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And all the intonso intorest of that life whoso
,nature and conditions it investi -rates is reflected

on the study of Pliihwophy.
|

^
Closely connected with this human interest

IS the historical interest of philosophical study
Pliilosophy is no new thin^^ It is a inovcn.L-rit
ot the human mind from the earliest times to the ^'•

present day. Men have always pondered its
''

questions. Wond<'i fully diH'erent as have been
the solutions of dilf'erent ai,a's and countries, of
different individual minds, the problems are
eternally the same. And thus the student of
Philosophy is supported by a sense of sympathy
in a common search with the thoughtful of every
age and country.

_

Again there is the literary interest. Nor is
this merely incidental, in that Philosophy, as we
have seen, deals fully and deliberately with the
problem raised in all literature

; there is, farther,
a whole literary domain peculiar to Philosophy.'
The great thinkers of the world have also been
amongst its greatest writers. The literature of
Philosophy is no less important—in some periods
it is much more so—than the literature of the
Imagination. Would not Greek literature be
poorer without the Dialogues of Plato and the
Treatises of Aristotle ? And in modcii cim(is
are not names like Jjescartes, Spinoza. J.o-l-e,
Leibnitz, Berkeley, Hume, Kant, Hegul, gieai in
literature as well as in philosophy ? Some
training in Philosophy, then, is necessary—is it
not ?—for the appreciation of a whole depart-
ment of literature, devoted as it is to philosophical
!.. ;;stiv.,^tions. We must distinguish, of course,

j -jtw-eu the value of philo.sophical works a.s

1 '.ev-ature aru their value as philosophy; but

the


