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MR. JOHN E. REDIIOND, M.P,

On Wednesday evening next Irish-
men of this city will have an oppor-
tunity of showing their apprecia-
tion of the patriotic work which
Mr. John E. Redmond, M.P., Chair
man of the Irish Parliamentary
Party, has accomplished since his
accession to the office, for the eause
of unity in the ranks of Ireland’s
representatives in the B  Par-
]Enent.. Mr. Redmond will be ac-
companied by 1wo colleagues —
Messrs. McHugh and O'Donnell —
whose names are now familiar to
our readers, because they have been
prominent in many wa; in the bat-
tle for justice to Ireland. The re-
veption, which will be held under
the auspices of St. Patrick’s Socie-
ty, will take place in the Windso
Hall.

The following interesting sketch of
the career of Ireland’'s great cham-
pion, which we take from a pamph-
let, and which was published in the
Boston ‘‘Globe” in 1896, will be
read, we are sure, with much inter-
est by our readers. The writer says

When Charles Stewart Parnell in-
augurated his exciting and dramatic
attacks upon the traditions and
usages of the British Parliament,
among the young’chivalry of his na-
tion who rushed to his standard
was John E. Redmond, who to-day
ranks as the foremost orator in the
House of Commons. Redmond was
at that time only twenty-three. He
had gone through the historic Je-
suit College of Clongowes Wood,
Kildare, being the prize- orator of
his class, entered Trinity, and gra-
duated .from that famous Dublin
university.

His intellectual attainments have
in later ygars drawn from the Uni-
versity of Cambridge a distinction
highly prized by that exclusive Eng-
lish institution,_ the honor of being
invited to lecture before the histo-
rical classes of the university. In.
tellectual circles in Great Britain
know no prouder distinction than
that, Mr. Redmond in 1893 discuss-
ed the guestion of Irish self-govern-
ment_before the Debating Union of

¥ Cmbxjidga University, and, al-
though .he faced a hostile’ audience,
his arguments were 8o powerful and
convincing that at the.close of his
eddress the Union hy & large ma-

jand closest reasone

in appearance, soon acquired from
a close study of his model the traits
of self-repression, equipoi and
calm mastery over his impul that
made him one of the safest debaters
in the House,
and one of the most effective spegk-
s on _ghe public platform that this
remarkable era of Irish and English
politics produced.
- - * * o * -
The Irish party met and resolved
to send to ‘‘the four quarters of the
globe’’ to obtain from their scatter-
ed race resources with which to
battle against their jeering enemies.
Yopng John Redmond and his
yo;ﬁnger brother, William, were
picked out as the men best filled for
the momentous mission to Austra-
lia. This was in 1882, when the
Emnglish in every w had the upper
hand, and the world’s sentiment.had
not yet been drawn to the side of
Ireland. .

Gladstone was imprisoning the
leaders; Parnell himself was put in
Rilmainham jail. Redmond found
Australia closed against him; there
was no welcome, no hall, few
friends. But, nothing daunted, he
worked his way amongst the People,
explained his cause privately, and
exerted the wondrous 'charms of
his personality to enlist a friend or
two here and there. . At last he got
a hall, and then the hostile press
turned upon him; but the people
flocked to hear him. He convinced
them, he won them, he turned the
whole tide for Ireland.

From city to city he went. He re-
ceived ovations; Australia was at
his feet. He sent home to Ireland
$150,000. His addresses in the vari-
ous locations produced a profound
impression, and gave indications of
an eloquugce of a high ondeér, as the
following extract from his parting
speech shows :—

“My last words to-night shall be
words of encouragement and hope. 1
believe in my mind and conscience
Ireland’s night is well nigh over,
True, her plains and valleys lie
shrouded still in darkness, but the
watcher on the tower sees a break
in the far east, a ruddy glow upon
the mountain top, and' knows that
the God of the day has risen, and
that the things of darkness, shall
disappear. When that moment comes
==that moment for which our fore-
fathers ‘so wildly prayed,

ed—

con.’ "' Redmond blushed, and
happy, The taciturn chief seldom ut-

‘tered the grateful feeling ‘ot his
heart as he did to the young mem-~

ber for New Ross. Redmond never

forgot it, and to the very grave he.

followed his chief with reverence and
aflection.
S —

YHE QUESTION BOX

At Non-Oatholio Missions.

