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of thnt Hoard is not nei ( Hsarily a member of Uio Imperial Cabiufit, -lie ha« usually been

A C'vliinct Miiiislii, but the jircscnt I'lCf-idt'iit is not,—tbo functions of (lie niimirout

brniK lies of liis ili'|.!irlniciit consisting Kiniply of dituils pt rformi'ii at tliu instanco of

the other di partnu-nts ; it lias, in sliort, bi'cn said to " have to <io witli < v rv imaginable

tiling in Ihc world, but not with trade." When the Treaty of Commerce between (iroat

Britain and (•'nince iniui;;iirat>(l a freer coninn'reial policy on tli(^ Continent of Europe,

it was found that I'.ritish interests lre(iuently siill'ered for want of active and /.ealous

vigilance i>n the part of (he (lovi iiinient,—and a nioveni nt was Ijogun by the AR80ci-

atrd ( iianilicrs ot ( 'otunierci' in favor of the establishment of a l)i , artnK^iit of Commorco.

The result of tie :igilation was the appointment of a Royal Commission in lH(i4,to

inquiri into the working eonnerllons of thi^ Hoard of Trade with the Foreign Office.

The re|)ort of (he ('oniinis,>ion( rs showed tliat the I?oard of Trade had neither tlie power

ni r the organization for tlie performance of such fimctions in relation to commerce,

—

altlioueji on<> of its liranclies (.svhcc iihoUnlieil, the duties being :iow' performed in other

offices,)—was designated the " Coninienial Depiirtment." In fact, the Commission

demonstrated that every department in Her Majesty's Government " decides upon
" (piestions having the most important bearing upon conimeree, with reference

•'only to its own particular sphere; thus the India Office imposes duties upon
•' maiiufactuicd (otton without considc^ring bow the Lancashire trade is affected Or

"injured thereby; the Colonial Office concludes treaties \<ith the United States of
" America, giving jirivileges to American produce which liritish goods do not possess;

••the Foreign Oltice concluded conventions for tbi^ sugar trade, which ruined many
"British re tillers; the Treasury has proposed alterations in monetary and banking
" system^ of the ( ountry without duly considering the effects they miglit have upon
•'trade: taxes are imjiosed or removed without due regard to the interests affected

" by them."

The IJeport of the Commission also shows that many of the measures aboTe
referred to would not have been taken, c;r very mueli modified, if each Minister had been
obliged to consult a colleague diarged with the duty of considering the ultimate effects

of every measure upon the intirests eonlided to his care.

The Association of Chambers of Commerce are renewing the efforts commenced ao

many years ago, and in their latest mi>morial to the Right Honorable Mr. Disraeli, thoy

say :

—

Your Meniorialisis submit that if such adepartinent of the Government existed, tho

•commercial public would have only one authority to whom to address their representa-

tions, assiu-ed that their matured and legitimate opinions would have a /.ealous advocate

in the Cabinet, whose advice may be sometimes overruled by higher, more general, and

even merely political reasons, but not without having been thoroughly discussed upon
their merit,^

It is by no mi ans intended to convey tlu^ impression that commercial men desire to

see trade iiitere,?ts overrule all others, for th' y know that there may be .on^ideration8

of high St ite policy, or even facts not known, or sufficiently appreciated, by the M;(.iieral

public, "hicliniay render the immediate fultilrnent of their most legitimate dcniands

inixpeifiMit I'.iit they feel thcnis'lve.s Justifiid in expressing their strong conviction,

that as hardly any great question can arise in any departmentof Ciovernmeut, which has

not a more or less direct bi-aring up(in trade, a sa(isfa(;tory consideration of commercial

interests can only be secured bv their representation in the Cabinet by a Minister possess-

ing the same pow r and inllucnce as his colleagues who preside over the other chief

departments of the St'de.

Sueli :i Minister,auim!ited with adiesi nseofhis responsibility asthe official guardian

of th<- niightv and ever-widening intensts of the industry of this great empiri-, would bo

summoned, as a matter of right to every (^ai)inet Council lie wotild there lie enabled

to se( tiiat no measure unilrrl,iken in the interest, primarily, of (he national revenue or

of (iuf.nce—no di;ilomaiic arrangement with foreign States, and no Act of colonial legis-

lation requiring the saiu tion of the (iovernment at home—received that' sanction with-

out its etTect on the interests of the comm-rce and industry of England having been first

duly considered and discu.ssed. and its probable c(msequence to those interests maturely

weighed, jfe would further, fnmi the rmansof information afforded by fre(|uent com-

mnnicatioT) (on an equal footing) with other Cabinet Ministers, and by communication


