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" Oh the dr pth of the richPH of the wisdom and of the knowledcrc of God ! How Incomprehensible are His Judgments and how unsearchable are
Mis wiiysl" (limn. xi.Xi.)

John Joseph Lynch, bv the Grace of

God and Appointment of the Holy
See, Abohbihhop ofTokonto, Assist-

ant AT THE Pontifical Throne, etc.

To the Rev. Clergy, KeUijwns CummnHifien,
and the Liiitij nf our DUicexe, Jlealth

aitd BeuedicCniH in the Lord.

Dearly Beloved Brethren.— It was imr
agreeable duty some yv.ixra a;,") to .Kldross to
you a few words of adnioiiitioii on the festiviU

of St. Patrick, the Apostle of Ireland, and
through Ireland, of many nations. In Iduking
over those Pastoral Letters of 1871 and IS7."i,

we have f()un<l that the advice then yivun,
and the principal sentinuiuts therein express-
ed, arc well fitted to the jnesent occasion,
and wc have thouylit that we could not do
l)ettcr than aL'ain adilnss such good advice to
you. The chief nlea in imr minil i.s. tliat the
Irish puo|ple are an apostolic peoiilc, furnished
by n.iture and by ^racc with all tli.' iptitude
of preserving their faith and of transuiitting
it to their isisterity. We desire tlniu, nuist
earnestly to exhi'rt Irish parents to trauaiuit
unstained to their children this preciijus licij-

tftge ; anil at the same time »e desire to ur.e
upon the negii;;ent, the uecessity ot i(uittuig
toe vice anil sins that stanil in the way of the
fullilnieut ot their sacred mission.

We address ourselves to the millions of
exiled Irish people, (cnontih to cun.stitutc a
respectable .State. ) who will hail that day
with joy and Kadness. am] ju siilvit re\'iKit

the hallovveil Iiouihs. altars and eluirehyards,
and the holy wel.s of the b'essed lanil ot their
birth, or that of their I'orcfather-i. and pray
and unnini, anil say irooi the depths of their
Mjuls, "i;,,d liicss Ireland I (rod JiiUjicrve

the faith of her children, and her cliildren'a

children,— exiles in many lands, (lod bless
the loved island of Holy Pontills. learned
Confessors, Monks, Hermits and Sacred
Virgins, and of tens of thousands of Martyrs
for that Faith preached to them by their great
Apostle St. Patrick.— ' that land that God
hath greatly blessed, but which man hath
i/reatly cur.sed.'" It is a holy custom on the
Festival of the l)lesscd Patrick for the Irish
jieople and their children to assist at the
saerdice of the .Mass, receive Holy C(un-
niunion, and to listen to sermons and exhorta-
tions to excite them to love their holy faith

;

to bless (iod for that most i)recioua inheri-
tance

; to encourage them to frequent the
Sacraments ; anu to transmit to their children,
and thus to future generatimis, that lai'h for
whiclimilliiuis of martyrs havet-hed their hlood,
which has gained for Ireland in latter times
the glorious title of " the nation of martyrs,"
as in early days, she bore that of the " Island
of tJonlessors and Virgins," that faith for
which they have heen deprived of their birth-
rights, their lands, their education, -have
been starved, and hunted, ai'd banished, and
Oh ! the glorious reward- they have exchang-
ed the pains ol earth for the joys of Heaven

;

for liouies that perish they po-isess mansions
of eternal liliss. On this Festival they will
be tauj;ht t" pr.iy for their native lanii, that
(iuil may cause to cease the oppression of the
l)oor ; and that He may sustain the Irish
Clergy and Irish parents in their ellorts to
shield the rising generation against the most
wily, iletenoiued. powerfn! and iiiiscrupuliHiS

enemy o' the Church of (iod—the Govern-
ineut of Fnglaml (We say the <u)r(riiinenl of
ICii'iliiiid. lor millions of her people abhor the
tyranny of the rulers of Ireland)—a Govern-
meiit which has enileaviaired by (iudlessami

Protestant education to undermine, when
it eoidil not eradicate, the faith of the
people ; they will be taught to pray for their
persecutors, that (iod may change their hearts
and bring them to the true faith.

We feel it a consoling duty to address all

our beloved people throughout the Diocese,
the vast majority ot whom are children i

Ireland, upon this Festival of Ireland.

object is two-fold : to encourage them to ful-

fil their sacred mission ot preserving the de-
posit of the faith once delivered to the saints,

and of transmitting it to their posterity ;

and secondly, to warn them against tempta-
tions which, though common to all nationali-

ties, are particularly hurtful to a highly sensi-

tive and religious people.

Ireland's divine mission.

Ireland has a divine mission. In the ad-
mirable providence ot God, He selejts fami-
lies and nations to he the agents of His holy
will. He selected Abraham and his progeny
to be His people, and Aaron and the tribe of
Levi to be His priests. He has iu a special
way chosen the Caucasian or present Euro-
pean races to be the messengers of His word
to the other nations of the earth. But from
tiiue to time He has been provoked to repudi-
ate some of His choice. The Jewish people
are no longer the people of God ; Aai'on is no
longer His priest. Many nations of the
earth, once bright with the lustre of the true
faith, are, on account ot their unworthiness
and sins, no longer blest with that divine
tigltt. But ihroujjh Kia gnrat rucrcy Gcd has
preserved for a sacred purpose one people in-

habiting a little island in the western ocean.
Them He has tried with the most bitter
earthly alllietioiis. In His unsearchable pro-
vidence. He has let"; thein under the rule oi


