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Shall We Have a Cath-
olic Congress in St.
Louis

(Eew York Freeman's Journal.)

Have you ever taken up the thought
dealing with the immense forces, ac-
tivities and energies at work necessi-
tating in the great body of our Ca-
tholic pedple? What direction the
currents of thought are taking and
the influences determining their
course’ How the energies of this
great body of people are being ex-
pended, and what is being done .to
properly- direct these forces so as
to accomplish the best possible re-
sults?

A conservative estimate places the
Catholic population of the United
States at not less than ten millions
of people. Whether or not we bear
the fact in mind, it is, nevertheless,
true that all the immeasureable for-
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um
and most of the lllwou
men of Belgium. Jt was interna-
tional in character. Cardipal Wise-
man and other eminent men were pre-
sent from England, Mgr. Doupaul-
ong and Count de Montalembert
from France, Bishop Lynck and otk-
ers from America, and representatives
from Ireland, Spain, Italy, Hungary,
South America and Alrica,
The Germans were quick to profit
by the example set by Belgium,
at their Congress, held at Wurzbar
in 1864, fully 7,000 were prncnt.uns
since then the Congresses have grow
steadily in numbers and influence.
The flower of the German people have
been brought together at these con-
ventions.. Ample opportunity was of-
fered to mgn of the most profound
learning and to men with the great-
est talent for leadership, prominent
a':lnong whom was the renowned Wind-
thorst.

ces represented by this great num-
ber are being expended unceasingly
just like the mighty power which
flows without intermission over Nia-
gara's precipice.

Are these forces being put to good
use br are thev going to waste, and
if losses are being suflered, what are
the causes that contribute to them?

Catholics have been in the Pabit® of
regarding themselves as rather inert
particles of one great body, instead
of individual units each a living, ac-
tive organism, moved by individual
wants/ desires and ambitions. To
attemipt to check or arrest the con-
tending forces which these wants, de-
sires and ambitions represent would

‘be as futile a task as to attempt to

stay the tides of the ocean

The question: How to properly
direct all the energies involved?
should therefore be the thought to
engage attention, and each individual
must meet this question intelligent-

ly and honestly, or else the force
which he or she may represent will
be negative instead of positive

The progress of humanity is deter-
mined by the prog.ess of the indivi-
dual and those influences which lead
the individual to best improve his
condition are the influences which pro- |
duce progress.

One of the most successiul Catholic |
movements tolgrapnle with these pro-
blems has been the Catholic Con-
gresses of Germany, which were in-
augurated half a century ago.

Few Catholics in America are
aware that one of the most import-
ant events ™ the modern history of
the Church jn Europe are the meet-
ings of thes&(ongresses.

The social and revolutionary com-
motions of the 40's in Germany led
to the inauguration of these assem-
blies,+ which have exerted a most
powerful influence on the religious life
of the people, and to which may be
traced a great part of the supstan-
tial good which has been accomylish-
ed during all these years.

The first Congress was held at Ma-
vence in 1848, and these have been
held annually ever since. Congress-
es have been held at Salsburg, . Co-
logne, Breslau, Freyburg, Frankfort,

Munich, Aix-la-Chapelle, Bochum,
Ratisbon, Coblentz, Berlin, Mann-
heim. During the first fifteen years

they had onite a struggle, owing to
the inexperience of the German peo-

ple in parliamentary affairs and to
the absence of support from the no-
bles and upper classes on the one

hand and from the professors of the
German universities on the other.
The attendance was fitful, and at no
time exceded 1,500 during this per-
fod

In 1863 the first Belgium Congress
was held at Malines. This was or-

ganized by one of the largest minded

ple came to the city witness the
pageants incident to ®he Congress,
and thousands came as delegates.
The great hall, with a capacity of
10,000, was insufficient to accommo-
date those who wished to listen to
the addresses, and numbers were un-
able to gain admissign. At Colo-
gne, ip August, 1903, the ‘‘General
Assembly of German Catholics’’ was
the culmination of Catholic Congress-
es. It outshone gll its predecessors.
Twelve thousand delegates attended
its deliberations, representatives of
the numerous political, religious and
social works, of German Catholic ac-
tivity. /

The Belgium Congresses inaugurat-
ed in 1863 were always held st Ma-
lines, and for several years were
most potent factors in Belgium pub-
lic aflairs. They, however, soon
lost their strictly lay character,and
coupled with the greater attractions,

At Mannheim, in 19(:3‘100,000900-

the Christian lLndeavor Socicties
were doing for the Evangelicals.
: .

