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MCDONALD'S TOBACCO WORK.S.

.

We give an illuatration representing the exteti-

n''^ \°}i?^° '"°l^^ °' Mesars. McDonald, Bros. &
Co., 1C3 Water Street, which will be completedby the Ist January. On the 8th November the
roof, which waa of wood, took fire, and waa com-
pletely deatroyed. An additional height of two

T^iT-M-'"'-",?.^'^,^'*.*?" oy"'e proprietors.The building la 135 feet long and 35 feet wideThe atone walla are of great thickneaa, and arenow upwards of a hundred years old, the build-
iiig being the aame which is represented on the

S v,r°K
Montreal as It exiated in the year 1758, aa

published in to-day'a iasue of the Uaielle.
The 5th, or top story, ia to be uaed for drying

and flavoring rooms. The 4th atory ia intended
tor leaf and assorting rooms, and will be fitted
up with boilers for diaaolving the liquorice, ofwhich there ia used daily from half to three-
quarters of a ton. The 3rd and 2nd atorya are for
rolling rooms, i. <?., for making the rolla (or
plugs, as they are called after being pressed)
Ihe rooins contain one hundred work tables.
Ji<ach table having room for live persona, thus
numbering 500 souls in both rooma, when in ope-
ration, without counting overseers or attendants

ihe lat story la uaed as a preaaing room.
There are nine arge hydraulic presses for the
shapes and finiahera, the pumps, of which are
driven by steam power-twenty-five heavy iron
compress boxes or finishers, each of which has
ita own retainer. Cue of the hydraulic presses
was made sufficientlv large enough to admit
hogsheads, and for the express purpose of press-
ing them. Of box-presses there are one hundred
all strong, screw presses, made of iron through-

°SK Connected with thia preas-room ia a fine
shed, of the same ength as the building and 30
feet wide,, well lighted by large sky-lighta. A
p^rt of this shed is uaed as a bonded warehouse.
Within this abed la a separate building of brick,
tor the boiler, engine and hydraulic pumpa.

In the cellar are two large fire-proof sweating
"ooms, arranged to hold 500 boxes at a time
There is now in course of erection (by Mr. John

McDougall, who has supplied the heaviest part
of the machinery) a patent dteam hoisting ap-
paratus, with safety platform to carry the mate-
rial from the cellar to any of the fiats, movins
upwards at the rate of 50 feet per minute carry-
ing a weight of 4,0' pounds, and returning down-warda at double apeed.
Over the entrance is the ofTice, and a room

each for the male and fi-mn]? .-.verseers
Altogether apart from the active capital em-

ployed in carrying on the business, the outley

L" t^.n^L'^'
u'^Dslls, Ac, on premises, is closeupon p40,n00.

Those acquainted with the business will per-
ceive that there is accommodation here sufficient
for the manufacture with ease, in the day of ten

&o^^Snoib'a'eacr'°''''''''"'''"'''«^'-'«

MCDONALD'S TOBACCO FACTOR
f.narav«l lu J. U. W\ilker f,r the ikn'T •"! (Ta:ellr.

Thia business waa established by the Messrs
McDonald, in 1858, and has been brough* to its
present state of efDciency by great irdustiy and
perseverance.

In the year 18G3, they occupied three buildinga
—one in Grey Nun street, one in Duke atreet,
and the one above repreaented, as it stood pre-
vious to the fire.

The number of people employed by them at
that time was upwards of one thousand (1000)
souls—men, women and children. The Press
Works were kept agoing from Monday morning
at seven o'clock, till Saturday at 11 ; one set of
men being engaged for the night, and one for the
day, and who turned out tor the best part of
that winter and spring, 120 to 125 boxes a day,
and, for a abort period, as many as 150 a day.
Thia quantity waa conaiderably beyond the

daily conaumption of the Province. The over-
production was greatly increased by nearly a
dozen i^maller establishments in different parts
of Can da, and resulted in a complete glut of the
market.
When it became apparent that no tax could be

levied by the Government before the next meet-
ing of the Legislature, the Messrs. McDonald re-
duced the price from 27j cents per lb. to 20 cts