One of the most impu}\ta.m, and in-

‘| teresting features of a successful

non-Catholic mission is the public
answering each evening of the ques-
tions of non-Catholics through the
medium of the question box.

It is manifestly impossiblesto go
over the whole field of Catholic doc-
trine, or to answer even tha chief
difficulties of an average non-Cath-
olic audience, in a short course of
dootrinal lectures, ing but one
or two weeks, especially as they a
often arranged without any at-
tempt at logical nexus. Much that
an earnest seeker after truth de
to know will remain untouched.
point of view is not t ted,
prejudices are not removed, his diffi-
culties are not met, his questions
are not answered; he may find the
lecturer kindly, and his lectures en-
| tertaining, but he himself has not
been helped on his road toward the
truth of Christ’s Gospel. Frequent-

, for example, he is an unbeliev
who denies the tence of the su-
pernatural, the pc bility' of mir-
acles, the justice of eternal punis
ment, the divimty of Christ, etc.;
i and surely such a one is not in a fit
(frame of mind to be benefited by
ever so good a lecture on purgatory
or the celibacy of the clergy.

The majority of our audiences is
composed of men and women full of
bred-in-the-bone prejudi which
completely bandage their e to the
light of truth. Distorted views of
history, false Reformation exegesis
of New Testame exts, erroneous
ideas of C ples of faith
and moralit these stand as a for-
est of difficulties 1n the wy of the
conquering army of truth, an:d must
be cleared away Ly the pioneer of
the question_box.

No matter how brilliant or strong
each lecture may be, no matter how
complete and logical the entire se-
ries, our arguments will fall on deaf
ears if a man is sullenly nursing his
own private difficulties, and wonder-
ing why they are not met.

The question box meets this want
according to the varying needs of
each audience. It cnables the-lectur-
er to present many Catholic dogmas
with their rational, historical, and
scriptural proofs that would not be
covered in his lecture course, and
by refuting many of the old eontro-
versial lies and correcting many a
false impression of our teaching he
makes honest-minded men and wo-
men ashamed of their ignorance and
hostility, and thus urges them per-
force to further investigation and
study.

Many non-Catholics will write let-
ters or come to see you personally
to thank you for your kindly treat-
ment of their difficulties, *“ You
must pardon us,”’ is the constant
burden of their story, ‘‘for our bit-
ter opposition to al things Catho-
lic. How could we think well of
your Church when from childhood
we have been taught by teachers,
ministers, and books to despise her
as a corruption of the pure gospel.
Thank you so much for showing us
the other side of the shield.”

I remember once an old man of
seventy odd years—a Congregation-
alist, some time professor of Greek
in an Illinois college, who came to
the parish house and contributed
twenty dollars “‘to further,”” as he
said, ‘‘our good work; '’ saying;
» You remember that illustration of
Plato. 1 thought of it to-night dur-
ing the answering of those ques-
tions. A surly, vicious dog will
bark at and bite the stranger he
does not know, und yet greet kindly
the master he kiows well, So we
non-Catholics in our great ignor-
ance of your Church and its teach-
ings have barked and smapped at
her angrily, but this kindly answer-
ing of our difficuities will tame our
surliness, and soon, Itrust, this
stranger will become our friend."’

We often fail to realize that pos-
sibly one question answered of an
evening was the starting point of a
convert’s return to the true fold. An
intelligent man is apt to say to him-
Self : . ““If T have been deceived in
this idea. of Catholic doctrine, ‘per-
haps I am wronﬁ on other points; it
I have believ mly this calumny,
perhaps there ure other lies that
necd refutation.” Here is the start-
and wl::; a sincere mind
se to study and l’.mh for,

h is given, and God’s grace
will complete the work. SR

Father Bartlett, of Baltimore —

himself g convert from Quakerism— |

‘| told me that it was the
ie the

ing religious women, and .he
added that his wifc had to Xeep him
from jumping up in ehurch to tes-
tify to the saintliness of these good
gisters,
Another well-read non-Catholic
once declared that ‘‘he had no pa~
tience with those stupid people who
continually harp on the one string
of intolerance and persecution. Why,
we Protestants know that Protest-
antism was intolerant from its cra-
dle, and that those in glass houses
ought not to throw stones.’’

