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the whole of this man’s life was spent ai 
a preparation for this solemn song, it 
was a life well spent.

It may be that this old man spoke bet­
ter than lie knew; that he did not see 
clearly the full range of his 
pations. Some glimpse he had of the 
glory of Israel and the real light of the 
nations; and also as the next
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A Glorious Sunset.—II.
Luke II, 29 nation.

By Rev. W. G. Gordon, B. A.

“For mine eyes bave seen Thy salva­
tion.” What then did the old man see? 
lie saw a little child, that was all; and 
there was no supernatural halo of glory 
round its head to make clear its divine 
origin; it was exactly like any other 
healthy, beautiful babe. But the 
somehow did sec a deep significance in 

.this dawning life. It is said that those 
who are about to dio see life clearly. 
That may not always be true, but there 
is large truth in it. A man who was led 
forth to die was asked, “What is *he 
fairest thing in human life?” and, look­
ing upon a beautiful, curly-headed boy, 
he said, “The life of a little ehil L” 
Then it was recognized that the man 
who was about to die saw clearly. Sim­
eon saw a still higher truth, and saw it 

~ more clearly. He saw that God’s great­
est gift to the world may come as a 
little child. The new-born babe is a 
wonder, and an uncertainty. No one 
can tell bow much of blessing or of curse 
is wrapped up in its undeveloped life. 
Sometimes it has Wn given to a man 
to take keen glances into the child’s fu­
ture and prophesy correctly concerning 
his career. To this man the intuition 
was given that the child he now holds 
in his arms contains a new and richer 
revelation of God. As he reads this in 
the babe’s
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Waiting the Tide.

eyes he sayri, “Let me go in 
peace.” Peace was a great word with 
the Hebrews, when they met and when 
they parted. To the living they sjyd, 
wGo to peace,” and to the dying, “Go in 
peace.” So God speaks to the old man 
through the babe which cannot yet 
speak : “Go in peace, because the Christ 
has come.” This is rot a blessing that he 
will share, before its full-orbed splen­
dor is unveiled he will have passed into 
another sphere. But as he goes his satis­
faction is in this, that there are in store 
new revelations for the Church of God, 
and great blessings for the world. 
Though he sees the salvation in the form 
of a little child lie knows that it is n 
anblime fact, a glorious certainty which 
will work out ifs divine mission v.hen he 
w gone.

This was a blessing for whi< h he 1m<l 
~*flitod so long, and with such unwearied 
patience. His attitude is described in 
these beautiful words: “Waiting for tlie 
Consolation of Israel.” Noble name that, 
for the Christ who should redeem and 
console his afflicted people. The great 
hope of the Jews was that God would
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