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Literary Association's First Open Meeting of the Session.

Rev. Dr. Bryce discusses important Educational Problems—An

Entertaining Programme of Music and Reading—Pre-

sentation of Prizes won last year.

The first public meeting Jor 1894-5

of the Manitoba College Literary so-

ciety was held In the spacious convo-

cation liall of the college Nov. 2, 189-1.

TiitTi" was a large audience present.

.Vftcra n;uslcal and literary program
the liev. Dr. Bryce, honorary
lin-sident of the society, delivered the

following Inaugural address;

Winnipeg Is becou.ing an Important
university city. Through the ener-jy

and zeal of several religious denou.ln-

ations in founding and n.alntaliiliig

colleges, and through the forn ation

Ola provincial university, which re-

ceives a snail government grant an-

nually, Winnipeg has becon.ea centre

oi higher education worthy of notice.

It is tlie educational ir.etropolis of

Manitoba, but it is also found to be

froii year to year of service in ex-

lendiuK Isnowledgo to the vast \orth-

West Territories and the province of

iiritisli Colun.bia. Tlie colleges of St.

r.oniface, St. .John, SNIanitoba, Wesley

and the Manitoba Medical college,

nestling under the wing of the Uni-

versity of Manitoba, have thus suc-

ceeded in n.alclng Winnipeg a centre

of educational force. When It is con-

sidered that the whole population of

Canada west of Lake Superior does

not exceed 400,000, the statistics of

Manitoba university are not a little

surprising. The following are the

nun bers of the various classes in the

several faculties of the university for

the year 1894:

Preliminary arts examination, W.
Medical entrance exan inatlon, ii;?.

Previous arts exan Ination, 62.

Junior B. A. exan.ination, .S9.

Senior B. A. exan.ination, 44.
University law exan ination, 6.

Medical school attendance, 120.
Theological ptudents not counted In

arts, 60.
Total, 451.

This result, as the result of only

seventeen years, for the university

was founded in 1^77 and its first de-

gree was conferred In 1S80, is re-

II arlfable. Two hundred and sixty-

four candidates have in fourteen years

received the decree of B. A., seventy-

six that of M. 1)., and ten the degree

oi LL. B., and this without including

those coning from other universities.

The exaninatlons for the licensing of

n edlcal men for the province are en-

tirely under the control of the univer-

sity. It was a wise step taken when
it was decided that. there should be

only one source of degrees in the prov-

ince of Manitoba. It has helped to

give standing t(j the degree, and to

frev the province froir. the unseemly
spectacle of rival universities debas-

ing the standard of education to gain

a ten porary advantage. None of

those who stood by the cradle of

education In Manitoba ever thought
of Winnipeg s))ringlng up in so short

a tine to be a full-grown Minerva—
a queen of letters.

AN EDUCATIONAL PROVINCE.
If the results of educational effort

in the higher sphere of education in

Winnipeg have been thus so striking,

the progress of public school education

in the prov pe of Manitoba has been

no less rei . : al>le. It was in 1870

that schools vere begun under pro-

vincial contro.. For several years

the growth of schools was slow, but

as population came into the province

the school system was used to begin

manv new schools in the rising settle-

ments. The unfortunate division by
which separate schools were allowed
hindered the spread of schools In cer-

tain localities for a number of years.

Since 1890, the year in which the new
Public School act was passed the in-

crease has been great This is all the

more remarkable vrlerx it is remem-
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