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for social organization, anid-sccurity agalinst inter-
ruption from- wit.hout. No nation in the worlcl is more
passionately devoteci to its owni independence. This
has alwrays been truc. lIt is now mnore, truc than evcr.
Fr eeçloin to pursue thii own course within their omm
countrey is ail that the Swedes care f or-and the world
ait large, ail mankinid, will bc sure to profit if this desre
o-f thoirs is not foilcdl. The Swedcs -will bc ncutral unltil
f-orced hy open infringement, of thieh' neutrality to take
up arrns. They will bc friendly w'ith every nation tiat
leaves thein alone-even Russia. They wvill be gratef ni
for any action on the part of greater Po-wers tuendirmg to
rid them of the fear of unprovokecl aggression th'at lias
so long been haunting thicm. They are looking for no
expansion of their territory. If Finland were offercd
thein by t'le Concert of Powcrs to-dlay their answer
wvoul prol)ably bec Finlanci is a nation by itself ardc
should bc subjeet to no other nation.' If, on the other
hanci, riinland were once more to becomie an autonoinous
memaber of a.Plussian Federation, withi ail its grievances,
disposed of, I thinik the Swedes woulci shed three-fourthis
of the nervouisness that has possessed themn in recmit
years. They do not fear a praetieally froc Finland, ticd
to Russia by bonds of affection. They do fear a ha,,rasscd
and op-prcsscd Finla.nd that nay be preparcd as a tool
against thernaselves.

There is in these, desires of thcirs no vestige of the
impossible. What they asic for is eminently practicable
and desirable, from the viewpoint of ev ery nation weddcd
to demnocratie prineiples. And, as the -var goes on,
1 think the mood in Swedeni inay change considcrably.
There, as else-where, timne is fightingc on the side of the
Allies, lIn the meantinie nothing is wantccl on the part
of Eniglanid but patience. But, -Mien the tirne cornes