*You men must be weary of an-
swering these old common places of
controversy. Why some of these old
lies have been refuted a thousand
times, and yet they reappear as if
discovered yesterday : ‘Peter never
in Rome,” ‘A good end justifies a
bad means,” ‘It is lawful to lie to
heret nonsense,”’ said a Unita~
rian minister, disgusted at the ques-
tions, and realizing the utter hope-
‘lessness of utterly eradicating ' old-
time prejudices.

What is the result? Many will dis
cuss with you the general tone of
the questions answered that even-
ing, and while sympathizing with
you and perhaps congratulating you
on your patience under what seems
to them a great trial, they will in
a moment, s ‘1 have no patience
with such ignorance, but my diffi- |
culty has e been—'’" and in a mo- |
ment another objection is put which E
perhaps betry equal or even great- |
er ignorance, although you take |
good care not to say so. This man |
would ‘never have tal to you, |
save forced by the d to tell you |

I Protestan e not of the |

ant stamp of your questionc |

|
i

The question bc too, is an ob-
ject-lesson to outsiders on the state
of Protestantism in our untry to-

When questi me in by the |
score from as s fifteen or
twenty conflicting se of Protest- |
antism, careful ar
many of the realize |
their utter luck of unity, their local |
character, their newne: the power- |
lessness of the minister to
and command, the general repudi |
tion of the doctrines of the Reform- |
ation, the general creed of indifer-
entism to dogma and the conse-
quent great falling off in Church at-
tendance, the decided trend toward
infidelit; C;

W is it,”’ sys an old-fashioned
Low Church Episc ic of the
South, ““that our br ‘e J

Chicago believe in
teal Pre

r ers to the V
we decmed these wrong in the
teenth century, why the return in

leenth?””

indeed tr asked some
good old orthodox Protestant of the

'y, “that some of our liberal

in the large cities deny

nity of Christ, the Trinity,

eternal punishment, etc. How can
they be Christians?’’

Once the fact of the great uncer-
tainty of Protestantism is realized,

has made his first step on

the question box helps
the lecturer greaily by telling him
something of the intellectual and re-
ligious make-up of his audience. 1le
discovers in a short time whether he
has to deal with Protestants or in-
fidels; he finds out what denomina-~
tions are chiefly represented ; he
knows fairly well the culture and
education of his questioners. I know
that the estimate can never be ac-
curate, as many non-Catholics do
not care to be seen depositing ques-
tions in the question box, but it is
usually a pretty fair indication.
Audiences vary greatly, and the
lecturer cannot as a matter of fact
know the difference and realize it
well without the question box as an
aid. Chicago, for instance, will give
you the infidel, the spiritist, the
theosophist, the dowieite, the Chris-
tian scientist, ete., while a town in
1linois a hundred miles away may
be out-and-out Baptist or Method-
ist. A university town may want to
know about the relations of reli-
gion and science, the problem of
evil, the Church’s attitude toward
the modern higher criticism, the ra-
tionalism of belief, the possibility
of miracles; whereas the people in
your next stopping place want to
know why you baptize by immer-
sion, ‘'or why priests don’t marry.
No one could frame a course of leo-
tures to suit the needs of an audi-
ence he does not know. That I deem
one of the weak spots in the dog-
matic instructions given on our
Catholic missions. We are never
sure of giving the people what they
need most. On thiy principle I have,
wherever possible, substituted the
question box for the ordinary in-
struction given at missions to Cath-
olics.. /'The Catholic people are bet-
ter pleased, and the result in con-
versions has always been greater.
One good practical result of the
question box is the increased attend-
ance. It has the interest of novel-
ty, the brevity of the newspaper
paragraph, the guick change from
topic to topio—hlubol;lcal, dogmactic,
moral, scriptural—which attracts
men who are apt to be weary over
an hour’s lecture, and if handled’ by
o kindly, tactfnl lecturer will
sure to arouse general interest in
the non-Catholic mission. i
A fair-minded objector Wwho comes