Its present W 3,
000,000, In addition is an Ep-
worth League of the Methodist
Church South, which was zed
at Memphis in 1891, and which has
a membership of over 300,000,
“‘Baptist Young People’s Union of
America’’ was organized-in Philadel-
phia in 1891, and has a membership
of over 500,000 at the present time.
There is the ‘‘Brotherhood ¢t St. An-
drew,” ‘with 2,000 chapters, founded
by the KEpiscopalians at Chicago in
1883; the ‘‘Young Men's Christian
Associations,”’ whose work is well

growth and activigy of the German

Congress-s, and f minor reasgps,
they ceased to donvene, and ne .|
have been held i recent  years.
Through the infludpce of the Ger-

man ‘conventions réligious education
was quickened, innumerable ussocia—‘

tions and guilds were organized
throughout the empire, and every'
phase of Catholic life immensely
benefited.

While at first the German Govern-
ment met the movement in the mogt !
hostile spirit, which slowly ‘chan
to mere official recognition, the Em-
peror is how glad to telegraph his |
personal ‘assurances that he esteems
his Catholic subjects as among his |
best subjects. "ol

It is quite safe to say that Ameri-|
can Catholies give as little heed ::
the movements going on outside t
Church in the United States as they
do to the movement in Europe just
described. Cardinal Gibbons has
said: “T have Pad for a long
time at heart a desire to see the la-
ity and the clergy come more closely
together. I think that in some re-
spects they have been too far and
too wide apart.”

It may serve the purposes of this
article to call attention to a few
of the more important gatherings of
clergy and laity outside the Catholic
Church.

In 1881 thirty-five young people
met at Portland, Me., and organized
the first ‘“Society of Christian En-
deavor.”” This movement was taken
Lp with enthusiasm throughout the
country, and its present membership
npambers more than 3,500,000, Its
annual conventions are attended by
enormous crowds of people, and it
has been a most potent factor in de-
veloping the religious interests of
the Evangelical churches. Its next

SIX YEARS OF S
AND HELPLESSNESS

THE DISTRESSING CASE OF MR. CLOUTIER, WHO WAS UNABLE
TO WORK OR SLEEP, AND ENDURED TERRIBLE
HEADACHES AND BACK PAINS.

-

Was in Four Hospitals

BUT DOOTORS OCOULD NOT CURE HIM, NERVOUS SYSTEM WAS ENTIRELY UNDERMINED ‘gruup of
CURE EFFECTED

A MARVELLOUS

known and other organizations of les-
ser importance. ’

The annual conventions of these va-
rious hodies are largely attended and
are . productive of great good. The
mee of the various Missionary
Boards are always well attended,
and one of the most notable con-
gresses ever held in this country
was the ‘‘Ecumenical Missionary
Conference on Foreign Missions’’ held
in Carnegie Hall and neighboring
churches on April 21 to May 1, 1900.

A Catholic Congress would strength-
en every present Cathelic or -
tion and .develop a Catholic public
spirit which would put new life into
every Catholic in It little
Belgium, in 1863, could agtonish the
Catholic world by its \first Cdn-
gress, why should not Catholics
of America in 1901 inaugurate a new
standard for subsequent world's con-
gresses to be measured by?

Of course the timid and the criti-
cal (will raise their usual ‘objections.
They have succeeded in strangling
nearly every }ood movement and they
will try to do the same now. Tbhe
Archbishop of St. Paul described
these people well when he said: ““The
conservatism which wishes to be ever
safe is dry rot.  Pay no attention to
criticism; there lis never a lack of
it. It usvally comes from men who

| are do-nothings, and who rejoice i

failure follows action, so that they
may have a justiﬂcatiou for their
own idleress.”

The St. Louis Exposition will / be
one vast educational object lesson
from which the casual observer may
gayher more information than from
many times the cost 8( time and
money spent in travel.* Dut all its
utilities and beauties and glories

' are but the concrete embodiment of

ideas that existed in the minds of
men all the world over. Therefore
the culminating educative feature of
the Exposition will be the congress-
es, national and international.

The Exposition management cor-
dially {nvite all organizations to
meet' in St. Louis durlnimtbe Exposi-
tion period from April to Decem-
ber 1, and wjll furnish halls and
meeting places free of expense.

David P. Francis, president of the
Board of Management, in a recent
letter said: ‘‘We have secured 276
national and international conven-
tions to be held in the city of St.
Louis during the year 1904. We
have arranged 396 special events and
celebrations to occur within the per-
iod from April 30th to December
1st, on the World’s Fair Groun
The nunrber of conventions - will
ceed 300, and special events are heing
added to at' eyery meeting of our
Executive Committee.”

