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Upland, Cal., July 9th, 1911.
[We are very glad to hear from you, 

fiiend Alpaugh, and trust that you and 
Mrs. A. will have a good time on your 
trip. Your hint as to the unreliability 
of clover in B. C. as a source of honey 
supply will prove very valuable to any 
who may contemplate moving so far 
west. We should like to have further 
reports upon this very important ques­
tion from our B. C. readers. We shall 
await your next report with great inter­
est.—Ed. ]

MR. T. W. COWAN'S “WAXCRArT."
ind»*»° — -

The apiarist of the present day is not
a beekeeper merely. Probably he never 
was. Even in the days of yore "when the 
phenomena of bee-life were a profound 
mystery, the bee-master was also a philo­
sopher. The possession of a row of straw 
skeps and the ability ;o hive a swarm, 
placed him upon a higher plane than 
that occupied by 'his fellow rustics. To 
possess a mastery, no matter how pre­
carious, was in itself no small matter, 
and the old time "apiarist was not the 
man to make light of his achievements. 
Then, as to-day, bee keeping possessed a 
fascination for all its piactitioners, "by 
whom the bee-state was accounted to ex­
emplify all that was virtuous or worthy 
of emulation. We may be certain that 
the old fashioned bee-keeper with the 
slightest pretensions to learning would 
never tire of expatiating upon the bee. 
Nor is the modem apiarist different in 
this respect from his worthy predecessors, 
for it is absolutely necessary to his peace 
of mind to know everything relating to 
his craft.

To satisfy his desire for knowledge a 
great body of literature has sprung up, 
so that the future investigator will find 
it somewhat difficult to strike upon a 
new field of research. Thus every bee­

keeper worthy of the name has his little 
library of works relating to bee lore. 
No matter whether he possesses but two 
colonies or colonies by the hundred he 
cannot possibly be happy without the 
companionship of bee-books and bee- 
papers. Part of what Anna Botsford 
Comstock terms the “psychic income" is 
derived from the reading of bee litera­
ture .

There is one direction in which writ­
ers have dislayed a somewhat remarkable 
neglect, and also some lack of discrimin­
ation, for until the publication of Mr. 
Cowan’s “Waxcraft,” the field covered by 
this work was left almost entirely un­
explored. For ages the production of 
beeswax has been in itself—is yet in some 
parts of the world—an industry of con­
siderable importance. To-day, in addi­
tion to that consumed in the bee keeping 
industry itself,, vast quantities are re­
quired in large and increasing numbers 
of manufacturing processes. It is some­
what strange, therefore, that the rubject 
has not been more often dealt with.

Mr. Cowan has opened up the ground 
somewhat as a pioneer, yet with great 
thoroughness and care. In a chapter of 
some length he deals with the subject 
from a historical point of view, going 
back to the early Greek and Roman ages 
when wax was very largely employed 
in the arts and crafts of those early per­
iods, and when bee-keeping must have 
been carried on upon a very extensive 
scale. The story as Mr. Cowan tells it 
is a very interesting narrative taking us 
through the centuries—through the dark 
ages—and up to the present day. The 
chemistry of the subject is also very ade­
quately treated, and in such a manner 
that the unscientific bee-keeper is put in 
possession of a knowledge of the means 
of testing wax for adulterations. A very 
full account is given also of the various 
mineral and vegetable waxes which are 
employed, sometimes as adulterants of, 
and sometimes as substitutes for, bees­
wax Even the most exper enced bee-


