as deserving of the highest praise; 
particularly as they are animalted 
by the truly Catholic spirit which 
prompts them to seek the aid need­
ed for their work, not in their own 
natural strength of purpose, but in 
the power of prayer and the grace 
of the Sacraments. These societies, 
also, Christ's Vicar on earth has 
more than once enriched with indul­
gences and his apostolic benediction. 
Wherefore, as a token of our esteem 
and for their benefit, we commend 
these societies to the paternal care 
of all our priests, that they may en­
courage the members, and ever 
point out to them the path of Ca­
tholic duty.

"Finally we warn all the faithful- 
engaged in the liqfuor-traffic to se­
riously consider that, though this 
pursuit is not in itself illicit, it is 
nevertheless surrounded with many 
and very great great dangers and 
occasions of sin. Let them choose, 
if possible, a more honorable means 
of substance; otherwise let them en­
deavor to the utmost of their power 
to remove the occasions of sin from 
themselves and others. Let them 
not sell intoxicating drinks to the 
young, nor to those they foresee 
will take it to excess. Let them 
keep their place? of business closed 
on Sundays, and at no time permit 
on their premises improper or unbe­
coming language. But ifz they cul­
pably cause or co-operate in bringing 
religion into disgrace, and men to 
ruin, let them remember that there 
is in Heaven an Avenger who will 
exact of them the severest penal­
ties” (Nn. 260 to 268).

These most solemn and {mpressive 
pronouncements, addresses to us by 
the supreme ecclesiastical tribunal of 
our country, and approved by the

apostolic authority of the Holy Sec, 
I have quoted to you in full, vener­
able and beloved brethren, because 
they truly express the doctrine by 
which I have been inspired, and the 
rule! which I have endeavored to fol­
low, in combating the evil of intem­
perance. I am aware that certain 
interested parties, in order to coun­
teract my influence, have exaggerat­
ed and misrepresented my words and 
my acts in this matter. Against 
these detractors I utter not the 
blame which they deserve; but I ap­
peal to them in all charity to cease 
from the unworthy task of resisting 
and misrepresenting their ecclesias­
tical superior, who is acting in 
8trict conformity with the law of 
the Church, and whose only motive 
is a paternal desire for the temporal 
and eternal welfare of the flock en­
trusted to him. Would to God that 
the zeal with which they labor for a 
cause so disapproved of by the high­
est tribunals in both Church and 
State, were transformed into zeal 
for the diffusion of virtue among our 
people and for the removal of temp­
tations from their pathwray.

I give thanks to God, and to you, 
dear brethren, for the response with 
which my appeals have been every­
where met. From my heart I bless 
the multitudes of men and women, 
young and old, who, listening with 
filial docility to the voice of the 
Church, have stood up in protest 
against the curse of intemperance 
and against the agencies which are 
upholding and diseminating this 
great evil. I especially bless those 
who have ranged themselves under 
the banner of temperance, and who, 
for greater security, and for the 
sake of good example, have expens­
ed the cause of Total Abstinence 
which the Church has so solemnly 
approved and blessed At the con­
vention of the Catholic Total Ab­
stinence Union of America, held in 
Dubuque last August, it was an un­
speakable consolation to me to see 
how honorably the champions of 
temperance in our archdiocese stood •' 
among their fellow-Catholics from 
every other part of the country. We 
then promised that we would endea­
vor to double our numbers before 
the next convention. I now appeal 
to our priests and our people to 
make that promise good. In local­
ities where a temperance society 
could be useful but has not yet been 
founded, I hope, and I earnestly re­
quest that I shall shortly receive 
the good news of Its having been es­
tablished. And where the society is 
already in existence, I ask for a re­
newal of zeal and endeavor for in­
creasing its membership and re­
doubling its efficiency. At the con­
vention of the Diocesan Union short­
ly to be held, I trust that I shall be 
gladdened by the spectacle of what 
the zeal of our pastors and the Ca­
tholic loyalty of our people are ac­
complishing for carrying out. the 
wish of the Church in regard to this 
most vital interest.