The management
“Congress of Arts and Sciences,” to
he conducted under its auspices, and
has appropriated. the liberal sum
of $200,000 for this purpose. Prof
Hugo Munsterberg, of Harvard ['ni-
versity, is the author of the plan to
be followed. ‘“The objects of the
Congress are to ligcuss and set forth
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ity actually wrote this in the *‘Sie-' of their own national saints.
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. : | aisle, Irelan s erected still anoth-
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“mm?‘e', - “b ¢ writer, ‘“m”"s»er shrine in the Eternal City. The
in the “‘Gaulois” that the Emperor npew chapel is rich in adornment de-
+ Napoleon Ill.g when it was once Aho ! rived from the ancient art of Ireland,

" “The man now ruling France,” says | [rom classic art; the

_ | often goes to work in an underband | the peculiar]ly distinct character of
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THURSDAY, MAY 19, 1903 | |

the unity mutual relations uf the
scicnces, to review their historical
growth, to.develop their fundamen-
tal principles, and to promote mu-
tual sympathy and co-operative ef-,
fort among specialists engaged in |
difierent fields of research. ;
“As a result of the deliberations
lof the Administrative Board and Or-
ganizing Committee during the spring
of 1903, the field of science was di-
vided into seven divisions and twen-
tuln

. "
were subdivided into one hundred :.l?l;-:{m?drm lcm.:d Brands oxr,'n:t:n&'
and twenty-seven sections. The di- Cholcest Flavored Whiskies on the mr{c’.

visional and departmental adJdiesses |
will be delivered !y Americans and |
will be a contribution of Ajuserican |
scholarships to the scientific litera- |
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ture of the world. ‘The avdre:ses in
be-

sions of the Congress will pe held
during the week of September 19th
various addresses
will be published at the close of the
| exposition. anm

This series of congresses will not

| Altar in San Gioacchino Consecrated
by an Irish Bishop—A Study in Cel-
tic Art—Paintings of Irish Saints.

Rome, April/ 19.—A ceremony
be complete without a great Catholic | of surprising interest to the Irish in
Congress, and although it will rot | Rome was | that ~ of yesterday
require but a fraction-6f the thous. | morning, when the altar of the
ands of dollars which will be expend- | Irish chapel in the Church of San
ed on the ““Congress of Arts and Sci- | Gioacchino was consecrated by an
ences,”’ it ought to be the most im- | Irish Bishop. This is an internation-
posing and most majestic of them all. | al church, designed to be a suit-
M. J. HARSON. |able offering to the late Pontifl, Leo

| XIII., on the occasion of his jubilee.
| It is a magnificent  structure, more

REL'GIO' IN mucg AND CHINA | splendid in color and decoration aud
| lighting than those other churches to
A (\M*P(mdeut writes: | which 'l!{ome [is ucct;s'.qnlxed: lt he
™ . . | very richness of its materials invites
Cyranny mnllnucl-s in France, and a c!)rresponding richness and brillian-
the unly (‘(msolgtlon uﬂered to ‘h()ﬁe'c’- ol decoration in the chlpels that
suffering from it is teffind that even | are met with in its aisles und tran-
some ‘Qi-the ‘‘bloc”’ are turning, and | Scepts. cher?l nptions have,
that they are beginning to accuse the | through their Catholic people, be-
' . come  possessors of chapels, each ol

renegade now ruling the country of | which they adorn in their own na-
“Caesarism.”” A man of the majod | tional style of srt, and with pictures

fashion tdkcompare to Tiberius, was | Which is unique and distinctive, The
a much maligned ruler, and that jt | L‘:)‘fn:ii;‘se:;o S, S5 S vt
. . S L D n story of art,con-

‘f“‘:"l{“ be more correct to say that | siders that Irish ornamm’nt is  com-
Frafice is now unde# the sway of a|posed ‘of elements borrowed from dif-
anterior styles—the inter-
meanders, and ornaments
1 spirals, ‘‘per-

‘has the mentality, | Paps’’ from the art of the Celts, and
a black-faced | the dragons, ‘‘perhaps’’ from Ger-
It is net a
ol accounting
design In

cannibal king, rather than under tuat i ferent
of an imitator of the last Napoleone| lacings,

M. Delafosse,
the temperament, of
tyrant. There are negrd chiefs | manic jewellery work.
around Lake Tchad who govern their | satisfactory method
people according to the principles and | for the individuality of
the methods of M. Combes. He 1s/|Irish art, to derive it from other
of that family. He has all their ru-|lands with a ‘‘perhaps’’ as its rea-
dimentary despotism, their suscept-|sop to be. When imagination sup-
ible vanity, theifimpatient jnwler-]plies the lack of knowledge the out-
ance, and their murdegous arbitrari-|come is not to be truswg.

