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charts, one to represent the rainfall in inches for
a period of years; the other to represent the
vield of corn in the great corn growing states
for that period. The two charts fitted together
like a dove-tail joint. American corn growers
had been lectured, bulletinized, entertained at
corn shows, taken to agricultural collegés and
had the agricultural colleges taken to them in an
effurt to show them how to conserve moisture in
drv seasons, but all the difference it made did
not show in the chart,

The same may be saideof Canada. A differ-
ence may be noticed in a few specialized lines.
0.A.C. No. 21 barley has made a noticeable in-
crease in the barley production of Ontario. Mar-
quis wheat may do the same for Western Canada,
but for the most part gemeral farming in this
country is carried on but little Letter than it was
thirty years ago.

Herein, then, lies the hope of those of us who
would become prosperous in the farming busi-
ness. The apathy of the many provides us with
our opportunity, If the teachings of the agri-
cultural authorities were to be suddenly put in
priactice by all of us it would precipitate a cri
that would make svery previous financial panic
look like the failure of a corner grocer. A few of
us may put these teachings in operation without
upsetting the balance, but just as.soon as a few
thousand do so the market will tumble about our
ears. A few years ago Maine State potato grow-
ers got potato growing down to such a science
that they had to sell out at eleven cents a bushel.
For years Alberta farmers were urged to take up
hog raising on a large scale. A year ago they
took the advice, with the result that last fall hogs
were taken out into the scrub and shot because
they were not worth enough at the abbatoirs to
pay for their own freight. These are exceptional
cases. They point out a danger but for the most
part we, as well as the professor of agriculture,
may rest assured that the teachings of the
authorities will not be put in operation suddenly
by any large percentage of the people.

Those of us who make our fields yield us more
than the average for the country, or for the con-
tinent, will be benefited accordingly—if the in-
creased yields do not cost us too much. The
price in any market is set by the average yields
for the farming industry within the reach of
that market. By keeping our production up to
the maximum level for profits. a level which is
nearly always higher than the average rate of
production, our profits will be greater than those
of the men who only produce at the average
rate. While doing this, however, we should en
deavor to work together in every possible way
with our fellow-farmers to shake off the shackels
which other classes in the community have fas-
tened wpon us and through economic and other
reforms endeavor to gain back some of the
freedom which we have lost through our failure
to cooperate in the past.

Alfalfa at Fort Vermilion
I\ a recent issue of the Agricultural Gazette,

Dr. M. O. Malte, Dominion Agrostologist,
advances the claim that hardiness in plants is a
characteristic which is passed on to succeeding
generations of plants. Using alfalfa as an il
lustration, Dr, Malte points out that in their
work they have found that ‘“‘seed secured from
surviving individuals produces plants which also
survive."”

“The significance of this is of the utmost im-
portance,” writes Dr. Malte. “It means that
surviving individuals represent hardy types or
hardy strains, The fact that hardiness is an
hereditary character opens almost unlimited fos-
sibilities for alfalfa in Canada. It simply means
that, by eliminaticn of all tender types and, as
a ‘consequence, by the saving and propagation
of hardy types onl roblem of a successful
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evasion of winter-killing hag been practically
solved,

“Results obtained by the Experimental Farms
fully confirm this statement. As an illustration
may be cited the experiments with alfalfa grow-
ing at Fort Vermilior, in the Peace River Dis-
trict. A

“For years, alfalfa has been tried at this sub-
station. For years only discouraging results
have been recorded, innsmuch as all ‘varieties’
have been badly winterkilled. In 1013, when,

A Veteran Cradler.

the importance of the hereditary nature of hardi-
ness began to be fully recognized, the Fort Ver-
milion station was supplied with seed gathered
from a few plonts which had proven able to with-
stand severe winters, Thie seed has produced
a crop which shows mo perceptible signs of
winter-killing.