Arise, venerable and beloved bre­
thren, and stand by our Divine Lord 
in His struggle against the corrupt­
ing influences which lead so many 
souls astray. Remember, it is His 
fight that we are engaged in. We 
seek no selfish interest, but only His 
glory, the welfare of His flock and 
the honor of His Holy Religion. It 
is no phantom of fanaticism that we 
assail, but a public and widespread 
evil, which the Bishops of the whole 
country have repeatedly declared to 
be the chief source of scandal and 
sin among their people. It is no in­
nocent and well-meaning body of 
trades-people that we are hindering 
and harassing in a harmless and bé­
néficient business; but, on the con­
trary, a strongly organized, fierce­
ly aggressive and absolutely selfish 
interest, against which Church and 
State have raised their voice again 
and again, but which stands as re­
solute and defiant as ever, which 
scoffs at law and order, which seeks 
to control governments for its nefa­
rious ends, which multiplies public 
temptations in order to multiply its 
unholy gains, and against which we 
are therefore compelled to fight in, 
defence of Christian morality, in de­
fence of our weak and tempted young 
people, in defence of the happiness of 
our homes and the salvation of in­
numerable souls. In such a contest 
there can be no neutrality, for our 
Lord says: "He that is not with me, 
is against me; and he that gathereth 
not with me, scattereth.*’ Range 
yourselves, then, on His side, and 
earn by your devoted zeal the re­
ward which He will surely give to 
His faithful servants and soldiers. 
Multiply your societies, multiply 
their membership,- multiply their ear- 
earnestness and energy, multiply the 
good which the^ accomplish for the 
abating of public teiqptations and 
the safeguarding of morality. And 
may he be ashamed who would dare 
to raise his voice against this most 
Catholic work for the glory of our 
Lord and the honor of His Holy 
Church.

Jews and Popes.
It is quite interesting for 

.lies, as well as for Jews tn ‘ °" 
‘hat the best friends of that u u °W 
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It is in consequence of the sarr.s 
principles of morality that at dit!,.4 
ont times the Roman Pontiffs , 
protected and received into ,.*? 
States the Jews persecuted and ex­
patriated from different parts of Es 
rope. About the middle of the " 
enth century St. Gregory defended 
the Jews and protected them in the 
wholo Christian world. in the tenth 
century tho Bishops of Spain Z 
Posed with the greatest energy t£ 
people who wished to massacre 
them. The Pontiff Alexander „ 

to those Bishops praising 
St. Bernard defended

The Pontiff 

their course.
them in the twelfth
fury of the Crusaders.

century from the

and Alexander III. also
Innocent Ij.

thirteenth
Protected

century

Two deaths and several prostra­
tions from the heat were recorded in 
New York yesterday.

them. In the
Gregory IX. preserved them from 
the great evils which menaced them 
m England as well as in France 
and Spain; he forbid, under pain of 
excommunication, any one to force 
their conscience or to disturb their 
festivals. Clement V. did more than 
protect them; he encouraged their 
means of instruction. Clement VI 
gave them an asylum at Avignon 
when they wore persecuted in all the 
rest of Europe. In the following 
centuries Nicholas II. wrote to the 
Inquisition to prevent the forcing of 
Jews to embrace Christianity. Cle­
ment XIII. calmed the anxiety 0f 
parents alarmed at the fate of* their 
children, who were frequently torn 
from the breasts of their mothers. 
It would be easy to give an infinity 
of other charitable actions of which 
the Israelites had been at different 
times the object on the part of ec­
clesiastics instructed in the duties 
of men and in those of their reli­
gion. The people of Israel, always 
unfortunate and almost always op­
pressed, have never had the means 
or the occasion to manifest their 
recognition for so many benefac­
tions. Since the eighteenth century 
this great and happy occasion, which 
we owe to our august Emperor, i3 
the only one which has been given 
us to express to the philanthropists 
of all countries, and notably to the 
ecclesiastics, all the sentiments of 
gratitude with which our hearts are 
penetrated towards them and their 
predecessors."

On that occasion tho assembled 
dlegates passed these resolutions:— 

Resolved, That tho deputies from 
the Empire of France and from the 
kingdom of Italy at the Hebrew Sy­
nod penetrated With gratitude for 
the successive benefactions of the 
Christian clergy in the past centur­
ies in fayor of the Israelites of the 
different parts of Europe; full of ac­
knowledgments for the reception 
which the different Pontiffs and many 
other ecclesiastics have given at dif­
ferent countries where barbarity, 
prejudice and ignorance united, per­
secuted and expelled the Jews from 
the bosom of society.

Resolved, That the expression of 
our sentiments shall be placed on 
the records of the day, that it may 
ever remain as an authentic testi­
mony of the gratitude of the Israel­
ites of this assembly for the benefac­
tions which the generations which 
have preceded them have received 
from the ecclesiastics of the different 
countries of Europe.

In the period of the Revival of 
Letters in the West, learned Jews 
were especially patronized by the 
Popes on account of their Oriental 
scholarship. Boniface IX., Julius 
m., Martin V., and Paul III. se­
lected for their trusted physicians’ 
men of Hebrew faith and race.

And if we come down to days with­
in our own recollection wo find the 
Supreme Pontiff of Rome ameliorat­
ing the condition of the Jews in that 
city in a most remarkable manner.
A leading Hebrew gentleman of 
Montreal, speaking about the illness 
of the present Pope, said to us the 
other day: "We are all deeply touch­
ed with th^s sad news. We love the 
Roman Pontiffs, one and all. and 
with good reason. How can w0 
forget that itjwas Pius IX. who 
threw down the walls of the Ghetto 
and freed our people from the cruel 
imprisonment that they underwent 
from sunset to sunrise every night?
We pray to the God of Israel to 
protect thp Pope,"
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