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has children in fits of absent-mindedness, and to whom
their existence is a perpetual shock. Her main idea

in marrying the late Sir Thomas Kynnersley was to

associate herself with his political and philanthropic

schemes. She is the bom committee woman, to whom
a home represents a place where one sleeps and eats

in order to maintain the strength required for the per-

formance of committee duties. Her children have

always been outside the sphere of her real interests

but, afHicted, as such women are, with chronic inflam-

mation of the conscience, she had devoted the most

scrupulous care to their upbringing. She formed her-

self into a society for the protection of her own chil-

dren, and managed them by means of a committee,

which consisted of herself, and of which she was the

honorary secretary. She drew up articles of asso-

ciation and regulations. If Dale contracted measles,

she applied by-law 17. If Janet slapped Dorothy,

by-law 32 was brought into play. When Dale clamoured
for a rocking-horse, she found that the articles of as-

sociation did not provide for imaginative equitation.

As the children grew up, the committee had from time

to time to revise the articles and submit them to the

general body for approval. There were many meetings

before the new sections relating to a University career

for the boy and the coming out for the girls were satis-

factorily drafted. Once given the effect of law, how-
ever, there was no appeal against these provisions. Both
committee and general body were powerless. Dale
certainly owed his methodical habits to his mechanical

training, but whence he derived and how he main-
tained his exuberance and spontaneity has often puz-

zled me. He himself accounts for it on the score of

heredity, in that an ancestress of his married a high-

wayman who was hanged at Tyburn under William
and Mary.


