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those already in use, building punis, procuring firewood. galfsten;-. huts, ]inkers, oars ami other 
material left nobody with an ex. u-e for being Ml. . and when tin 20th of February arrived and

I the .ding «lews went in e. .liar, all was rush and a. tivity until they sailed with great demolish a
tion for tin ieetields on the first of Man'll. In these day-. Twillingate, Fogo, ( irecnspond.

' Trinity, liant - llarhor. t'arhoiiear. Harbor tiraee. Cupids and I higus were great tent res of in
dustry. Many vessels sailed from these plates and in some of them the - vais taken were manic 
factored into nil. There were vats in Twillingate, (iteenspond. Trinity, and in some plaees in 
Conception Hay which have long since "one into disuse.

In 1KÔ7 there were |un sailing vessels, of from 7<* 1 . 21111 tons, engaged in the seal fishery : 
their crews numbering Id.tMHi men. The average annual value of the industry at this period was 
from one to one and a ipiarter million dollars.

—- In tin year Isteam was first employed in prosecuting the seal fishery, two comparatively
small steamers being sent to the ice by Walter Crieve A- Co., and Haim*, Johnston A Co. The 
great innovator, steam, did not meet with popular favour, but its great power and usefulness in 
contending with heavy ice-packs had been amply demonstrated am! the number of steamers 
went on increasing from year to year, until by a gradual process sailing vessels were forced out of 
the business.

In 1''lit» there wen 177 sailing vessels and live steamers ; in 1 *7.'’, there were Is steamers : 
in 1MH2 there were 20 steamers, and at the present time there are 22 steamers engaged in the in
dustry, and only one sailing vessel, the Mm-/ (Ù m. (apt. Martin Sharpe, crew 20 men. She 
sailed on February 27th and went north M Cabot Island and did not see a pelt, and arrived at 
Bay Roberts, April 1st, clean.

With the introduction of -team there lia- been .1 conscipicnt decline in the number of men 
■ • in the seal fishery. This is one of the inevitable results e,’ the application of steam to

mechanical and industrial enterprises. The following tabulated statement i- significant, showing 
tlie average catch of seals for 20 years tip to |si;:l, when the decline in the industry began with 
the introduction of steam :
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K I have no doubt that if the number of breeding seals killed by steamers, during first and
->.... yd trips, since I sbd, and the average catch for these years, as compared with former years.
were put in evidence it would be amply demonstrated that the decline in the number of seals 
annually taken since the introduction of steam is a direct result of the indiscriminate slaughter 
of breeding seal-. The restrictions imposed upon sealing steamers by the law now in force will 
prevent this indiscriminate slaughter and help very materially to give permanence and stability 
to a very important Industry.

The Sellers’ Strike-
The sealers strike, in tin spring of 1902, marked a new and memorable epoch in the history 

of the seal-lisherv. I’lie sealers going in tin* steamers getting but one-third of their catch up to 
that time and lieing conmelled to pay ■•rtain charges which they regarded as unfair and execs- 
she, i.. Ived on putting labour against capital in a mighty struggle for better terms of agreement 
for the voyage.

(In March loth, when the time < t sailing had arrived, and the -. v< ral steamer- were all in a 
-tale of readiness to proceed on the voyage, their whole crews, numbering -'*,000 men, left their 
ship; and a most exciting scene immediately followed on the streets of this city.
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