ness. Rendered a monomaniac by | In the Irish chapel, dedicated to
the interested servility of his major- | St. Patrick, in the Church of San
ity, he has come to the conciusion | Gioacchino, the whole adornment is
that he alone is the Republic, and|conceived in a careful study and
that everybody who does not think | adaptation of ancient Celtic art. The
and talk like himself is a traitor.” | fresco lhab(rist‘s above and behind the
It is refreshing to find that <{his |altar is framed in a wide rich bor-
man has been found out as a tricu- | der of mosaic designs formed of in-
lent tyrant by non-Catholics in Am-  tertwined dragon-like figures, on a
erica, and as the most blood-stained | gold background. The efiect cf this,
murderer of liberty who has been | brilliant in its gold reflex, is most
known in ages in any country., The|attractive. The frescoes on the side
men of the Terror at least acted cp-| Walls of the chapel have similar
enly and aboveboard. M. Combes |(rames, and thus the harmony and

manner, and his 'sinister cynicism | the decoration” are maintained
while he does evil is unprecedented; | throughout. On the predella of the
yet this is the Minister whom some |altar a newer and more familiar ex-
English Press correspondents, toady- | ample ol decoration is met with in
ing for his patronage, hold up to the | the row of green shamrocks on a gold
British public as a strong statesmap. | ground, also wrought in mosaics set

The latest report of prosecutidm | in the white marble.
comes fram the unfortunate iand of | Behind the altar Signor Gagliardi,
Britapny, which made the bravest | who has painted many pictures for

[reland, and whose portraits of Irish
ecclesiastical dignitaries are to be
met with in several parts of Ireland,
has painted a group of Irish saints.
The background <hows a columned
court. Draperies enclosing the
group of saints hang from the coi-

stand against the emergency tiroops
and crowbar brigades of M. Combes,
and is now paying the penalty of
opposition to the tyrant. This time |
the secular as well as the religious
clergy and the nuns are being struck
at. The Bishop of Quimper has been
informed by M. Combes that all the |

suppressions of stipends of priests in
the diocese are maintained. Further-
more, seven other names of parish
priests and curates have been added
to the Government black list. Why)
Simply because the priests who have
been black-listed have been preaching

| the arc

umns, and between the draperies and

trave a lustreless blue sky
is seen./ On a high throne, which is
overhung with a rich canopy, sits
St.  Patrick, holding a shamrock in
his right hand and the pastoral stafl,
or crozier, in his left. He is a gra-
cious and noble figure. The mitre

and teaching in the Breton language. | he wears is low; his full white beard
Their crime is ‘“emploi abusif du|hangs from his shoulders and unites
Breton.”” In all, ninety-eight Breton | falls upon his breast, and the pallium
priests are now deprived of the beg- in a long white band that falls
garly pound a week, or Iess,;/?‘uhi(-h | almost to his feet.

tte Government doles ont to!them.| On his right, but on a lower level,
The English correspondents who back | stands St. Brigid in grey habit, and
M. Combes and his satellites for the |close to her is St. Dympna. More to-
purpose of obtaining his recognition, | wards the foreground are the figures
and who are ready to act as his /ol St.. Maloc and St. Laurence

BY DR. CHASE'S NERVE FOOD.

hirelings, will not say anything about | 0'Toole—the bishops wéaring low mi-
this latest phase of peysecution. The  tres, and all the saints distinguished
punishment by slow starvation of a |same side, and close to the spectator,

rebellious  Breton priests ( Here on this
same side, and close to the spec-

does not, ol course, much matter to
tator, a figure clad in a nich crim-

| the busy men of the British Press,

MR. CLOUTIER.

The case of Mr. Simon Cloutier, shoemaker, |

unusually severe.
For six long years Mr. Cloutier was an inva-

this time was spent in the hospitals of Mon
treal. The doctors gave him no hope of recov-
ery, but, on the contrary, told him that he
would never be well again.

A treatment that will restore to good health
a person whose case was considered hopeicss,
must be of more than ordinary value, and this
is gnly one of a series of remarkable cures that
have been brought about by the use of Dr,
Chase's Nerve Food.

