August, 1911

eft Galt, Ont., on the
he intention of spend
n B. C We visited
out in Michigan, In
ashington, and so on
While at this last
Dundas Todd
r for Western B. (
lk with him He isa

I was out with him

e met

wo days. There isn
intry that they kn
saw the clover, bot
which at the time

ull bloom, 1 cam

it was a paradise |
round Vancouver and
ountains were simypl
Wher

y get among the bee

clover kloom

found there was ¢
clover had then |

veeks, and was still n

though it would
o several
[ found good
pper torie |
1 not swarmed
ey stored, and
omb if it wer
they would do |
flow was over \
they get a good fl
ears, but as a ru
ool for nectar
it about one mont
not lOAI”.\ coml

e, so | made u

ish to monkey Ve
re | H»lllol not eel
r time We never
uthern Califor
st say that the cli
present It has not
summer—from 70
which with
fine After a lit

some of the B. (

yerature,

». 1 have not been

s here yet and will

\ugust, 1911

rt later Until further notice kindly

ward my C.B.J to Upland, Cali

nia

pland, Cal., .lul_\ 9th, 1911

We are very glad to hear from you,
end Alpaugh, and trust that you and

M A

Your hint a

will have a good time on yow
to the unreliability
lover in B. C. as a source of honey
ipply will prove very valuable to any

may contemplate

moving so lal
est. We should like to have further

eport ll'N'lI [}Il.\ \t'll\ IIII'HIIIQIIH 1]ll"\

We shall
iwait your next report with great inter
Ed.] °

mn from our B. ( readers

MR. T. W. COWAN'S “WAXCRAFT.”
0‘,\9{.
ln".w apiarist of the present day is mot

a bee-keeper merely. Probably he never

Even in the days of yore ‘when the
nomena of bee-life were a llIH:U'”Id
v, the bee-master was also a philo

pher. The possession of a row of straw
eps and the ability ‘o hive a swarm,
placed him upon a higher plane than
occupied by 'his fellow rustic l'o
POSSE a mastery, no matter how pre
ous, was in itself no small matter,
nd the old time ‘apiarist was not the

to make light of his achievements
1« wi.:A\" bee 1\4':[llnu ]m\.kl‘“"li L]

fascination for all its practitiomers, by
m the bee-state was accounted to ex-

emplify all that was virtuous or worthy

emulation. We may be certain that
¢ old fashioned bee-keeper with the
htest pretensions to learning would
never tire of expatiating upon the bee.
Nor is the modern apiarist different in
this respect from his worthy predecessors,

it is absolutely necessary to his peace

mind to know everything relating to
his craft

lo satisfy his desire for knowledge a
great body of literature has sprung up,
that the future investigator will find
somewhat difficult to ‘strike upon a
new field of research

t

Thus every lteo
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keeper worthy of the name has his little
library of works relating to
No matter whether he

bee lore
possesses but two
colonies or colonies by the hundred he

cannot possibly be happy without the

companionship of bee-books and btee
papers Part of what Anna Botsford
Comstock terms the “‘psychic income’ is

derived from the reading of bee litera
ture

There is one direction in which writ-
ers have dislayed a somewhat remarkable
neglect, and also some lack of discrimin

ation, for until the publication of Mr

Cowan’s ““Waxcraft,”” the field covered by

this work was left almost entirely un

explored For ages the production of

beeswax has been in itself—is yet in some
parts of the

world—an industry of con

siderable mmportance vl“ll.l.\'. in addi

tion to that consumed in the bee-keeping
industry itself,, vast quantities are re

quired in Jarge and increasing numbers

of manufacturing processes It is some
vhat strange, therefore, that the fubject
has not been more often dealt with

Mr. Cowan has opened up the ground

omewhat as a pioneer, yet with great
thoroughness and care

In a chapter of

some length he deals with

the subject
from a historical point of view, going
back to the early Greek and Roman ages
when wax was very largely employed
in the arts and crafts of those early per
iods, and when bee-keeping must have
been carried on upon a very

The story as Mi

extensive
scale Cowan tells it
is a very interesting narrative taking us
through the centuries—through the dark
ages—and up to the present day. The
chemistry of the subject is also very ade-
quately treated, and in such a manner
that the unscientific bee-keeper is put in
possession of a knowledge of the means
of testing wax for adulterations. A very
full account is given also of the various
mineral and vegetable waxes which are
employed, sometimes as adulterants of,
and sometimes as substitutes for, bees-
wax Even the most experienced bee