Aight after night, and: héars
difficul

many

that have bothered him
for years briefly but elearly
ed, begins to think the Cath-

of the controversy stronger |

ad ever before deemed pos-

apt to discuss the an-
Jof his friends, - and

REGEPTION TO THE IRISH ENVOYS

5

luﬁi J. B REDHOND, M.P , r.leivﬂl. M.P, T.0’DONNELL, M.
IN WINDSOR EALL,
Vlednesday Evening, Nov. 20, at 8 o’clock sharp

ADMISSION 25 cents. Reserved Seats, 50 cents. Tickets are on saie at the fol-
lowing places: Mulcair Bros. 1942 Notre Dame street ; D. Gallery, corner Colborne
and Notre Dame streets ; Mrs. J. F, Redmond, 2038 Notre Dame street; Miss Purcill,
165 Craig street ; Brennan Bros, 1907 St. Catherine street; P Murphy, University st
Turner Brus., 298 St. Lawrence street; T. O'Connell, corner Ottawa and McCord st 7
J. Tucker, 41 MeCord street ; Laprairie's, oppesite 8t. Gabriel Church. Centro street ;
W. Tracy, 89 Inspector street ; P. Kelly, corner ef St Autoine and Inspector streets
D. & J. Sadlier & Co., 1669 Notre Dame street; M. Sharkey, 1340 Notre Dame stréet,
J. Milloy, 2117 8t. Cathering st.. and from members of Committee. Doors open at 1.30

[GOD SAVE IRELAND.]
mission falls very flat when the Pro-
testant people remember that their
minister had his chance as well as
they to put his objections against
Catholicism,

The newspapers are as a rule glad
to get some of the questions and
answers, and we in turn ought al-
ways to avail ourselves of this
chance to instruct a still larger au-
dience, and to thus adverti
for greater attendan
means allow the reporte
ly outsiders, totally Ignorant of ¢
things Catholic—to 3t up their
own ''s "’ but write out ever
thing verbatim, for then alone ar
you sure of accurate accounts. Many
a convert in our rge cities has
told me that the first invitation to
come reached him through the ques-
tions and answers published in the
daily newspape

Another way of increasing me's
audience is by iti tions
through the mail. s S many pre-
fer the impersonal method of the
question box to oral questioning, so
others, still more backward, prefer
not to be identified at all 5 que!

but will gladly send their
» Sam.
scores
of such lette ¢
fed by a reques er  their
questions on certain evening

If P conducted, the ques-
tion box alone ought to secure a
full attendance of non-Cathol I
at least the third night of the mis
sion, pe lly if the rule’ exclud-
ing Catholic unaccompanied by
their non-Catholic friends has been
absolutely enfor

Some have objected to the qu
tion box on the ground that it was
impossible to answer adequately the
many questions proposed in the

time allotted to. that pur-
The ob, ion comes from a to-
iilure to g
the question bo
ject of the lectur
fectly every ind
but through him to
many of the audience as possible in
Catholic doctrine, and above all to
answer 8o clearly and fairly, al-
thougn of ne ty briefly, that the
objector will feel urged to discuss
the subject with the lecturer, and
be led to make an appointment at
the parish house the following day.

Indeed, the question box promotes
the personal relation, whether an
objector feels that his question is
answered or not. If you satisfy
him, he is as a rule thankful, wishes
to manifest his good-will, and ply
you with further questioning. If
you have not satisfied him, he will
be anxious to show you how you
misunderstood his point of view ;
and again you have a chance for a
five minutes’ chat after the lecture,
and often an hour’s discussion in
the parish house.

There is a great danger of a lec-
turer wasting the valuable time af-
ter a lecture with two or three per-
sons; the true imissionary will mul-
tiply himself indefinitely, and by a
little tact spend but a few moments
with a great number, and judge of
the evening’'s work by the ten or
twenty appointments made for the
next day. A mission in which all
leave the church immediately after
the lecture—although that may hap-
pen the first few evenings — or in
which comparatively few call at the
house for private discussion or in-
struction, is practically a failure,
from the standpoint of conversion:
no matter what a sky-rocket furore
it may have caused for the time.—
Rev. B. L. Conway, C.S.P.

accompan-

Gatholic Editors
On Many Themes.