Mr. Slmbn Cloutier, shoemal.er, 110 Lagauche-

tiere street, Montreal, Que., sLutes:—

“ For six years 1 was not able to work, my nerves were
all unstrung, and my digestion bad. I had severe attatks
of beadakhe, could not sleep, and suflered with shooting
'pains in the-small of my back. I was in four hospitals,
but the doctors could not cure me. They said I would
never be well again. In spite of their decision 1 began
the use of Dr. Chase's Nerve Food some months agoj arc
I am convinced that I owe my life to this medicine. |
have now been at work for over two weeks, and believe
that my health has been fully restored. It is a pleasure
for me to add my testimony to the hosts of others from
persons who have been cured by this wonderful medi-

Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food
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ore th assing notice, because his case was | ers..
B ' g | against t-\v Breton

who have got to cultivate French of-

ficial connections and to ‘‘give satis- | crown, kneels before St. Patrick. It
110 Lagauchetiere street, Montreal, deserves |gaction” to their influential employ- | is Brian Boru—the type of the Chris-
The iniquity of the wdict | tian King and warrior.

ecclesiastics is |

specially “tyrannical and vindictive, |
|for as the “Figaro,”” a purely|
| fashionable houlevard  newspeper,

lid, unable to attend to his work, and much of | points out, the people in ‘he pariches | a warrior clad in armour, also kneel-
| ing.

\struck at know no Frenck at wil.
This bit of malignity fits well 1n|
with the tyrant’s recent edict order- |
ing the removal of religious pictures |
from . the Courts of Justice. The |
strongest protest against that has |
been made by the eloquent Bishop of |
Orleans, Mgr. Touchet, who, preach-
ing recently in his cathedral, said:
] know only two countries in the
world where so cowardly, so sinister
a decree of expulsion could be ro-
mulgated against our Redeemer: In
Germany, the Emperor is a devout
Cheistian, in Italy the King at least
respects the faith of his subjects, in
England the Christians predominate,
in America the greatest toleration is
allowed, in Japan Christian churches
are arising everywhere, and in Tur-
key the Sultan protects Catholics.
The two countries, then, to which
1 refer are, first, China, the country
of poreelain idols, and, let us speak
low, France, the country of St. Louis
and of Joan of Arc—the country of
liberty, justice, fraternity. 1 have
sought excuses for comparing France
to na, but 1 cannot find any.”
The Bistop was applauded by his au-
ditors, whom he could not repress in
the holy jplace. He was applauded
afterwards in the streets, and in the
evening all the clergy of Orleans for-

mally congratulated him for having
made

by golden haloes.

son mantle and wearing a -golden

On the left of St. Patrick are seen
St. Benignus, St. Jarlath, and St.
Malachy; and nearer, corresponding
to the king on the opposite side, is

On the  steps of the throne
stanas a vase in which a fire burns:

““The bright lamp that shone in Kil-
dare’s holy fane,

And burn’d thro’ long ages of dark-
ness and storm.”

On the left wall of the chfpcl the
fresco represents St. Brendan, show-
ing in the background the land he is
said to bave been the first European
to discover—the greater Ireland of
America—with its verdure and its in-
habitants; and a hil'eat ship, resemb-
ling the Santa Maria of Columbus,
sailing gaily over the ocean. One
historian of the discovery of Ame-
rica, M. Paul Gaffarel, says it is not
in legend only that the memory of
the Irish Saint Brendan is preserved;
we find the persistent trace of it
in the geography of the Middle Ages,
and even in contemporary geography.

The opposite walls bears a fresco
representang the vision of St. Fur-
sev, in which he beheld the four
fires of hell and the threatening mul-
titude .of demons. This is the sub-
ject represented in the picture of Ga-
gliardi; the flames and the sufferers
in them appear so terrible to the
saint that he shrinks back from them
in terror. He is regarded by sever-
al writers as a precurser of Dante,
in this vision of the under world,
and of the région of the Saints. Thére
are many such precursors of the
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tre an Irish cross, and on th
the symbolical h inserted ewlgi’:
a shamrock, whil®8n the right are
the well-known symbols of a round
tower, a ruined abbey, and the Irish
woll-dog. These pictures are in
mosaic.  The panels in the altar
front are divided by pilasters, on
which, on a green background, gol-
den palms are inserted. |In the mo-
saic frames of the greater frescoes,
small shields show the arms of the
benefactors:  Sir Thomas Esmonde,
M.P., The O'Conor Don, the Deasy
family, Mrs. Mulball, etc, Much of
the design and a great part of the
success of the work are owing to the
zealous  effords of Sir Thomas Es-
:rl:onde‘.‘hwho brought to his work a
orough acquaintance with an-
cient art of Irel Mrs, g 1
who the wj " gl

er in
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