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OUR CITY POLICE
Our poliee foree, although not large, eosts mone
public has a right to expect that its money should
pended withont some apparent result—however sma
broad maxims which regulate police daties are
comprehension to the meanest intellect.  The protection of pri
vate indiviluals, and the preservation of public order, are the
primary objects for which a police f organized ; but so far
as we can learn, the pol foree of Halifax does not even pre
tend to be actuated with reference to either of these objects. The
Halifax r¢ ] perfectly usel the only actual
proof o existence—if proof i lled—1 cer
tain yearly expenditure for their wain o We are not
] I"‘ prone to underrat the excelien ot our wn titu
tions, but we have never yet attempted to invest our police foree
with even a shadow of real importance. That they may be, as
individuals, respeetable and orderly eitizens, we do not
but, to supj that, as policemen, they are worth r
whatever, w g 1 ignorance of the commonest [
every-day lif In most public departments we can estimate
with moderate accuracy the worth we get for our money.  We
pay our water rates with the utmost cheerfulne knowing that
our town is second to none in the copiousness of its water supply
We gladly add our mite towards the maintenance of a fire br
gade, because we know from experience that the sound of the
fire bell will bring together a body of stalwart men, anxious and
able to do the tl In the matter of gas, too, we
something . The illumination of our city
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We oceasionally read of a y en ng been a ted while
in the exeecn f lut 1 W 1 never have
known of his ex 1 | wssanlted. A g
man, having his ever iging about disorderly p
houses, gets, late nigl ' knoek on the pate, and suddenly
rememberin t n *du P next morning as a
witn t the too hasty eompanion of his nocturnal recrea
tion 1 P r nin popular; it l, toa
« cluss of men we can ne v t ed
ties of wl ire more keer be well
clad at the public expen with a
legal right to terrify small b y Wy
** chuck farthing" in the strects on Sunday.  There i e
a certain dignified heroism attendant upon the apprehension of

juveniles caught ** coasting” in fro

iety by the tim

y weather, and the effect

capture of an improvised

produced upon s

(we are not sure whether the word is spelt aright )
is instantaneous and appalling. But these are the excitements, the
so-to-speak ** sensations’'—of our Haligonian ** peelers.”  Their
ordin duties are of a nature less harassir There is the

|~1.~.N...} morning lounge at the Court House, associated with

study of character which is, in the case of wrong doers, |

u-
liarly interesting  Then comes a lazy surveillance of the market
folk from the Court House steps, or a desultory chat about things
in general with the ** gregated in the vicinity of the
Grand Parade. Should the westher be unsettled, the nearest
tavern entered upon ‘‘duty”) is resorted to as a fitting place
wherein to gossip, or read the local newspapers. Then comes
night, with its drinking, dancing, and rioting accompaniments,
and our policomen must act upon his knowledge of special local
abominations in order that he may kwp well out of the h\\'lmll
and lead a quiet life. There are, it is true, certes’

“Jife"" with which he must make himse!f
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wd terms with the so-ealled-city-guardians is
part of publieans, and priieccmn are apt to grow
irse of their ar < auties, in proportion te
which the several publicans entertain and act
upon Jut, let it not be sapposed that our city police are slow

to respond to the call of ** duty” on the continry, when a man
has been stabbed to death in the street, they invariably put in an
appearance some ten or fifteen minutes after the affray, and are
ready to give the minutest cvidence as to the exact time their ser
viees were ealled into requisition. It is, of eourse, mot their
bus e of such
pleasantries ' but they
must not interfere to d rinariesof *“ rows’

1ess to take

1y measares to prevent the rec

They must sce ** life” while ** on «
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If their aid should be sought after &
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and possible bloods!

or thirty, at the corners of streets which the police are
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and menace on the contrary—it is the duty of the H

poli absent  then es from scenes of strife
rder, lest t ild be called upon to interfere in matters
which may pos bly have n lbjw wsant termination This o
peeuliar doctrine, but w I it is all right. We pay our
money towards maintaining a police force, and nothing ean be
wrong, so long «s it is Hal in
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( po v Ve Ived t fortunatel [ s mome
e } r vere bre | ur study, and w
paused upon our work. In the proceedings of the British A
« Vi e that Dr. Ric lson, a man of great Medical
ability, read a paper (which was loudly applauded) upon the
evil effects of smoki and having perused this paper with at
ition, we have come to the conelusion that the use of Tobacco
s injurions, especially when indulged in by the young, it should
o more be classed as a moral erime than the use of many other

ttle luxuries which all can indulge in without fea: of eensnre
Jr. Richardson says :—

The gronud on which tobaceo, holds so firm a foovng is, that
of nearly every luxury it is the least injurious
as compared with aleohol, it does infinitely less harm th
opium ; it is in no sense worse than tea ; and by the side of high
living, altogether contrasts most favourably. A thorough smoker
may or may not he a hard drinker, but there is one thing he
glatton ; indeed, there is no cure for gluttony, and
tain and fatal evils, like tobacco. In England
effected wholesale. The friends of tobacco
remarks, their “friendly weed” is sometimes

tful of luxuries, but the most reasonable.
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