THE CONFESSIONAL.— The se-
crecy of the confessional continues
to exercise a strange fascination
over non-Catholic writers of novels
and plays. Mr. 1lall Caine drags ' it
into the latest Leok which he has
inflicted upon the reading public,
and, when his knowledge of mor.l

theology is criticised, tells an intec- |

viewer that the average confessor
only knows the general rule, nare-
1y, that the secal is inviolable, bLut
does not know that there is an un-
portant exception to the rule, name-
ly, that, when recessary to avert «
great public calamity, the confessor
not only, can, but must reveal the
dangerous facts-which he has learu-
ed in the confession

ing
does not
did, "'h would

President.

—_——
are annually [rowa 1,000 to 1.200
youthful ‘criminals, who cannot be
sentenced to prison on account of
their youth, and ave, therefore, sent
to houses of correction. The tribunal
of the Department of the Seine has
gathered information s to the
schools frequented by the delin-
quents. The resuait shows that on
the whole only eleven per cent. had
frequented Catholic schools, and
eighty-nine per cent. were pupils of

| the State schools. The best record

was enjoyed by the Cathol schools
of the city of Paris, of whose pupils
only two per iminals,
compare 4 'ty 1t per cent
of the pupils of the S ate schools.
Why, then, do they suppress  the
Catholic schools? Are the I ench so
anxious to have more correctional
house wnd penitentiaries? No doubt
an investigation on this point in our
own country wonid show a result no
less honorable 1o the Catholic
schools.—Southern Messenger,
THE SIN OF &P'1
who eall ourselves i s are
unworthy of the nam A nst our
own brothers and ters of the
faith we fr ure up deadly hatreds
or petty spites for the slightest of-
fenses. We rlibly rattle off in  our
mornin “I'orgive us our
: forgive them that
tres u utterly wun-
mindful of the sublime meaning of
the words  which Christ Himself
has taught us. These won s have a
meaning and a purpose. They are
not a mere formula They are in-
stinct with the v essence of
Christianity. Theyv e press the con-
dition on which we hope for pardon
from the Father who is in heaven,
for our own innumerable offenses. If
we could only see what lies beneath
these words, would we be 80 unfor-
giving of our neighbors and friends
for their trivial offenses against us?
cred Heart Review.

T —
CHURCH BUILDING.

Church building is progressing ac~
tively in many parts of the Catho-
lic dioceses of California. The later
structures erected for worship, are
of a more ornate and substantial
character generally than those built
during the past, omltting the era of
the early missions. In the preceding
decades it was necessary to put up
buildings with as little delay as pos-
sible to meet the requirements of a
population of sudden development.
The utmost sumplicity of style was
a dictate of existing conditions.
'Times have since changed. The in-
crease of Catholic numbers is now
almost entirely a thing of natural
growth. It is lcss rapid but more
uniform than the other, and its
needs can be more deliberately pro-
vided for. Some of the country
churches more recently erected are
therefore architecturally and other-
wise fine specimons of the builders’
art, and far ahead of the older
structures, if not in size, at least
in those qualities which are fully
as desirable in structures set apart
for the uses of Catholic worship,—
San Francisco Monitor.,

CHAIR OF 8T, PATER,
Pope Leo XIII. has  completed
twenty-three years, eight months of
his Pontificate. His reign has thuse

risen very high in the scale of dur-

ation, being now the sixth in order,
and if he is spared until the octave
of the Epiphany, it will be the fifth
longest of Papal reigns. The Popes
who have reigned longer than Leo
XIII. are—St. Peter (38-67), with a
reign of thiriy-four years, six
months; Pius IX, (1848-78), thirty-
one years, seven months and twenty-
two days; Pius VI. (1775-98), twen-
ty-four years, six months and four-
teen days; Adrian I, (1771-95),
twenty-three years, ten months and
twenty-seven days; and Sylvester 1.
(314-37), twenty-three years, ten
months and twenty-four days.

e ———

THE RICHEST FURS IN AMER-
ICA AT RIGHT PRICES
There's o great distiriction in
Furs. Here you get the best of that
distinction from every point. 'The
entire lines of the I ] )
stock in'the country to select fror
a choosing from the richest furs
of .. co!

' America; ‘the certaint;

ness . in’ fashion; ‘the ass oG
careful workmanshiy

right price. If you

(der, or remodeled, our i

o | Partment offer




