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ti*»n "f living lx dies from the action of chemical forces 
on inaninialc or non vitalized matter. And if it js 
true that every living atom or cell lias l»een derived 
from or dcvrlo|H-d In a preceding living Ixxl» , we 
would expect to find in the offspring the same proper­
ties and tendencies as in the parent from which it 
sprang. I hrrrfore the old and familiar maxim that 

nhe begets hke is unit the popular expression of a 
law of universal application throughout the domain of 
animal life.

grandparents of those you examine as appli .un, j,c 
life insurance. It is not sufficient to simply isiertan 
the age and condition of the health of the pat. tn. 
the duration of lives of grandparents often afford 
I letter index of probable longevity, as man part*, 
who present the aspect of fair health until tin , reach 
the age of 40 or 45 vet succumb to hereditarv fata! 
developments before they reach ho years."

Life insurance officials who desire to lia ,,

» 1

C(l|lt
of the address delivered by Dr. Davis can s.uhtlo, 
obtain one from the Chicago bxaminers' A-- . latinn 
The paper close* with the follow ing advi.. to hie 
companies and their examiners:

When the chemists and microscopists of the last 
half century had traced the origin of living bodies 
a primary germinal cell or aggregation of matter, and 
named it bioplasm or protoplasm, and described it as 
the physical basis of life, requiring only the presence 
oi a certain degree of heat and nutritive material to 
develop all the phenomena of active life, many ap 
Wared to think the verv nature of lif, or vit ity had 
bven explained, lints, a recent writer gra o as 
sures us that "protoplasm is the physical has. , of life 
< hemical force is the niuu o: life < •rgamzalion. 
function, and deconi|Nisition are the effects of fife" 
\ml be calls this a definition life, health disease 

and death

to

"If the facts and physiological viewsI
presented in Ibis pa|K-r arc correct, they show tliat 
while there is a law of heredity, as define.I hv M 
Kiliot. in all living bodies, the vital properties !m 
which said law is based are capable of being altered 
by all such agents and influences as persistently inter 
fere with the regular metabolic processt s taking p|a,f 
in living iMxlies.

• onsei|ucntlv. if life insurance companies ,.re tube 
guided largely and safely in the issuing of their pol­
icies bv the opinions and recommendations , ,f thtwr 
medical examiners, the investigations of thus, ,.Xam. 
iners must not be limited simply to the present phi 
‘'cal condition of the applicant and the long, vitv an! 
diseases of bis ancestors.

iliev must investigate, with equal thoroughness 
his personal habits. Iioth dietetic and social, his nc 
c 11 oat ion. hi. sanitary surroundings, bis mental run 
ditions. and the personal habits of his direct

VI !

Sitch a definition of life is only a plax with words 
to ‘over the confusion of ideas in the mind of the 
"rilc-r* If hv ha«l sai«l that protoplasm is an aggre 
galion of matter endowed with vital properties de 
lived from a previous living body; that chemical forces 
acting on such protoplasm in the presence of food 
caused the phenomena of active life; and that organ,
ration, fund.... . and <lrvom|io*ition are the results ,,f
such action, lie would have maintained clearness of 
1 "’"K " .an,l correctness of expression. I'rotoplasm 
constituting the germinal cell is not only a physical 
•asts of life, but it is an aggregation of matter endow 

<d With the proper! es of life or vitality. Without 
such endowment, the action tqion it ol all the chemical 
I Tees known to man would neither cause life or am 
•d us phenomena Indeed, without such endowment 
" «""Id not Ik- protoplasm, but only 
of «lr.nl matter.

I bave made the foregoing comments on the origin 
" lv. gcimmal veil and its probities for tin- purpose 
of making more plain the fact that all hereditary trail 
"I ssioiis arc dvtmiiinvd by tin- condition of the cel's 
or living protoplasm of the parent Parents consti- 
tuu-.l of protoplasm. ,|„. vital propcrt.es of which arc 
vigorous and tenacious, arc generally long-lived, and 
t lev impait the same Icndnivy to their offspring

c arc constantly meeting with families in all
hvc hèv oVl>' ma,rlv ■*" ",v "-mlK-rs Of winch 
by. beyond tin- age ol f„ years, and many of them

*" N" 1and have been doing so 
through many generations. ( l„ ,|,e other lia.nl' we 
are mee nig with a large number of families.
birth*0 " rr",*rt' l"',1 <1,,nnK 'he firs, fiv, wars after 

rtl , and of those win, survive that pcri.nl l„„ f,.w
or Ik- on, 1 50 wars Tin- common expression

edvof il'fe y. ,"rV l """ "•*' have great teru-
' of I, wlinh simply means that tin vital proper-

1 Ife. While It ,s equally common to say of the
‘ T 1 ’al,,hrv have no vital resist.,,,,-, I,„t 

kid readily to adverse influences. „r her,,,,,,- old |„

rxistem e Yt u h>M rr""lr' '
I ears

ancestors

Wbituarp.
News of the death of Mr Arehihald Welch. \ i„ 

President of the New York Life, was received just in 
tun,- for insertion in last week's (Tikoni, i i

I-urther particulars of the sail event are given in 1 
letter from the president of the company. Mr luhn \ 
Met all, in which, after announcing the death. In -ai» 

"1'he summons eternal of the Master readied him 
when be bad nearly completed the three 
and ten allotted to

an aggregation

m< 'ix s car*
.Suce I lie heginnin - *f the 

)e«ir lie was absent from his desk contending >nme- 
times hopefully, but alwavs cheerfully, again>t the ill- 
ness that proved to he fatal. In every rvl.iii'-n>hip 
that one man can hear to another in friendliness, he 

sympathetic adviser in grief, ami a loyal ,,<lher- 
vnt in struggle.

man.

many «>f was a
1 he greeting of his coining, the 

sunshine of his presence and the shadow <«i his dc- 
| arture ma«le friendship lasting and ass«>viati help* 
fid. i'oksvksvtl of a high sense of honor, tin ngnt\ 
< f his pur|M)se most manifest in every off al ac 
ti«»n. 1 he pages of our recon Is on which hi- finite 
shall Ik* inscribed will attest that he was for» ul in 
character and faithful in duty; that he wa> ' . loved 
in life and lamented in death; and that, wh le the 
crave might conceal him from our sight, yet 1: >ukl 
1 vc in our memories.

was

’
, -I tin ir

■fcuraie'y at possible the age* of both parents and
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