,

thus making a difference in the value of their
own stock, in one day, of upwards of $75,000
They afterward? reduced the price to IC cents.
Since that period the business has not been

satisfactory on account of the tax which was
levied by Government on the manufactured ar-
ticle, and it will continue in somewhat the same
condition until all the old stock is consumed,
and until more of the competition is removed.
It is the inevitable tendency of all large, strong,
well-organized and well-conducted establish-
ments, to absorb the smaller and weaker ones.
It ia likely to be the case in thia branch of Indus-
ry as well as in othera, and perhapa it will be

^Jetter and safer for the Government in the col-
lection of taxes. If the policy of the Governmen t

were more steady, and could be relied upon, the
manufacturing industry of Canada would be
greatly increased; and without such Industry,
no country can become permanently prosperous
or great.

SKATING IN CANADA.
This popular winter amusement of nearly all

classes in a position to pay a share of the ex-
penses of a rink, broke out in its present form
among ihe gay belles of Quebec, in or about the
vear 1853. It rapidly extended throughout the
Province and the adjacent States—ultimately
growing to the proportiona of an extensive com-
mercial undertaking, in which, of course, the so-
cial element predominated. The bright-eyed,
beautiful and inventive ladies of Quebec, origin-
ally displayed their graces and aeilitj ;_~7lJ
flashing ateel on a apace enclosed within one of
the wharves on the St. Lawrence, where, from

the nature of the place, they were subjected
to much inconvenience, "outsiders" frequently
rushing in with all the hauteur and self import-
ance of the true born American, and diaturbinumany a little manccuvre intended for the entrap-
ment of some promising commercial, be jewelled
and be whiskered DUrsay, or some gruffer and
onger pedigreed marching lieutenant. Smiles of
thia bewitchingness could not well be thrown
away on an intercepting stevedore, or aimed at
the susceptible heart of the unfortunate fellow
who scudded about on borrowed ,skates, and achange for the better was therefore determined
upon at a council of war. in which some of the
pretii»st heads in the city solemnly came to-
gether, and hnally hit upon the exclusive, but
necessary and convenient scheme, since so suc-
cessfully carried out. " Rome was not built in a
day;' and neither was the rink of the present
period. It rose to its present proud shape from
a very humble beginning—a barn-like shed run
up 111 a hurry, and dingy, narrow and abscure
which was erected outside of St. Louis Gate, and
was irreverently called " the cattle shed." The
fair dames, the portly matrons and the sylph-
likc damsels, who gyrated in it on " the light fan-
tastic toe," had long ere this invented the Bloom-
er costume, and fearleasly claimed it aa theirown when accuaed by a bold, ahameless, bache-
lor of our acquanti lice, with copyiig Miss Lu.y
Stone's toilette. They were not evidently
ashamed of the proporiiona of their ankles, aEd
all through the morement displayed a courage
and power of invention truly maaculine. The
original Rink had primitive windows on a level
with the ground, through which the gamins of
the town would peep to see " ladiea and gentle-men skate in a houae ;" and every now and then
would shout, " There goes the girl with the
golden boots/' Look at that swell with the
hi glass." Here cornea the belle with the fea-
thers, the basso profundo of an attendant
portly Sergeant, breaking in every now and then
with, • Clear out, boys, or I'll put aome of you
Ml cbokey.' So much for a beginning ultimate-
ly, and shortly, destined to lead to the erection of
palatial edifices over half a continent, in which
the iii.Tiy game of the ring could be played by
night and by day, and the arts of the drawinii-
room displayed on a fi^ld calculated to attract

*°"i M^?, "n'^ary bachelors. Montreal, Boston
and Halifax, soon followed the example of Que-
bec, the hrst rink erected in thia citv sprinaing
into existence in 1859, the year in which the Mon-
treal club erected its building on upper St Ur-
bain Street. Since then the Victoria Rink has
been constructed in a style and manner which
tar distances all other edifices of a similar char-
acter and there is every reason for the belief that
henceforth the " institution" will be a permanent
^ > knowledge of skating being fully as easen-

tial ««io k^six aa the gentler but leaa healthful
practice" at tfiepiajio or the accomplishments