“There is no doubt that the ultimate success
at Fort Vermilion is due to the use of seed or-
iginated from hardy types. A lengthy discussion
to prove this conclusively is out of the question
in this article. Suffice it to say that the Fort

Vermilion experience is by no means an isolated

Another Method Now a Memory.
one. Numerous results have beep recorded which
all tend to show that the ability of alfalfa to
withstand severe winters can be most extra-
ordinarily increased by the use of seed from
hardy types or, which means the same, from
hardy strains only,

“This means, to the farmer, that a safe way
of making alfalfa growing a success is to utilize
seed produced at home By saving and using
home-grown seed every farmer has it in his own
hand to secure an alfalfa which is perfectly ac-
climatized to the corditions of his locality and
which therefore can be expected to yield the
very best returns.
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Seeding Alfalfa in Corn
TWO-YEAR rotaticn wids corn and clow
has been followed successfully on seve

Canadian farms. When R E. Gunn was runn,
his big dairy farm at Beaverton, he followed y
practice of seeding red clover in the corn a*
the last cultivation, plowing under the ck
growth the following spring and then ha (@
the land in corn again, replly a one-year n
tion. The more common plan, however, is |
clover one year and then back to corn. Car
same plan be followed with alfalfa? Far
Dairy would like to see some of our Canadi
dairy farmers give the method a trial. Suck
method of seeding to alfalfa has already b
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followed in the United States, and Mr. C at of college. He f
Doane speaks interestingly of his experience about 16 dairy coy
an Ohio farm, Here is fhe story as he telly Il uniformly mark
in Hoard's Dairyman: embered that his

“The plan we first adopted has not yet | equal number of

charged though we are studying the situa isture of every kn
every year. The corn is planted thinner than§ e took me over to
our usual custom, only two kernels to the i e new equipment tl
rowed both ways. When the corn is large enoy ith the help of his |
to cultivate it is given a number of cultivat ays. The milkhou
in a comparatively short time. The seed p see next, was, he
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no wheels and twi stomary nt bad a little four-b
te~th his weed used for coverin

seed and is run crosswise of the last cul
In our latitude this 3
middle of July. The
tilled ground and we get a ver
At the present time we seed ol

That tester attrac
was the first that
rm duiry for some t
ong dairy farmers
ws, 1 have found
eir milk from jind

lows us to seed about
ed comes up quickly

the 'w 4.
stand
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Alfalfa Knee Deep In Corn

“From the time of seeding the plant rious mistake, and
ently grow as fast as they would under any atter  about - right
condition of seeding. I have seen the alfalfy hat tester is just a
the corn stand knee high,vand the second g ilk scales you sa
get a good start before the frost stopped it present I am shij
the winter. It went inte winter in perfect eese factory and g
tion. The past season nearly forty acres uch the hundred po
seeded in this manner, the stand perfect, me may think § am
the prospects for the next year’s crop never well, but the poolis
ed better when the winter set in. There is believe that the n

t production.  Th

wonder why this method of seeding alfalfy holders
ever been called into- question Some system
who should have known better have thought proving
the corn exhausted the moisture of the sl weight
rapidly that the young alfalfa plants would changes
have a good chance. While the corn planty a bunct
doubtedly draw heavily on the supply of mof didn’t |
in the soil, the fact that it is a cultivated in a ye
and that the plants partially shade the g carded.

from both sun and air currents apparently The
the right conditions. In the Dakotas a My fi
corn is viewed as a moisture conserver, and mind a
farmers believe that they get practicall two put
results in the next vear's wheat crop by g1 d. One of them p
a crop of corn as by fallowing the land a year, while her
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Do not let red clover go to waste. Red
fields, not pastured after having been
hay, ofter. produce a considerable quant
splendid and well-matured seed. Instead
ting this seed go to waste—Save it. It
even should the quantity be small. The
presenis a clover which is acclimatized, th
say, well .dapted to the local conditions,
for this reason far superior to, and much
liable tham, seed of unknown source boug!
a seedsman.—M. O, Malte, Domizion A
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accurate results. .




